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2020 was a very difficult year for wildlife in Kenya. 

In January we responded to requests for help in 

addressing threats to Hell’s Gate National Park 

– home to the only protected breeding colony of 

critically endangered Rüppell’s Vulture. The threat 

was the initiation of an annual 48-hour music 

concert known as Koroga Love Festival in the 

park organized by Capital Group Limited, which 

is notorious for loud events, and crowds of up to 

20,000 people and enormous heaps of rubbish left 

afterwards. Being cliff nesters vulture hatchlings 

were at risk of starvation, as parents would 

abandon nests due to the disturbance. Tipped off 

by concerned citizens and vulture experts, we went 

to court to stop the national authorities from holding 

the event in the park. 

The judge dismissed the case days before it 

was to happen on the grounds that he did not 

have jurisdiction and sent us back to the County 

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
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Conservation and Wildlife Committee (CCWC). 

The same CCWC who had approved the event in 

the first place. The Festival went ahead although 

thousands of participants boycotted it due to the 

enormous public awareness about the threat to 

the vultures. Our efforts did not stop the event, but 

they led to the creation of a coalition of like-minded 

organization.

The experience was upsetting for all but it helped us 

to understand why most Kenyans are silent when 

they witness abuses to wildlife.  WildlifeDirect stands 

out as a courageous organization that stands up 

for endangered wildlife.  This is vitally important at 

this time when Kenya is undergoing rapid changes 

and developments that degrade wildlife habitats 

and threaten vital dispersal areas. It is no longer 

poachers alone that threaten our wildlife heritage. 

This led us to completely rethink our strategy and 

to identify actions that could address key threats to 

wildlife in Kenya and Africa.

After five months of planning, we crystalized our 

ideas into three key areas of action – First, we 

recognize the need to continue fighting wildlife 

crime and in addition, we will support efforts that 

secure the integrity of protected areas, buffer 

zones and dispersal areas, as well as secure the 

fundamental rights of people especially when 

affected by wildlife. Secondly, we concluded that 

inaction against threats to wildlife was a behaviour 

we have to change. Kenyans do not care when 

wildlife is threatened because they think wildlife 

simply comprises the Big Five, and that wildlife is 

valuable only due to tourism.

Our strategy is to elevate the importance of wildlife 

to our national heritage and a source of pride for 

all Kenyans. We are doing this mainly through our 

TV series Wildlife Warriors. Finally, we feel that 

education and outreach are vital to enlist current 

and future generations of proud wildlife stewards, 

and so we are redoubling our work in schools and 

communities through our Wildlife Warriors Kids 

Clubs. We aim to take the programme to scale 

across East Africa in the next 3 years. 

To achieve these ambitious goals, WildlifeDirect will 

raise USD 10 million over 3 years which will allow us 

to build our capacity and stretch our wings beyond 

the borders of Kenya.

I want to thank all of you who have stood by us 

through the most difficult year. It was disheartening 

at times, but despite the challenges, there is 

no denying that our work is impacting families, 

children and even the government. In September, 

the Cabinet Secretary of Tourism and Wildlife 

celebrated International Vulture Awareness Day at 

Hell’s Gate National Park in Naivasha. 
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INTRODUCTION
WildlifeDirect key programs focused on fighting wildlife crime, 

nurturing a generation of wildlife warriors and using television 

to bring wildlife stories to people. WildlifeDirect is an agile 

organization that is able to respond rapidly to new threats as 

they arise.

Like everyone everywhere, the Coronavirus pandemic disrupted 

our work. However, we used the unusual opportunity to educate 

our people about how zoonoses are caused and why protecting 

nature is key to preventing further disease outbreaks. Since most 

Kenyans were confined to their homes due to COVID-19, our 

team worked hard to bring high-quality wildlife documentaries 

into their living rooms via a program called ‘My Wild Africa’ 

broadcasting on local TV across Kenya and reaching close 

to 500,000 viewers every week. We launched the Nature’s 

Treasures, a weekly photo competition to engage nature lovers, 

amateur photographers, and children.

It was also during this forced downtime that we took the time to 

rethink our strategy, which will be launched in 2021. The three-

year strategic plan is organized around three pillars of work: 

Legal - defending the integrity of protected areas, seeking 

justice for wildlife and people, and campaigning to secure critical 

wildlife buffer zones, dispersal areas and corridors. The second 

pillar is to change the narrative of conservation in Africa by 

producing African positive films and developing the capacity of 

African storytellers. The third pillar is education and outreach, 

through Wildlife Warriors Kids Clubs in schools. 

5
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
LEGAL PROGRAM
Courtroom Monitoring: The legal team visited 

17 courts in 2020 and spent the better part of the 

year compiling the courtroom monitoring report 

from cases brought before the 113 Kenyan courts 

in 2018-2019 under the Wildlife Conservation 

and Management Act (WCMA, 2013), Forest 

Conservation and Management Act (FCMA, 2016) 

and Fisheries Management and Development Act 

(FMDA, 2016). This report will be the fourth in a 

series of reports on wildlife crimes cases in Kenyan 

courts, which have contributed to significant 

improvements in the process and outcomes of 

wildlife crime cases brought before Kenyan courts. 

The report, to be launched in 2021 represents the 

most complete picture yet available of patterns of 

environmental crime across Kenya.   

We acknowledge the efforts made by the Judiciary 

Training Institute (JTI), Office of the Director of 

Public Prosecutions (ODPP), Kenya Wildlife Service 

(KWS), National Police Service (NPS) and other 

agencies to improve enforcement of wildlife law 

both in the field and in the courts. 

iCourtroom App: The iCourtroom App is a 

digital software system running on an android and 

web-based platform which (1) monitors, tracks, 

maps and analyses wildlife crime data collected in 

all courts in Kenya; (2) provides legal aid resources; 

(3) access to wildlife crime offenders database; 

(4) whistle-blower platform to report wildlife crime. 

This is a first of a kind digital tool that is meant to 

synergise law enforcement’s follow up of court 

cases, track and report on the progress of cases, 

evaluate and measure the performance of law 

enforcement, allow public access to legal resources 

on their rights and duties to report on wildlife crime, 

allow easy and reliable access to important public 

records. The App will be piloted in select courts in 

Kenya and then rolled out in 2021.

