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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

In 2021 we concluded production of Season 2 of Wildlife Warriors, and the season was 
broadcast on Citizen TV, Kenya’s most-watched TV channel, in February to May 2022. 

Season 1 continued to reach new audiences on Kenya Broadcasting Corporation (KBC) 
and the South African Broadcasting Channel (SABC), as well as on the streaming services 
Baze, Waterbear, and EarthStream.

We continued our advocacy work to protect wild spaces, working with other conservation 
organizations to oppose industrial-scale avocado farming that threatened essential 
dispersal areas for elephants and other wildlife in the Greater Amboseli ecosystem. We 
breathed a sigh of relief when the National Environment Tribunal supported our case and, in 
April, the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) revoked the license for the 
farm. This is just the beginning of a journey to defend the integrity of Kenya’s magnificent 
parks and wildlife against threats from uncontrolled development. We are convinced there 
are many alternative ways to use these iconic wild landscapes that provide sustainable 
benefits both to wildlife and the local communities who own the land.

By the end of 2021, Wildlife Warriors Kids clubs were active in almost 100 schools across 
Kenya. We organized successful teacher training events and a competition with cash 
prizes for the schools that presented the best homegrown solutions to local environmental 
challenges. At the end of the year, we took possession of a 30-acre spectacular patch of 
wilderness next to Nairobi National Park that will become the Wildlife Warriors Field Lab, a 
unique wild space for Kenyan children to enjoy hands-on environmental education. 
The mentoring generations of wildlife warriors is all the more important at a time when the 
space for environmental activism in Kenya appears to be shrinking. In 2021, environmental 
defender Joannah Stutchbury was brutally killed after years of defending Kiambu Forest in 
Nairobi against illegal developers. 

WildlifeDirect is a small organisation, but our work has a big impact.  Our voice continued 
to be heard in the international arena in 2021. Highlights included participation by COO 

Trish Sewe in the IUCN Congress in Marseilles, and my participation 
in a panel discussion on the future of wildlife filmmaking at 

the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP 
26) in Glasgow, Scotland.

Dr. Paula Kahumbu in the rain - by Johann Vorster/WildlifeDirect
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I used that opportunity to call for a transformation 
of natural history filmmaking, so that storytellers of 
the Global South are heard, and viewers there have 
access to the films themselves. In 2021, I was honored 
to receive the prestigious Whitley Gold Award for 2021 
and to be named Rolex National Geographic Explorer 
of the year. I was winner of the 2021 Marsh Award for 
Ecologists in Africa, awarded by British Ecological 
Society, and the Exodus Aveiro Fest Personality of the 
Year Award in Portugal.

Although these awards were made to me personally, 
they were for achievements that would not have 
been possible without the dedicated work of staff at 
WildlifeDirect, and the generous contributions of the 

organizations and individuals across the world who 
support our work. At the end of the year, WildlifeDirect 
entered into a historic partnership with the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID) and The Walt 
Disney Company (TWDC) to produce a new nature 
television series for children with a comprehensive 
community outreach programs in Africa.

For the first time, Africa’s wildlife stories will be told by 
African children. The 26 episodes will premier in 2022 
on both National Geographic Wild and Disney Channel. 
This partnership complements WildlifeDirect’s work in 
creating digital content by Africans for Africans and 
furthers our vision and mission to inspire Africans to 
take action to protect nature and wildlife.  

Our founder, Dr. Richard Leakey passed away 
suddenly on 2 January 2022. He was buried in 

the cool shade of a large Acacia tree overlooking 
the Great Rift Valley, a place he loved dearly.  
Dr. Leakey set up WildlifeDirect in 2004 and 
continued to inspire our work through his 

boundless enthusiasm, love of Kenya, and passion 
for wildlife conservation. Richard’s impact on 

me – and his many other proteges in the worlds 
of the arts, science, and environment – was 

incalculable.

Paula Kahumbu
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On 17 November, after several months of 
negotiations. WildlifeDirect signed an agreement 

with the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and The Walt Disney Company 
to produce Nat Geo Kids Africa (NGKA), an innovative 
edutainment TV series that uses locally produced 
African content in a fun way to instill knowledge among 

youth audiences and motivate them 
to engage in actions to conserve 

the natural environment. 

The use of a local Production Partner to make the 
TV programs will ensure that the project contributes 
to skills transfer and capacity building in the film 
industry in East Africa. As Implementing Partner of 
the 2-year project, WildlifeDirect will be responsible 
for managing the project and coordinating outreach 
programs in Kenya, Rwanda and Tanzania to ensure 
that the environmental messaging in the TV programs 
translates into real change on the ground.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS AFRICA
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EDUCATION & OUTREACH

Our Wildlife Warriors Kids Clubs give children 
across Kenya the opportunity to get to know our 

country’s amazing wildlife and take action to protect 
the local environment. The clubs are organized as an 
extra-curricular activity in primary schools for children 
aged 7 to 14 years. They are run by teachers who act 
as Patrons, with ongoing support of our Education 
and Outreach team. In addition to classroom activities 
based around the Wildlife Warriors TV series, club 
members interact with wild nature through visits to 
National Parks and observing local wildlife. They carry 
out innovative projects in their communities, including 
tree planning, pollinator gardens, and waste recycling 
schemes. In 2021, a further 33 schools affiliated to the 
program, bringing the total to 94 schools. 

The continuing challenges in the aftermath of the 
Covid pandemic restricted field-based activities in 
2021 and prevented our team from visiting the schools. 
Nevertheless, the clubs remained active, while 
communication with teachers and among teachers 
at different schools was maintained through regular 
virtual meetings and a vibrant WhatsApp group. 

Wildlife Warriors Teachers Conventions
During 2020, two weekend teacher conventions 
were held, with the participation of 34 teachers from 
schools located in 9 counties across Kenya. The first, 
in May, was held at the Chyulu Wilderness Camp in the 
Greater Kilimanjaro - Amboseli ecosystem. 

The second took place in July at the Mpala Research 
Center in Laikipia. Participants spent the entire time 
immersed in these spectacular natural habitats, 
interacting with wildlife, and exchanging experiences 
and ideas for enthusing children with a love of nature. 
Our thanks to the National Geographic Society for 
providing the funding for this activity, and for generous 
support from Mpala Research Center, Gamewatchers 
Safaris, Maasai Wilderness Conservation Trust and 
Chyulu Wilderness Camp.

“The entire Teachers Convention was very useful based 

on the knowledge and information I gained on wildlife, 

recycling and organic farming. As time moves by, we 

will be implementing all this at the school through 

the Wildlife Warriors Club and even extend it to the 

community.”

Jonathan Saitoti,
Shilishili Primary School, Kajiado

*******

“Besides being the most venturesome experience I 

have had, the hike to Chyulu Hills was tremendously 

educational. Learning about diversified types of plants 

around Kenya was quite amazing. The entire convention 

was absolutely great.

Every day was a learning day and an eye-opener. In our 

Wildlife Warriors Club basket, we got a lot of activities 

to do and new ideas on how to do them differently. 

Planting more trees in our school and writing a club 

journal are our priorities.”

Nancy Njuguna,
Mirera Primary School, Nakuru

*******

“For me, it was a great experience where I learned a 

lot about all animals. I also learned that all animals 

contribute something to the environment including small 

animals and insects … [and] … how to take good photos. 

The evening sessions were very good social interactions. 

How I long for another convention”.

Daria Njiru,
Kithoka Primary School, Meru

*******

“The Wildlife Warriors teachers convention was an 

educative, interesting outdoor observation of nature, 

beauty, and good interaction with teachers from various 

areas of study. I was moved into an imaginary world of 

enjoyment”. 

Peter Losike,
Longewan Primary School, Samburu
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Restoring Nature Challenge

On World Environment Day, 5 June, WildlifeDirect 
launched the First Wildlife Warriors Kids, Restoring 
Nature Challenge in partnership with Mpala 
Research Centre. The challenge was open to the 
70 schools enrolled in the Wildlife Warriors Kids 
program as of June 2021, and winning schools 
received funding for their project proposals 
to address environmental challenges in their 
communities.

A total of 33 schools submitted proposals, which 
were evaluated by a panel of four judges, made 
up of well-known environmentalists and educators, 
including renowned youth climate activist Patricia 
Kombo. Eight schools received USD 500–1000 
for winning projects that included tree planting, 
agroforestry, beekeeping, butterfly farming, and 
pollinator gardens. By the end of the year, the 
winning projects at all 8 schools were underway. 
We are grateful to Milkywire Foundation and Mpala 
Research Center for providing the funds for this 
activity.

Field Study Trips

On World Giraffe Day, 21 June, 20 students from 2 
schools in Kibera township in Nairobi took part in an 
excursion the Giraffe Centre, the world-famous nature 
education center located next to Nairobi National Park. 
The children had a wonderful time feeding the giraffes, 
watching documentaries, and on the nature trail where 
they learned more about the giraffe’s natural habitats.
 