Legal Capacity Building

 � 10th Annual Judicial dialogue: The 

Annual Judicial Dialogue is an Inter-

Agency Collaboration on Environment 

and Wildlife Crime partnership that brings 

together law enforcement agencies and 

conservation organizations involved in 

addressing environmental crimes in Kenya.  

In November, WildlifeDirect Legal Affairs 

Manager, Mary Morrison, presented on 

the emerging jurisprudence on wildlife and 

environmental crimes, based on our work, 

at the Annual Judicial Dialogue. This was 

the 1st virtual judicial dialogue and brought 

together about 60 judicial, prosecutorial and 

Legal Affairs Manager, Mary Morrison, showcasing the 
iCourtroom App © Paula Kahumbu / WildlifeDirect



enforcement officers. The Dialogue theme 

was “Emerging Trends in Adjudicating Wildlife 

and Environmental Crime”. It has since been 

a pivotal forum for building awareness and 

dialogue about concerns and challenges in 

the implementation of the Act. WildlifeDirect 

has continued to play a crucial role in 

supporting this Dialogue since its inception.  

 � Review of WCMA:  Wi ldl i feDirect 

Legal Affairs Manager participated in 

several virtual meeting organized by the 

Conservation Alliance of Kenya (CAK) to 

give input on the review of the Wildlife Act. 

WildlifeDirect also prepared a paper on the 

current situation of Kenya’s Wildlife Laws 

as well as submitted a memorandum on 

the Wildlife Conservation and Management 

(Amendment) Bill to the Committee on 

Lands, Environment and Natural Resources 

Senate.  

Defending the Integrity of Protected Areas 

While rates of elephant poaching are, thankfully, 

falling, current threats to wildlife are more insidious, 

arising from piecemeal destruction and degradation 

of wildlife habitats by uncontrolled development, 

including government-backed large infrastructure 

projects.

The scenario is fluid and threats to wildlife are shaped 

by local contexts. There is a need to respond to this 

new reality by facilitating and supporting local-level 

responses to threats to wildlife while intervening at 

the national level to address more deep-rooted and 

structural problems. 

Thanks to our high-profile campaigns, TV 

programming, and our prominent presence on 

social media, WildlifeDirect is well known throughout 

Kenya. We receive numerous requests from local 

environmental organizations for help in addressing 

threats to protected areas and other environmental 

problems.

Legal Affairs Manager, Mary Morrison at the 10th National Judicial Dialogue ©Victoria Wangui / WildlifeDirect
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We respond to every query, with advice, by putting 

like-minded organizations in contact with each other 

and, where possible, becoming directly involved. 

We are currently working with local environmental 

organizations to address threats to Nairobi National 

Park, the Amboseli ecosystem, the Maasai Mara, 

and Hell’s Gate National Park.  

Environmental Justice Desk

In early 2020, WildlifeDirect formed the 

Environmental Justice Desk to cater to concerns 

arising out of government or private action on 

protected areas, their buffer zones and green 

spaces. The Environmental Justice Desk is still in its 

initial stages of formation and seeks to advocate for 

and defend the integrity of green spaces, protected 

areas and ensuring justice for wildlife and people. 

The Environmental Justice Desk’s main activities 

include advocacy through public hearings, media, 

campaigns and workshops; assistance in public 

interest litigation and providing legal information 

involving wildlife and the environment to citizens. 

The Desk will be formally launched in 2021 but has 

already been effective in addressing the following 

matters.

 � Hell’s Gate National Park case: In 

February 2020, WildlifeDirect held the 

government accountable in a case filed at 

the Environment and Land Court in Nakuru 

County, Kenya. The case involved a major 

festival held at the Hells Gate National 

Park, a well-known breeding area for avian 

species including the critically endangered 

Rüppell’s vultures.  We did not win the case, 

however, the issue brought about a massive 

awareness to citizens about the imminent 

threats to protected areas.

 � Nairobi National Park Management 

Plan: In June 2020, we organized a 

three-day open space virtual meeting 

that brought close to 200 participants to 

discuss the future of Nairobi National Park. 

The event was convened under the banner 

of Conservation Alliance of Kenya (CAK) 

from June 12th to 14th, 2020 to address 

the question, “how can we ensure the 

management plan commits to protecting 

the unique, immeasurable ecological 

value and potential of the park for 

the public in Nairobi and beyond?” 

Following an outcry from the public about 

inadequate public consultation, a stop 

order on finalizing the park plan was issued 

and an additional review period granted.

White Backed Vulture and Rüppell’s Vulture ©Shiv Kapila
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White Backed Vulture and Rüppell’s Vulture © Shiv Kapila

 � Nairobi Green Spaces: WildlifeDirect 

is part of the Daima Coalition that brings 

together environmental and conservation 

organizations to champion the protection 

of green spaces in Nairobi including the 

Nairobi National Park, Uhuru Park, which 

the late Prof. Wangari Maathai stood to 

protect and other green spaces in the 

city. WildlifeDirect actively engaged in 

the SAWS OFF OUR TREE campaign in 

late October 2020 that saw the Nairobi 

Metropolitan Services (NMS) give the 

undertaking to protect a 100-year-old fig 

Dr. Paula Kahumbu addressing the crowd during the 
peaceful march ©Joseph Kiptarus

tree that had been earmarked for felling 

to pave way for the Nairobi Expressway. In 

showing the importance of green spaces in 

a city, WildlifeDirect also joined the Daima 

Coalition in the area where the late Hon. 

Wangari Maathai protested for Freedom 

Corner, Uhuru Park in late November of 

2020.

 � Avocado farm on Kimana corridor: 

WildlifeDirect is also involved in a case 

concerning the Kimana Corridor where 

180 acres of land has been cleared for 

an avocado plantation. The Kimana 

Corridor, which is found within Amboseli 

National Park, is one of Africa’s most 

famous landscapes. It is home to many 

endangered animal species, as well as 

globally important wildlife populations, 

including more than 2,000 elephants. 