On 3 September, WildlifeDirect held its first ever 
BioBlitz event in the garden of H.E. Jane Marriott, 
British High Commissioner to Kenya. Ten children from 
the Red Rose School in Kibera took part, together 
with two teachers, WildlifeDirect staff, and scientists 
from Nature Kenya, Mpala Research Centre and the 
National Museums of Kenya.

With the help of the scientists the children identified 
32 bird species, 21 insect species and 15 indigenous 
plant species in the garden.

“It was a nice experience meeting the British High 

Commissioner to Kenya and visiting her residence. We learnt 

the scientific names of trees, how to talk to birds, how to 

capture insects and we were awarded books by Dr. Dino 

Martins to go and read and share the information with our 

friends. THANK YOU!” 

Joab Coasta, Red Rose Primary School Student.

*******

“I had a thrilling experience meeting the British High 

Commissioner to Kenya, Dr Paula Kahumbu and other scientists. 

We learnt about the scientific names of birds, insects, and trees, 

I hope to see and experience more as a Wildlife Warrior”. 

Faith Wawira, Red Rose Primary School Student

The Wildlife Warrior kids restoration bee project

Paula Kahumbu with Wildlife Warrior kids at Bioblitz at BHC @ Boniface Mwangi/WildlifeDirect

Kibera Township students celebrating World Giraffe Day 2021at the Giraffe Center @Vicki Wangui/WildlifeDirect
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On 22 September, we celebrated World Rhino Day 
with 43 students and two teachers from St Charles 
Lwanga Primary School in Nairobi on a day trip to 
Nairobi National Park.

“It was a positive learning experience for my learners. This 

was the first tour experience for most of them. We learned a 

lot about Rhinos and their habitat among other lessons during 

this adventure into the wild… As Wildlife Warriors, we promise 

that we’ll do our best to protect the remaining wildlife as well as 

restoring our nature”. 

Teacher Allan Otieno,
Wildlife Warriors Club Patron

Wildlife Warriors Field Lab

Towards the end of the year, we took possession of a 
30-acre patch of pristine wilderness south of Nairobi 
National Park which will become the site of our new 
Field Lab. This exciting initiative has been made 
possible by the generous donation of the land by 
the Kenya Conservation Trust to serve as an outdoor 
classroom and living laboratory, and generous funding 
from the Wild Lives Foundation.

We look forward to beginning accepting students from 
Wildlife Warrior Kids clubs and other schools for day 
and overnight camping expeditions from early in the 
New Year.  

Paula Kahumbu reading to Wildlife Warrior kids at NGKA/WildlifeDirect Wildlife Warrior kids at Bioblitz at NGKA/WildlifeDirect

St Charles Lwanga Primary school stidents celebrating World Rhino Day @ Maureen Atieno/WildlifeDirect
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LEGAL PROGRAM

In common with many African countries, Kenya has excellent environmental laws, but they are not 
always well enforced. Our legal program not only advocates for improvements to environmental law, 

but also scrutinizes its implementation to ensure that laws are being used effectively to protect wildlife 
and the environment.

Courtroom Monitoring Program
In March, we published our fourth Courtroom Monitoring Report. The report summarizes records of 
more than 900 cases brought before 113 Kenyan courts in 2018–2019 under the Wildlife Conservation 
and Management Act (WCMA, 2013), Forest Conservation and Management Act (FCMA, 2016) and 
Fisheries Management and Development Act (FMDA, 2016), providing a unique overview of patterns 
of wildlife crime across the country. It also reviews the status of cases involving elephants and ivory 
initiated in 2016–2019, and of long-running cases involving major seizures of ivory dating back to 2012.
Courtroom monitoring activities were paused during 2020 and 2021, when many courts were closed 
due to Covid. During this period, WildlifeDirect has continued to campaign for fair and effective 
implementation of environmental laws in response to threats to our wildlife.

Protecting Wildlife Corridors
One of our strategic goals is to secure the critical migratory paths, corridors, and buffer zones, around 
Amboseli National Park, Maasai Mara National Reserve, and Nairobi National Park. Unfortunately, the 
importance of these corridors is often ignored by policy makers. As a result, their integrity is under 
threat from ill-conceived development projects and uncontrolled private development. 

Throughout the year, WildlifeDirect continued to work closely with other conservation bodies and local 
landowners to prevent the establishment of an avocado plantation in an important wildlife corridor in 
the Greater Amboseli ecosystem that is essential for the dispersal and migration of one of the world’s 
most important elephant populations. In late 2020, the Kenyan agricultural company KiliAvo Fresh put 
up an electric fence around the site of the proposed plantation. In September 2020, following a huge 
public outcry and complaints from the Amboseli Land Owners and Conservation Association and other 
conservation bodies, the National Environment and Management Authority (NEMA) placed a stop 
order on the development.