It is an area of approximately 36,000 

acres to the east of Amboseli National 

Park. It is an important wildlife dispersal 

area and a wildlife corridor that connects 

Amboseli with other landscapes to the 

east, including the Chyulu Hills National 

Park and the Tsavo Ecosystem. The current 

Amboseli ecosystem now faces the threat 

of infrastructural development and human 

activities.The cases before the court are for 

an integrated mixed-use farm development 

of approximately 70.41 hectares which 

the proponent KiliAvo Fresh Farm Ltd is 

planning to develop for the production 

of avocados and vegetables (onions, 

tomatoes and garlic) to be sold locally and 

for export markets plus fodder for livestock 

under both rain-fed and irrigation.

9
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
PROGRAM
2020 was a challenging year for the Education 

program, which continues to provide conservation 

education to primary school children across 

Kenya. Despite the challenges brought on due to 

the Coronavirus Pandemic, which struck just as 

we were kicking off our activities, we saw some 

progress during the year. 

We participated in a Citizen Science project in 

collaboration with The Grevy’s Zebra Trust and 

Mpala Research Centre; took children on a field 

excursion in Nairobi National Park and began 

an exciting project to keep children engaged in 

Wildlife Warriors Kids with Dr. Paula Kahumbu and Dr. Dino J Martins during the Great Grevy’s Rally 
©Trish Sewe/WildlifeDirect

conservation activities while at home during the 

pandemic through the Wildlife Warriors Kids weekly 

newsletter.

We are grateful to our partners and donors 

including National Geographic, The Perfect World 

Foundation, Milkywire Foundation, Princeton 

University, University of Utah, Mpala Research 

Centre, Diana and Steve Kisinga and all the 

scientists who shared their stories and experiences 

through the newsletter. We also truly appreciate 

the judges and individual donors who supported 

the Nature’s Treasures Photo Competition which 

provided kids and amateur photographers with 

a platform to showcase their wildlife and nature 

photography skills.
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Wildlife Warriors Kids Clubs 

The Wildlife Warriors Kids Clubs continued with 

activities during the first term of 2020. However, after 

the first COVID-19 case was registered in Kenya, 

the government shut down all schools from March 

17, crippling all activities in the Education sector. 

However, we were happy to see an increase in the 

number of schools joining the program from the 

initial 33 schools in January 2020 to 57 schools by 

the end of the year.  These new schools increased 

the individual members by 720 children.  

With schools closed, the teachers WhatsApp 

group was the most effective way of keeping the 

teachers engaged during the more than 7 months 

that schools were closed and is the mode of 

communication that will be used into 2021

Grevy’s Zebra during the 2020 Great Grevy’s Rally © 
Paula Kahumbu/WildlifeDirect

Location of Wildlife Warriors Kids Clubs in Kenya



Dr. Paula Kahumbu with Wildlife Warriors Kids during the 2020 Great Grevy’s Rally © Bianca Otero/WildlifeDirect

Diana Kisinga (centre) with two students from Ithiani 
Primary School at Nairobi National Park ©Ken Gitau/
WildlifeDirect

A Wildlife Warriors Kids club member taking a photo 
©Ken Gitau/WildlifeDirect

Tobias Odhacha, Eduction and Outreach Assistant 
engaging with some of the students at the Ivory Burning 
Site at Nairobi National Park

Joy Omulupi showing the students different types of grass 
found at the Ivory Burning Site at Nairobi National Park

12
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Field Events

Before the outbreak of COVID-19, we held two 

events with some members of the Wildlife Warriors 

Kids Clubs. 

 � The Great Grevy’s Rally (GGR):  The 

GGR is a national census of Grevy’s zebra 

that takes place every two years since 

2016. The rally brings together scientists, 

landowners, conservancies and members 

of the public in driving through designated 

areas and photographing the right side of 

every individual Grevy’s zebra observed 

with a provided GPS enabled digital camera. 

Each Grevy’s zebra has a unique stripe 

pattern, which helps with the identification 

of each individual. The photographs are 

then processed by the Image-Based 

Ecological Information System (IBEIS), 

which identifies the individual, its age, 

sex, and the observational time and 

location it was spotted. The IBEIS results 

are used to estimate the size of the Grevy’s 

zebra population throughout Kenya. At the 

end of January, the Education team took 

50 children and 7 teachers from 7 primary 

schools to participate in the GGR 2020 in 

partnership with Mpala Research Centre, 

and The Grevy’s Zebra Trust. Children from 

Nairobi, Kajiado and Meru Counties who 

had never seen Grevy’s Zebras before 

were intrigued by their impressive stripes. 

The Counties that participated in the GGR 

2020 count were Laikipia (the host county), 

Isiolo, Samburu, Meru and Marsabit. This 

is an important citizen science activity that 

provides children with a platform to get 

hands-on experience in data collection, 

which informs decision-making in the 

conservation of Grevy’s zebras. 

 � Park Visits: Taking children to the park 

has become our tradition. We marked 

World Wildlife Day on March 3rd by taking 

49 children from Ithiani Primary School in 

Kitui to the Nairobi National Park where 

they had the opportunity to experience 

wildlife in its natural habitat. The children 

were also engaged in an interactive Q & 

A session after the game drive. 2 teachers 

accompanied the children. Ms. Diana 

Kisinga and Steve Kisinga who were also in 

attendance funded the trip.
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Wildlife Warriors Kids Newsletter  � Content: Each issue contains facts about 

wildlife and interviews with conservationists, 

along with jokes, quizzes, artwork sent in by 

readers, and information on upcoming films 

of “My Wild Africa”. 

 � Topics Covered: Understanding Whales, 

Fun Facts about Butterflies, Things to do to 

help Nature, etc. In the segment on “Meet the 

Experts”, we interviewed conservationists 

working in different fields like research on 

hyenas, beehive fences to combat Human-

Wildlife Conflict; and saving butterflies and 

also the Wildlife Warriors film crew

 � Distribution: The newsletter was shared 

weekly via WildlifeDirect.org, WhatsApp 

groups, Twitter and Facebook. Each page 

was also shared on Instagram every 24hrs. 

WildlifeDirect has over 9,000 followers 

on Instagram, 31,000 followers on Twitter 

and 29,220 followers on WildlifeDirect and 

Hands Off Our Elephants Facebook pages.  

We have 242 subscribers who received the 

newsletter via e-mail. These were drawn 

from a cross-section of people, some 

teachers, parents and even youth.

The newsletter is designed to bring content on 

wildlife and nature in the most child-friendly 

manner. It is available for all children worldwide and 

is a chance to connect, join the Wildlife Warriors 

movement, learn from experts, and through adverts 

that are posted in the newsletter watch wildlife films 

on local TV channels in Kenya.

Children are encouraged to submit stories, drawings 

and film reviews, and also share their practical tips for 

In May 2020, the Education and Outreach team 

launched the Wildlife Warriors Kids Newsletter for 

children and the young at heart. The newsletter 

was distributed online via wildlifedirect.org, email, 

SMS, and WhatsApp among other Social Media 

Platforms.

 � Format: The Wildlife Warriors Kids 

newsletter was circulated each week in a 

PDF format to make it easier to read and 

share on a mobile device. The pages varied 

between 14 – 38 pages depending on the 

number of pictures. 

https://wildlifedirect.org/media-and-publications/kids-newsletters/
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Crab caught by a jellyfish by Peter Leposos from Kenya

A Duiker by Jim Joel from Uganda

Nature’s Treasures Photo Competition
Photography is a powerful tool that can be used to 

tell a story and empower citizens to protect nature 

and wildlife. During the Coronavirus Pandemic, we 

launched the Wildlife Warriors Nature’s Treasures 

Photo Competition which accepted entries 

from nature lovers, amateur and professional 

photographers from anywhere in East Africa; 

Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and Rwanda. 

activities they are doing at home to protect nature. The 

team published 32 editions of the weekly newsletter 

in 2020 and here are some quotes from readers. 

“I have just found this magazine and absolutely 

love it! Thank you for creating such a much-needed 

resource. I am home-schooling a few children in the 

Maasai Mara and it will be an excellent resource 

for our school”.

Diana (Maasai Mara)

“Thank you so much for putting together such an 

informative Kids newsletter on lions and for sharing 

with us the newsletter. Thank you too for 
sharing our 

lion stories with the kids. We look forward to more 

collaborations in the future.”

Ewaso Lions

Season One of Nature’s Treasures Photo 

Competition was launched on March 17th, 2020 as 

an incentive for Kenyans to go outdoors, observe, 

document, and share their love for nature. A total 

of 1051 incredible photos were submitted from 246 

different photographers in 12 themes across Kenya. 

Season Two which launched on August 1st, 2020 

accepting images across East Africa in a total of 

six themes and has received images from Kenya, 

Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi. 

This season attracted 228 Kenyans, 6 Tanzanians, 

5 Ugandans and 2 Rwandese and 941 images 

were submitted.
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Derrick Memusi from Doldol High School created a 
Hanging Garden

Usha Harish
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The photo competition was publicised on Social 

Media, in the Wildlife Warriors Kids Newsletter 

where junior entries were recognised each week 

and the monthly newsletter where winners were also 

highlighted each month. The East African, a national 

newspaper, featured the competition adding that 

the competition will allow amateur photographers 

to test their skills and capture nature’s resources 

from their homes, garden, national parks and game 

reserves near them. 

The judging panel for the competition included 

Usha Harish, a wildlife photographer and a safari 

planner based in Kenya, Callie Broaddus, a 

wildlife photographer and conservationist based 

in Washington, D.C and Ananth Krishnamurthy, an 

amateur photographer with a passion for wildlife 

and wildlife conservation, based in the US.

Children living adjacent to protected areas who 

used to hunt wild hares have now stopped since 

joining the Wildlife Warriors Kids clubs.

Usha Harish also conducted a wildlife photography 

session for beginners and amateur photographers. 

Usha shared tips and tricks, her experience in 

wildlife photography, and what makes a good 

photograph.

Spotlight on Wildlife Warriors Kids

Derrick Memusi, a student from Doldol High School 

started his project called “Hanging Gardens”.  He 

uses pieces of used plastic, old wire and other 

items, which he recycles. “Out of curiosity and 

creativity, I have found alternative ways of re-using 

waste materials at home to help nature”.
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Rita participating in a Q & A session during the 2019 
Wildlife Warriors Kids Expedition ©Alex Mbaiyo / 
WildlifeDirect

“We used to chase and hunt wild hares and other small animals.  That was before I joined the club in my school and I became a 
Wildlife Warrior. Now, I teach my friends about conservation and we don’t kill the animals anymore. In fact, I want to be a ranger 
when I grow up so that I can continue to protect animals”. – Geoffrey Saning’o Inkoisuk Primary School, Kajiado

Rita Semeten Ltajeuwa was a member of the 

Wildlife Warriors Kids Club in Olgirgir Primary 

School. In 2019, she along with others attended the 

Kids Expedition in Laikipia. She was so intrigued 

by what she learned that she asked Dr. Kahumbu 

to assist her to secure a place in high school after 

sitting for her exams at the end of that year. She 

was from a poor family and was certain that without 

a scholarship, she would not be able to continue 

with school and would most likely end up as a child 

bride.

In 2020, WildlifeDirect secured a donation 

from Mpala Research Center. Despite schools 

being closed, Rita continued learning online 

using a smartphone that was bought for her by 

WildlifeDirect. Her enthusiasm for conservation is 

amazing. She enjoys reading the Wildlife Warriors 

Kids newsletter and other materials WildlifeDirect 

availed to children in the program. Rita is a true 

Wildlife Warrior. 
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One of the community members serving a child from 
Enkijape Primary school with fortified porridge ©Victoria 
Wangui /WildlifeDirect

Plans for the Future -2021 

 � Feeding Program:    

During the year, WildlifeDirect fed over 750 

children at Enkijape Primary School. The 

feeding program was initiated in May 2017 

and has had a positive impact on children 

with low absenteeism reported every 

school term. This year, we purchased 260 

bags of fortified flour for Enkijape Primary 

School in Kajiado County. Unfortunately, 

when schools closed due to the COVID-19 

they were not able to use this flour, which 

eventually expired. However, the supplier 

was able to replace the remaining 82 

bags and the children got to enjoy their 

mug of porridge in the last term of the 

year. The feeding program was made 

possible through funding from the Elephant 

Cooperation.