Grants gazelles trapped against KiliAvo fence @ Big Life Foundation
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The company lodged an appeal with the National 
Environmental Tribunal (NET). On 26 April 2022, 
following consultation with Kenya Wildlife Service 
(KWS), NET rejected the appeal and the following day 
NEMA revoked the Environmental Impact Assessment 
license for the farm.

Commenting on the case, Paula Kahumbu stated 
“this is an important win for wildlife and Kenya. The 
destruction of wildlife buffer zones, dispersal areas 
and corridors has reached a tipping point and urgent 
enforcement is needed to mitigate these impacts.” 

It is important to highlight that enforcement of the law 
in this case only happened because of the constant 
efforts of conservation organizations to keep it in the 
public eye, and the intervention of the Conservation 
Alliance of Kenya (CAK), of which WildlifeDirect is a 
member, at key moments in the legal proceedings to 
ensure that due process was followed. 

Protecting Nature’s Defenders

As elsewhere in the world, Kenyan defenders of 
wildlife are increasingly at risk from violent attacks. 
On 15 July, Joannah Stutchbury, was gunned down 
by assailants as she returned home from grocery 
shopping. Joannah had made many enemies 
by campaigning to halt illegal settlements in the 
protected Kiambu Forest on the outskirts of Nairobi. 
The following day, WildlifeDirect, together with 43 
other conservation and civil society organizations, 
issued a press statement demanding a thorough 
investigation of her Joannah’s murder by the 
Directorate of Criminal Investigations (DCI) and 
other responsible agencies. 

In August, we were shocked to learn of a new 
atrocity: the murder of the Kenya Wildlife Service 
(KWS) Company Commander Bajila Obed Kofa, 
who was responsible for rhino security at Solio 
Ranch. Kofa was gunned down by well-trained 
assassins as he drove along the Meru– Nanyuki 
road. His KWS colleague, Francis Isaac Awuor 
Oyaro, was removed from a bus and has been 
missing ever since. These tragic events underline 
the urgent need to keep up the pressure on political 
leaders to ensure the safety of environmental 
campaigners.

Environmental Justice Desk

The high-profile cases described in the report are just 
the tip of the iceberg. Wildlife Direct receives a steady 
stream of requests for help from individuals and 
communities whose land, livelihoods or much-loved 
wild spaces are under threat. They contact us because 
they feel unprotected by the law, and the agencies 
charged with defending their interests are deaf to their 
pleas.

Most have no access to legal advice, either because 
they can’t afford it, or because legal professionals 
are reluctant to take up their case because they 
themselves are fearful of possible reprisals. We are 
working to establish an Environmental Justice Desk to 
ensure that Kenyan of all walks of live have access to 
the expert advice and information resources they need 
to achieve justice for people and wildlife. 

“The KiliAvo avocado farm is in an ecologically 
sensitive zone which will cause an ecological 

catastrophe for communities, water, wildlife, and 
climate. It should never have been permitted by 

the County NEMA office as it contravenes policies, 
regulations, and the rights to a clean and healthy 
environment for the pastoralists who occupy this 

land. Wildlife creates hundreds of thousands of jobs 
in the tourism sector and pastoralism is an important 
cultural practice and is a key source of food security 
in the nation. This avocado farm threatens not only 

these livelihoods but also the Amboseli National 
Park, which is one of the premier parks in the nation. 

This ruling has sent an unmistakable message to 
all developers who are eyeing wilderness lands 
as a free-for-all. Hands Off Our Wildlife and Our 

Wilderness”. 

Paula Kahumbu,
CEO WildlifeDirect

https://wildlifedirect.org/conservation-and-civil-society-organizations-condemn-the-murder-of-joannah-stutchbury/
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WILDLIFE WARRIORS TV SERIES

The Wildlife Warriors TV series continues to make waves in the world of wildlife filmmaking. 

The project is transforming the African filmmaking industry, setting in motion a virtuous 

circle, where the enhancement of filmmaking capacity generates cascading benefits in terms 

of improved quality of content, international recognition, growing interest among broadcasters 

and distributors, and increased investment and income generating opportunities. 

Wildlife Warriors crew @ Johann Vorster/WildlifeDirect
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Production and Broadcasting

After delays caused by travel restrictions imposed 
during the Covid pandemic, filming of all 13 episodes 
of Season 2 was completed in February with the 
final shoots on location in Laikipia and Samburu. 
Postproduction work was substantially complete by the 
end of year, ready for the launch of Season 2 early in 
2022. Production of Season 2 was generously funded 
by U.S. Government, through USAID, in partnership 
with the U.S. Department of the Interior, Wild Lives 
Foundation, and Great Plains Foundation.

Following the successful of launch of Season 1 on 

Citizen TV in 2020, Season 1 was shown again on free-

to air TV in Kenya in 2021, by the state broadcaster 

KBC and the youth station Switch TV. In September 

Season 1 premiered on free-to-air TV and in South 

Africa, it was shown on SABC 3. Copies of Season 1 

were also made available to all schools with Wildlife 

Warriors Kids clubs, where they were extensively used 

as an educational resource.

Season 1 is available on several subscription streaming 
services. These include, in Kenya, the video-on-
demand digital content platform Baze, powered by 
Safaricom PLC; and, internationally, the pan-African 
EbonyLife TV, and the environmental streaming 
services WaterBear and EarthStream.

In 2021, for the first time the Wildlife Warriors TV series 
generated a significant income for WildlifeDirect, 
through commercial license agreements with KBC and 
SABC, and streaming revenues from Baze.

Building African Filmmaking Capacity

A key aim of producing the Wildlife Warriors TV series 
is to build the capacity of African filmmakers to make 
films about our continent’s magnificent wildlife that 
match the standards of international production 
companies. All episodes of Wildlife Warriors are filmed 
and edited by the Nairobi-based Vivid Features, under 
its Director Kavila Matu. In 2021, our production team 
benefitted from working alongside the leading South 
African director Johann Vorster, who was contracted to 
take charge of filming the final 5 episodes of Season 2.
 
In July, Clement Kiragu joined WildlifeDirect for a 
three-month stint as our first Film Associate. Clement 
was named Africa’s Photographer of the Year (2017) 
by the safari company Rhino Africa, and is Canon 
Ambassador for wildlife in Africa. He undertook his 
field training on a shoot in the Maasai Mara with Bob 
and Gina Poole of Poole Films.
One of the items of equipment Clement had the 
opportunity of trying out was a RED Komodo camera 
donated by Red Digital Cinema in the USA. We 
thank Brian Henderson, the Director Global Business 
Development at RED for making this possible. This is 
one of the most sought-after cameras in the wildlife 
film industry and is now an essential part of our filming 
toolkit.

A survey carried out in January 2021 revealed that 
68% of respondents in Kenya had watched at least 
one episode of Wildlife Warriors Season 1. Almost all 
respondents (98%) considered that watching wildlife 
documentaries has an impact on their lives, and 93% 
of those who watched Wildlife Warriors said that the 
programs had inspired them to take action, for example 
by sharing the program on social media or with friend 
(55%), having a conversation about it (58%), reading 
more about the species or issue concerned (42%), 
visiting a national park (32%), signing a petition (29%) 
or planting trees (28%).

Results of a questionnaire responded to by 28 schools 
with Wildlife Warriors Kids Clubs, with a total of 1800 
members, indicated that all schools had received 
copies of Season 1 and all clubs had viewed at least 
one episode of Season 1. The average number of 
episodes viewed was 8 per club; 8 clubs reported 
having seen all 13 episodes.

Dr. Paula Kahumbu with the crew @ Bianca Otero/WildlifeDirect.

USAID  Group 
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We were also able to raise money (10,000 USD from 
a supporter in the U.S.) to sponsor two women 
marine biologists from East Africa (from Kenya and 
Tanzania) to take part in an underwater filmmaking 
training program under the auspices of UNESCO’s 
Decade of Ocean Science.

International Recognition

Episodes from Season 1 have been selected for 
screening at major film festivals, while Paula Kahumbu’s 
role as producer of the series has received recognition 
in the form of major international wards. Highlights of 
2021 included:

• March-April: The episode Laikipia Leopards 
was screened at the Inaugural Earth Optimism 
Nairobi - Biophilic Film Festival. 

• June: A short film “Kenya’s Wildlife Warriors”, 
showcasing WildlifeDirect’s work, produced by 
the Waterbear Network, won a Silver Trophy in 
the category “Handicap, Diversity, Solidarity” 
at the Deauville Green Awards. These awards 
showcase efforts by corporates, NGOs and 
communities to address the challenges of 
climate change.

• September: The episode Samburu Lions received 
Special Jury Recognition in the category Global 
Voices at the 2021 Jackson Wild Film Festival, 
held on September 27–30, 2021. 