 � Getting masks to communities:  

To mitigate the effect of COVID-19, 

WildlifeDirect joined many organizations 

in finding ways to reduce infection and 

WildlifeDirect COO, Trish Sewe, giving masks to 
community members at Naretunoi Conservancy 

flatten the curve by providing vulnerable 

community members living adjacent to 

Parks with reusable facemasks. In May 

2020, we appealed to our supporters to 

donate towards the mask appeal and raised 

$3000 to provide over 2000 reusable 

facemasks, which were made by Lulea 

By Chesneau. Some of the masks were 

distributed to households living adjacent to 

Nairobi National Park. While filming Wildlife 

Warriors Season 2 in Maasai Mara in Narok 

County, we also distributed the facemasks 

to the elders in the community. WildlifeDirect 

will continue to distribute masks in 2021 to 

alleviate the effects of COVID-19.

 � Wildlife Warriors Kids Field Lab:  

We are excited to announce a new project; 

Wildlife Warriors Kids Field Lab will be 

launched in 2021 following the generous 

contribution of 30 acres of land adjacent 

to the Nairobi National Park. The Kenya 

Conservation Trust donated the land. The 

Field Lab is being designed to offer a space 

and platform for children from around the 

country to visit and explore natural habitats. 

They will learn about mammals, birds, 

reptiles, plants, insects, trees and culture. 
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WILDLIFEDIRECT TV SERIES
WildlifeDirect has been at the forefront to make films about Africa’s wildlife available to Africans on free-to-

view TV. The series NTV Wild represented a breakthrough in making award-winning documentaries about 

African wildlife available for the first time to viewers in Africa on free-to-view TV. In partnership with the Kenyan 

broadcaster NTV, the series broadcast more than 100 wildlife documentaries at peak viewing times in 2016–

17, attracting millions of viewers across Kenya. The companion series to NTV Wild, NTV Wild Talk was the first 

African-made current affairs TV series focusing on environmental issues. A total of 65 episodes were produced, 

and 29% of Kenyans watched one or more episodes. Since 2018, we have partnered with Vivid Features, 

Kenya’s top film production company, to produce the acclaimed documentary series Wildlife Warriors. 

The Wildlife Warriors TV Crew during the filming of Wildlife Warriors Season Two
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Wildlife Warriors Season 1

The first season of Wildlife Warriors features 14 

extraordinary Kenyan conservation heroes and 

the iconic species that they are working to protect. 

2020 saw the continuation of spreading the 

Wildlife Warriors Series across different channels 

in Kenya and developing partnerships across 

the world. Season 1, which had premiered on 

November 6, 2019, on EbonyLife TV in Nigeria and 

ended on 29th January 2020.

The broadcast reached nearly 70 million people 

in 26 African countries where EbonyLife TV is 

broadcast.

In April we announced a new partnership with Switch 

TV, a new channel that targets youth audiences 

especially university students. Season 1 was aired 

every Sunday at 2:00 PM (EAT). The first episode 

debuted on Sunday 19th April 2020 and the last 

episode was screened on Sunday 26th July 2020.

In 2020, WildlifeDirect announced a new partnership 

with WaterBear Network, a new interactive video 

platform dedicated to supporting life on our fragile 

planet through world-class storytelling, cutting-

edge technology and a global network of partners 

working together for impact.

The platform was launched on December 1st, 2020 

and is live streaming Wildlife Warriors Season 1. 

WaterBear Network is available for audience in 

the US, Canada, UK, Ireland, Netherlands, South 

Africa, Australia and New Zealand. It will be rolled 

out in East Africa and other countries in 2021.

Wildlife Warriors TV Crew filming Rhinos ©Johann Vorster

The Wildlife Warriors TV car surrounded by Wildebeest 
during filming in the Maasai Mara ©Anand Madhvani
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Wildlife Warriors Season 2

At the end of 2020, journalist Jon Lee Anderson of 

The New Yorker accompanied the Wildlife Warriors 

film crew around Kenya during the shoot to find out 

more about our work and penned a major article 

titled A Kenyan Ecologist’s Crusade to save her 

Country’s Wildlife to be published in the February 1, 

2021 issue of the hugely popular magazine.  

Awards & Special Screenings

In February, the Communications team attended 
the 7th edition of Sankalp Africa Summit 2020 
where they screened Watamu Whales featuring 
wildlife hero Michael Mwang’ombe. The audience 
was very intrigued and were curious to know 
how they too can become conservation heroes. 
Sankalp is an initiative that was started by Intellecap 
in 2009 to create a thriving ecosystem for business-
led solutions to achieve the UN SDG Sustainable 
Development Goals by 2030 across the Global 
South.

In the same month, we screened the Wildlife 

Warriors episode on Laikipia Leopards featuring 

Trish Sewe (WildlifeDirect COO) & Victoria Wangui (Wildlife Direct Communications Assistant) at the 7th 
Sankalp Africa Summit Trish 2020

one of their students, Ambrose Letoluai during the 

2nd Green Week event organized by the African 

Nazarene University on 6th February.

In March, the team screened Amboseli Elephants 

at the first edition of “Pint of Science Kenya”, an 

annual science festival that takes place in pubs 

and bars, held in partnership with Falling Walls 

Engage and the Traveling Telescope. The audience 

was marvelled by the statement ‘Elephants are 

ecosystem engineers’ and called for the species to 

be protected. 

In September, Wildlife Warriors: Lewa Rhinos 

episode was nominated as a finalist at the Latin 

American Nature Awards which is a joint effort 

to encourage the production of documentaries, 

photographs, illustrations, books, studies and other 

artistic and scientific media promoting awareness 

and knowledge about our flora, fauna and the 

environment.