• October: The episode Watamu Turtles was 
screed at the Wildlife Film Festival Rotterdam 
(WFFR), held on October 26–31, 2021.

• December: The episodes Amboseli Elephants, 
Laikipia Leopards and were screen at British 
Columbia Environmental Film Festival 2021. The 
episode on Vulturine Guineafowl was a semi-
finalist.

Recognition for Kenya’s Conservation Heroes

Many of the warriors featured in Season 1 and the 
organizations they work for continue to report increased 
interest in their work, evidenced by increased numbers 
of followers on social media, requests for information, 
visitors, and volunteer requests. Several of our heroes 
and others associated with the making of Seasons 
1 and 2 are also making great strides in the own 
professional development. Highlights from 2021 
included:

Samburu Lions was selected for the 
2021 Jackson Wild Global Voices Special 
Jury Recognition due to its unique, local 

perspective on Kenyan conservation, and 
particularly the ancient and important 

relationship between the Samburu people 
and the lions that inhabit their homeland. 
The film highlights not just the ecological 
but the cultural importance of conserving 

and protecting the native lion population in 
the region.”

 (From the Jackson Wild website)

Jahawi Film @ Johann Vorster/WildlifeDirect

Camera Guys 
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In May, Sammy Safari, whose organization featured in the episode Marine Turtles, was announced 
winner of the 2021 Whitley Award.

Brendah Nyaguthii (Vulturine Guineafowls) masters’ degree and started a  PhD at the
Max Plank Institute in Starnberg, Germany

Ambrose Letoluai (Laikipia Leopards) is a 2020 National Geographic Explorer. Following a 
nomination, he was selected as a 2021 National Geographic Big Cats Explorer. Following a 
nomination from WildlifeDirect, he was selected as 2021 NEWF Fellow to participate Jackson Wild 
Media Lab, an immersive, cross-disciplinary science filmmaking workshop held at the Film Festival. 

“I cannot tell you how proud we are of the success of Wildlife

Warriors. We started Wildlife Warriors to bring our films and our

stories home, to allow our own people to tell our own stories and to

give a voice to our heroines and heroes who are at the frontline

conserving wildlife and nature. We specifically wanted to demonstrate

that Kenyans have storytelling talent, to tell our own stories, not just

because we should tell our own stories but also because we think they

would resonate more with fellow Kenyans. In season two, we wanted to

show how we could tap into our traditional knowledge and culture that is

part of our value system as African people, as Kenyans. Wildlife

Warriors is about getting people to stop and think and join us to work

together to save our wildlife.”

Wildlife Warriors Season 2 Heroes
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Support for Communities Living with Wildlife

The Covid pandemic shut down Kenya’s nature tourism industry and had a devastating effect of 
communities in wildlife rich areas who depend on tourism for the livelihoods. One such community is 
the remote village of Koija in Samburu, setting for Laikipia Leopards in Season 1, featuring Ambrose 
Letulai. Together with co-founder Ellie Modesta, Ambrose set up Chui Mamas (Leopard Mamas), a 
self-help group made up of over 300 local women who work together to develop alternative income-
generating activities to make up for the loss of tourism revenues. 

Chui Mamas are also defenders of leopards. Traditionally people in Koija have been hostile to 
leopards, which prey on their livestock. Since featuring on Wildlife Warriors, local people are beginning 
to understand the importance of leopards, both as a magnet for tourists, and as an important part 
of the cultural heritage of the community. Paula Kahumbu tells the story in a short video, produced 
with the help of a small grant from National Geographic to produce short “Covid Stories” about the 
communities where we were filming.

https://www.covidhqafrica.com/chui-mamas/
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MEDIA, NETWORKING AND EVENTS

WildlifeDirect is a small organization, but our work has a big impact, in Kenya, across Africa, and around the 
world. Our communications team ensures that our achievements, and our take on important events and 

key issues are featured on traditional and social media. We convene events on important issues, and members 
of our team take part in international dialogues to ensure that Africa’s perspective is heard.   

Media Mentions (Local)

International 410

Rest of Africa 146

East Africa 93

Media mentions 
(Regional & International)

Online 628

Print 43

Television 4
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Media Highlights and Awards

On 26 January, the New Yorker published a major 
article by Jon Lee Anderson a major article titled A 
Kenyan Ecologist’s Crusade to Save her Country’s 
Wildlife based 
on conversations 
with Paula 
Kahumbu during 
the shooting 
of Wildlife 
Warriors Season 
2 episodes in 
December 2020. 
In May, our 
CEO, Dr Paula 
Kahumbu, was declared the winner of the prestigious 
Whitley Gold Award for 2021. The Whitley Gold 
Award comes with £100,000 in project funding and 
will be used by WildlifeDirect to establish the first 
Environmental Justice Desk (EJD), empowering 
citizens and organizations to respond to threats to 
wildlife at a local and national level and broker win-win 
solutions to human-wildlife conflict.

In June, Paula Kahumbu was named Rolex National 
Geographic Explorer of 2021, in recognition of her 
cutting-edge for more than a decade at WildlifeDirect. 
This helped raised the profile of our work internationally, 

for example, in 
an interview with 
Paula published 
in September 
by WatchTime 
India. 
On 25 August 
Paula Kahumbu 
was interviewed 
by Stephen 
Sackur on BBC 

Hardtalk, the world’s most-watched interview show, 
with 70 million viewers. 
On 22 September, renowned primatologist and 
environmental activist Dr Jane Goodall and Paula 
Kahumbu discussed how wildlife conservation is a 
solution to the climate crisis during an interview with 
The Washington Post Live hosted by Libby Casey.

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/02/01/a-kenyan-ecologists-crusade-to-save-her-countrys-wildlife
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/02/01/a-kenyan-ecologists-crusade-to-save-her-countrys-wildlife
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/02/01/a-kenyan-ecologists-crusade-to-save-her-countrys-wildlife
https://whitleyaward.org/winners/justice-for-people-and-wildlife/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/impact/article/paula-kahumbu-elephants-rights-champion?cmpid=org&platform=Twitter&account=InsideNatGeo&post=4991724858&campaign=Explorers+Festival++%28DC%29&source=ngs-social
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/impact/article/paula-kahumbu-elephants-rights-champion?cmpid=org&platform=Twitter&account=InsideNatGeo&post=4991724858&campaign=Explorers+Festival++%28DC%29&source=ngs-social
https://www.watchtime.in/articles/featured/1074/paula-kahumbu-rolex-national-geographic-explorer-of-the-year-2021-interview
https://www.watchtime.in/articles/featured/1074/paula-kahumbu-rolex-national-geographic-explorer-of-the-year-2021-interview
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct1nbn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct1nbn
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/2020/09/22/climate-solutions-wildlife-conservation-with-dame-jane-goodall-phd-paula-kahumbu-phd/
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Webinars

On 7 July, as part of our efforts to raise public awareness 
of the importance of wildlife corridors, WildlifeDirect 
partnered with the Earth Journalism Network to organize 
a webinar on “Why wildlife migratory corridors matter: 
Reporting resources for journalists”.

The webinar, which was supported by USAID, attracted 
65 participants, among them 30 journalists from Kenya, 
Uganda, Rwanda and Tanzania.

A panel discussion brought together conservation 
experts from Kenya: Dr Paula Kahumbu, CEO, 
WildlifeDirect; Elizabeth Gitari-Mitaru, Head, 
Environmental Law and Policy Advisory at OGO-
Law; Dickson Kaelo, CEO at the Kenya Wildlife 
Conservancies Association and Samuel Ole Kaanki, 
Chair of the Amboseli Landowners Conservancies 
Association. This was followed by a lively question and 
answer session. The event was well covered by media 
in Kenya and elsewhere in East Africa.

In October 2021, WildlifeDirect hosted an online 
Open Space Technology (OST) event to discuss how 
to foster African filmmaking and storytelling to save 
wildlife. The event attracted over 200 participants from 
over 40 countries. Though dozens of great ideas were 
generated during the Open Space Technology Event, 
voting revealed some priorities including;

 “Involve communities and children in storytelling”, 
“Connect African creatives with producers and editors 
around the world” and “Raise adequate funds for African 
filmmakers”.

The event led to the formation of the online network 
Films For African Wildlife, which currently has more 
than 200 members from around the world. Episodes 
from the TV series are shown at monthly meetings 
of the network, where they serve to inspire aspiring 
African filmmakers and to stimulate discussions of the 
challenges and opportunities involved.

Participation in Global Dialogue

On World Wildlife Day, 3 March, Paula Kahumbu 
spoke at a virtual event “Women in The Fight Against 
the Illegal Wildlife Trade” organized by the British 
Embassy Rome. The event highlighted the challenges 
and achievements of women engaged in the fight 
against the illegal wildlife trade.

In June, Paula Kahumbu spoke at the Qatar Economic 
Forum, powered by Bloomberg with forum host and 
Executive Producer Zain Verjee, about the importance 
of the representation of diverse voices in the 
conservation community. Zain is also the Board Chair 
for WildlifeDirect Inc. On 3–11 September, Trish Sewe, 
COO at WildlifeDirect, attended the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Conservation 
Congress in Marseille, France.