Annual Report • 2020

22

Ambrose Letoluai (Laikipia Leopards) received 

the donation of a new camera for his research and 

a scholarship for undergraduate studies in Nairobi. 

On February 18th 2020, he was featured as “The 

Conservation Warrior” in a new item on NTV 

about the discovery of a black leopard in Laikipia. 

https://ntv.nation.co.ke/news/2720124-4988368-

10mjdyh/index.html

Dedan Ngatia (Laikipia Wild dogs) was shortlisted 

for the Global Alliance for Rabies Control World 

Rabies Day Awards 2019 for his work in the Laikipia 

Rabies Vaccination Campaign.

Brenda Nyaguthii (Vulturine Guineafowls) will 

be graduating in 2021 with a Masters in Wildlife 

Management from University of Eldoret. In late 

2019, her work on the Vulturine Guineafowl at Mpala 

Research Centre led to her contribution on a high-

level scientific research paper titled “The multilevel 

society of a small-brained bird.” https://www.mpg.

de/14071193/multilevel-society-birds.

Jeneria Lekilelei (Samburu Lions) was a runner 

up in the Tusk Trust Conservation Awards and 

was the subject of a feature article in the leading 

UK newspaper, the Daily Telegraph, published on 

November 18th, 2019. https://www.telegraph.

co.uk/travel/safaris-and-wildlife/tusk-awards-

jeneria-lekilelei/ On February 18th 2020, he was 

featured in an article in the Kenyan online newspaper 

Khusoko. https://khusoko.com/2020/02/18/meet-

samburus-jeneria-lekilelei-the-lion-hunter-turned-

conservationist/

https://ntv.nation.co.ke/news/2720124-4988368-10mjdyh/index.html
https://ntv.nation.co.ke/news/2720124-4988368-10mjdyh/index.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/safaris-and-wildlife/tusk-awards-jeneria-lekilelei/%20On
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/safaris-and-wildlife/tusk-awards-jeneria-lekilelei/%20On
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/safaris-and-wildlife/tusk-awards-jeneria-lekilelei/%20On
https://khusoko.com/2020/02/18/meet-samburus-jeneria-lekilelei-the-lion-hunter-turned-conservationist/
https://khusoko.com/2020/02/18/meet-samburus-jeneria-lekilelei-the-lion-hunter-turned-conservationist/
https://khusoko.com/2020/02/18/meet-samburus-jeneria-lekilelei-the-lion-hunter-turned-conservationist/
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Films on TV 

THE ELEPHANT QUEEN

During the lockdown we period partnered with 

Citizen TV to bring ‘The Elephant Queen’ (TEQ) to 

the local audience in Kenya. The film is an award-

winning wildlife documentary produced and filmed 

by Victoria Stone and Mark Deeble. TEQ debuted 

on Citizen TV on Easter Sunday and received 

massive reception from the audience who gave 

positive feedback countrywide.

The screening was followed by a webinar hosted 

by Dr. Paula Kahumbu featuring the award-winning 

filmmakers’ Victoria and Mark. They shared their 

extraordinary experience of shooting TEQ in Tsavo 

and Amboseli ecosystems.

THE LAST ANIMALS

On Earth Day 2020, The Last Animals, directed by 

Kate Brooks, was screened on Switch TV and later 

aired on Citizen TV. The gut-wrenching film delves 

into the wildlife trafficking crisis that is pushing our 

majestic African elephants and rhinos towards 

extinction and sparked interest in wildlife crime. 

The broadcast of the film was followed by a webinar 

moderated by Bella Lack, a British conservation 

youth activist. The panel included Dr. Paula 

Kahumbu, Kate Brooks, Dr. Thomas Hildebrandt 

(Germany) Professor and Head of Leibniz Institute 

for Zoo and Wildlife Research (IZW) and Dr. Sam 

Wasser (USA) Director, Center for Conservation 

Biology, University of Washington.

MY WILD AFRICA

In May 2020, WildlifeDirect announced a 

partnership with Citizen TV Kenya and launched a 

series of captivating stories from across Africa. My 

Wild Africa brings to Kenyans high-quality wildlife 

documentary films every week on Sunday at 5:30 

pm EAT. Since May, close to half a million viewers 

in Kenya have watched 17 individual films and 2 

series documentaries. 

These wildlife documentaries showcased the beauty 

and wildlife in Africa and allowed Kenyans to learn 

about the different wildlife species some of which 

have not been seen in Kenya before. Africa remains 

one of the best places to film wildlife documentaries 

and My Wild Africa gives Kenyans the opportunity 

to watch films that have been produced.
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VIRTUAL MEETINGS WITH PARTNERS IN THE FILM INDUSTRY
In September Dr. Kahumbu was a Jackson Wild 2020 Virtual Summit speaker 

discussing how to illuminate stories of hope during our global pandemic with 

Noel Kok, Rachael Strecher, Sara Hylton, Sofía López Mañán and Tamara Merino. 

In October, Dr. Paula Kahumbu was a delegate and speaker at the 2020 Nature, Environment 

and Wildlife Filmmakers (NEWF) Congress, which was conducted in a virtual world. With the 

current Coronavirus pandemic, conferences and meetings across the world have had to re-

imagine how to move forward and this is where virtual meets reality.

NEWF Congress 2020 was not your ordinary conference. The entire conference was held via 

Virtual Reality (VR) – meaning that all the delegates were present in physical spaces across 

the globe with VR headsets on. Also in attendance was Kaddu Sebunya, the CEO of the 

African Wildlife Foundation, who was the keynote speaker at the congress. Kaddu urged 

African filmmakers to keep producing more content on nature and wildlife, as this would bring 

immense change to the current conservation narrative in Africa.

This year, the NEWF Congress’ goal was to share stories of hope and inspire a call to action 

presenting phenomenal opportunities for collaboration, innovation, storytelling and impact. 

WildlifeDirect believes films have the power to drive change. 

Dr. Paula Kahumbu and Mogamat Shamier Magmoet experimenting with the 
Virtual Reality set taking a selfie
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NETWORKING & EVENTS
 � Pathways Africa Conference: The 

Pathways Africa Conference was held on 

February 16th – 19th 2020 at Brackenhurst 

Hotel and Conferences, Limuru, Kenya. 

Legal Affairs Manager, Mary Morrison 

was present during the 3-day conference, 

which involved discussions, learning 

opportunities, and networking activities with 

other women conservationists.

 � UNESCO panel discussion on 

disinformation around climate change. Dr. 

Kahumbu was part of a high-level UNESCO 

panel discussion on the disinformation 

around climate change on June 19th 

2021. Other panellists included Dr. Martina 

Klimes, Roberto Savio, Clement Boissseau 

and Ricardo Grassia that was moderated 

by Guy Berger moderated the discussion.

MEDIA
In 2020, WildlifeDirect was mentioned 107 times in 

multiple and similar media houses; 60 international 

media mentions and 48 local media mentions. 

Here are some of the media mentions featuring 

interviews with Dr. Paula Kahumbu.

 � The USAID, through the United States 

Department of the Interior, has supported the 

Wildlife Warriors TV series filmed in Kenya 

by Vivid Features Limited and produced 

by Dr. Paula Kahumbu, which continues 

to raise conservation awareness not just 

in Kenya but also in Africa. WildlifeDirect 

uses a citizen science approach to engage 

children in conservation and one such 

project is the ‘Kids and Goats for Elephants’ 

project. In 2020, we wrote how the project 

will help conservationists protect the African 

Elephant on the December - January issue 

of Focus on Property Magazine. 

Chloé Cipolletta from National Geographic and Legal 
Affairs Manager Mary Morrison

1.5K
followers

9K
followers

29.22k
followers

31k+
followers

Wildlife Direct
Social Media

Followers 

https://www.kenya-real-estate.com/fop-december-issue-2019/
https://www.kenya-real-estate.com/fop-december-issue-2019/
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 � We wrote about the Wildlife Warriors Kids 

newsletter, which you can read more on the 

February issue of Focus on property and 

on the importance of Green Spaces in the 

March issue of Focus on property.

 � For International Women’s Day in 2020, Dr. 

Paula Kahumbu joined two other prominent 

Kenyan women in a panel ‘Celebrating 

Women’s Achievements’ on K24, a local 

Kenyan television channel.

 � Dr. Paula Kahumbu was recognized as one 

of five women using their unique talents to 

protect the planet on Eco Watch, a long-

time leader in environmental news.

 � WildlifeDirect was featured in The New 

Big Five Project, an international initiative 

celebrate wildlife and wildlife photography.

 � Dr. Paula Kahumbu and Amnesty 

International Executive Director, Mr. 

Irungu Houghton discussed why we must 

find solutions to protect and repair our 

environment during the Coronavirus 

pandemic in the local newspaper, The 

Standard.

 � Our CEO, Dr. Paula Kahumbu was 

interviewed for a major article in the 

Geographical about the role of hunting 

in the future of conservation. If we do not 

make communities equal partners in the 

national conservation goal we will lose their 

support, and without them, we lose wildlife.

 � Dr. Paula Kahumbu called for a proper, 

transparent, accountable and internationally 

approved mechanism to monitor the state 

of forests in the country. Conservationists 

and representatives of forest communities 

state that communities must be given key 

roles in management and conservation as 

they know best. The story as written in a 

local newspaper, The Star.

 � Dr. Paula Kahumbu called on Japan and 

the owners of the ship that caused an oil 

spill on the marine ecosystem around Blue 

Bay Marine Park and the Mahebourg coral 

lagoon in Mauritius, to take responsibility 

for the oil spill and impact it has on the 

environment. The article as written by 

international news agency Anadolu.

 � Dr. Paula Kahumbu emphasized the 

need for Kenya to have a diverse habitat 

following a plan to fence off Nairobi National 

Park, which has angered indigenous 

communities and conservationists as 

written in The Guardian.

 � With visitor numbers down, Kenyan wildlife 

advocates need to consider alternative 

conservation funding streams. Dr. Paula 

Kahumbu stated that wild areas benefit the 

economy through ecosystems services like 

clean air, water for domestic and commercial 

use, energy generation, and more. This 

was written by Kenyan Journalist Kari Mutu 

in the Earth Island Journal.

 � Mary Morrison, Legal Affairs Manager at 

WildlifeDirect, was in a panel discussion 

on Kenya Broadcasting Corporation 

(KBC) discussing the importance of green 

spaces and the work the Daima Coalition 

is doing to address the protection of green 

spaces.

 � Dr. Paula Kahumbu, CEO at WildlifeDirect, 

was in a panel discussion on CTGN Africa 

discussing the impact of the extinction 

happening in Africa and what we can do to 

reverse this change. 

https://www.kenya-real-estate.com/fop-february-issue-2020/
https://www.kenya-real-estate.com/fop-march-issue-2020/
https://www.ecowatch.com/women-environmental-leaders-2645405942.html
https://daimagreenspaces.org/
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EXPENSES        
WildlifeDirect expenses decreased by 25% to Ksh. 53,733,501 in 2020 from Ksh. 71,859,466 in 2019  

  

 WILDLIFE DIRECT        

 STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME      

 AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2020        

        2020  2019 

        KShs    KShs  

 INCOME      81,852,215  57,225,209   

    

 EXPENDITURE        

 SALARIES AND WAGES      21,585,365   26,103,052   

 OPERATING PROGRAM EXPENSES   27,169,089   37,524,291  

 ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES      4,979,047     8,232,124   

    

         53,733,501   71,859,466   

          

 FUND BALANCE/(DEFICIT) C/FWD            28,118,714 (14,634,257)   

    

         

Financials
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 WILDLIFE DIRECT

 STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

 AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2020        

        2020  2021   

        KShs    KShs    

 ASSETS                                     

 Non - Current  Assets        

 Property, plant and equipment     1,939,150  2,638,983   

 Intangible Assets                  100           100 

         1,939,250  2,639,083   

          

 CURRENT ASSETS        

 Receivables and pre-payments          881,945     341,698   

 Fixed deposit         4,685,115  2,623,411    

 Cash and Bank balances     47,187,339       20,052,076    

         52,754,399       23,017,185    

   

 TOTAL ASSETS        54,693,649       25,656,268   

    

 FUND AND LIABILITIES        

 Capital fund         1,939,251   2,639,084   

 Restricted funds       46,607 730 19,991,931   

 General fund        4,819,834 26,170,087

        53,366,815 25,248,102   

    

 Current  Liabilities        

 Trade Payables and accruals         1,326,834    408,166   

          -    - 

            1,326,834     408,166   

    

 TOTAL FUNDS & LIABILITIES                       54,693,649      25,656,268           
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ALI DOUD MOHAMED
Board Chair, WildlifeDirect, Kenya

ZAIN VERJEE
Board Chair, WildlifeDirect, US

MR. EDWARD MURIU
Board Director, Kenya

DR. MARGARET KINNAIRD
Board Director, Kenya

SARAH LASKIN
Board Director & Treasurer, US

KATHERINE CARPENTER
Board Director, US

TERMEH RASSI
Board Director, US

DR. KAMAU GACHIGI
Board Director, Kenya

ASHER JAY
Board Director, US

Our Team
US & KENYA BOARD
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Interns & volunteers
 � Jackline Njagi - Communications Intern

 � Feiruz  Barasa - Finance Intern

DR. PAULA KAHUMBU
Chief Executive Officer

VICTORIA WANGUI
Communications Assistant

TRISH SEWE
Chief Operations Officer & Head of Communications

TOBIAS ODHACHA
Education and Outreach Assistant

MARY MORRISON
Legal Affairs Manager

ESTHER NGEI
Education and Outreach Assistant

JOY OMULUPI
Education & Community Manager

JOY OMULUPI
Education & Community Manager

ANTHONY WACHIRA
Finance Officer

FRANKLIN LAGAT
Legal Associate

Photographers
 � Alex Mbaiyo

 � Allan Gichigi

 � Anand Madhvani

 � Anthony Ochieng’

 � Bianca Otero

 � Deepak Sankreacha

 � Dihoff Mukoto

 � Johann Voster

 � Kathy Karn

 � Ken Gitau

 � Siddharth Patel

 � Usha Harish
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Organizations - Donors 
Above $100,000.00
Amarula Trust & Distell 

Save The Elephants & Wildlife Conservation 

Network’s Elephant Crisis Fund

United States Department of Interior/USAID 

Wild Lives Foundation 

Between $ 10,000- $100,000.00
Elephant Cooperation

Great Plains Foundation

Princeton University 

National Geographic Society

Mulago Foundation

World Wildlife Fund-Kenya

Between $1000-$10,000
Mpala Research Centre 

Charities Aid Foundation 

Cedar Hill Foundation

Freddy Gamble Fund

Minara Nature Foundation

Milkywire Foundation 

New York Community Trust

The Chandaria Foundation

The McKenzie Artists and Animals 

recognition to Kari Floren

University of Utah 

The Perfect World Foundation

Below $1000
African People and Wildlife Fund

East Africa Wildlife Society 

Let’s Go Travel

WildlifeDirect Canada

Individuals 
Adriana Aquino

Adam Benzion

Abigail Gustafson

Agnes Kiss

Alexander Chikunov

Allan Thornton

Amip Patel

Amy Pirro

Ananth Krishnamurthy

Angharad Pether

Anna Iskander-Reynolds

Annalisa Alvrus

Ashley Mcavey 

Annamaria Petrozzi 

Anthony John

Austin Smith

Ava Williamson 

Alexandria Lindi Susa

Alexandra Sindahera

Barbara Hughes

Barbara Von Hoffman

Bega’m Sahin

Beth White

Brenda Darrah

Bruce C Adams

Bruce Newell

Carl Safina

Carol Bradley

Carol Friend

Carter And Katrina Brandon

Chad Cohen

Chantal Jacques

Charla Myers

Charles Stein

Christopher Da Cunha
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Corinne Stauffer

Diana Kisinga 

Darius Fattahipour

David Motak

David Webb

Davida Ecklund

Demand Peace

Don Barry

Donald Torrie

Doug Brown

Elizabeth Wanjiku 

Elizabeth Gitari-Mitaru

Eric Ummel

Erika Bates

Erin Napier

Espen Langvik-Hansen

Eva Herzer 

Everlyn Ombasa

Frederica Gamble

Frida Klang

Georja Umano

Jacqueline Hobbs

Jacqueline Hunt

Jane Whitcomb

Janette Gustafson

Janice Harman

Jennifer Post

John Hemingway

John Kay

John Purvis

John Rawnsley

Joyce Poole

Kari Kale

Karin Svadlenak

Kate Terriere

Katherine Snowden

Laura Hannusch

Ludovic Le Mentec

Maggie Stogner

Maria Oudkerk

Marilyn Browne

Marilyn Nathanson

Mark Shavers

Martha Glenn Miller

Martha Miller

Matteo Ponzano

Melissa Hillas

Michael Karathi

Michael Martersteck

Morris Rockmaker

Nancy Aronson

Nancy Ries

Nerea Wachter

Nicola Davis

Nigel Winser

Nisha Ligon

Olivier Le Roy

Olga Ercolani 

Oudhay Omkar

Pamela Hope

Peter Witucki

Rich Mills

Richard Mulhern

Robert Nimkoff

Robert Vogt Jr.

Roger Davies

Roger Klene

Ronald Cate

S. Barnes

Sarah Laskin

Skye Morgan 

Steve Kisinga

Susana Blackman

Sussana Weeks

T. Addison Brown

Teresa Bradford

Tessa Muhonen

Thure Cerling

Tiffany Harris

Tom Prescott

Vesna Glavina

Wendy Cimicata
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Kenya Address

WildlifeDirect
Karen Connection, Karen Road
P. O Box 24467 - 00502
Nairobi, Kenya

USA Address

WildlifeDirect
921 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
Washington DC 20003

Connecting people to 
their wildlife and nature 

and inspiring them to 
treasure it and act to 

conserve it.

wildlifedirect.org

wildlifedirect.org
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