As representative of WildlifeDirect, which is a member 
of IUCN, I joined over 9,200 participants in Marseille. We 
reaffirmed IUCN’s commitment to protecting environmental 
defenders and adopted 148 resolutions on biodiversity, the 
climate crisis, and other issues, that will set the nature 
conservation agenda for the next decade. I was proud to 
cast my vote for Razan Al Mubarak, who was elected as 
only the second female president in IUCN’s 72 year history. 
I was also privileged to be selected as a member of the 
Commission on Education and Communication. 

On 6 November, Paula Kahumbu spoke in a panel 
discussion on “Wildlife Filmmaking – Beyond the 
Frame” at the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP 26) in Glasgow, Scotland. Other 
panelists included Jonny Keeling (Head of NHU at the 
BBC), Janet Vissering (Vice president of development 
and production at Nat Geo Wild), Ashwika Kapur 
(a leading Indian natural History Filmmaker), Jo 
Ruxton(Ocean Generation founder).

Why wildlife migratory corridors matter: Reporting resources for journalists  Webinar 

https://earthjournalism.net/video-highlight/why-wildlife-migratory-corridors-matter-reporting-resources-for-journalists
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-06-22/wildlifedirect-ceo-kahumbu-on-representation-conservation-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-06-22/wildlifedirect-ceo-kahumbu-on-representation-conservation-video
https://ffwildlife.org/beyond-the-frame-live/
https://ffwildlife.org/beyond-the-frame-live/
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EXPENSES

Wildlifedirect's expenses decreased by 28% to Ksh. 38,565,676 in 2021 from Ksh. 53,733,501 in 2020. 

INCOMES

Revenues decrease by 26% from Ksh 81,852,215 in yearr 2020 to Ksh 60,667,788 in year 2021.

WILDLIFE DIRECT
STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2021

2021 2020
 KShs  KShs 

INCOME 60,667,788        81,852,215         

EXPENDITURE

SALARIES AND WAGES 20,484,929        21,585,365         

OPERATING PROGRAM EXPENSES 14,808,294        27,169,089         

ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES 3,272,453          4,979,047           

38,565,676        53,733,501 

FUND BALANCE/(DEFICIT) C/FWD 2222,,110022,,111133    2288,,111188,,771144                  

WILDLIFE DIRECT
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2021

2021 2020
 KShs  KShs 

ASSETS                             
Non - Current  Assets
Property, plant and equipment 1,688,305          1,939,150           
Intangible Assets 100 100                     

1,688,405 1,939,250

          

 

CURRENT ASSETS
Receivables and pre-payments 534,500 881,945              
Fixed deposit - 4,685,115           
Cash and Bank balances 75,088,713 47,187,339         

75,623,213 52,754,399 

TOTAL ASSETS 77,311,618        54,693,649         
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Restricted funds 80,010,824
        

46,607,730

Capital Fund 1,688,406 1,939,251

         
General fund (5,774,684)         4,819,834           

75,924,546        53,366,815 
Current  Liabilities

FUND AND LIABILITIES

Trade Payables and accruals 1,387,072          1,326,834           
-                     -                     

1,387,072 1,326,834 

TOTAL FUNDS AND LIABILITIES 77,311,618 54,693,649         

Amboseli small family group @ Kathy Karn Photography
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DONORS
ORGANIZATIONS
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Milkywire Foundation
Mpala 
Network for Good
National Geographic Channel 
Europe
Rolex SA 
University of Utah 
Stiftung Humboldt
The Chandaria Foundation
Wild Lives Foundation CHM Funds
Whitley Awards 
World Wide Fund For Nature-K 
WWF International 

Susan O&#39;Connor
Susana Blackman
Susan Engleard 
O’Connor

$100 - $1,000
Abigail Gustafson

Agata Tendaj
Agnes Kiss
Alan Dalton
Alexis Hyder
Amy Masching
Andrew Judson
Andy Friedland
Ani Dikranian
Anke Kaufmann
Ann Korschgen
Anna Iskander-Reynolds
Anna Martinsson
Anne Cameron
Any Friedland
Archna Bulsara
Ashley McAvey
Ben Rytervand
Beverly Arum
Bill Stirling
Brian Mello
Bruce Newell
Cal Mendelsohn
Callie Broaddus
Carl Safina
Carol Friend
Casey Rogers
Charla Myers
Charles Frierson
Chistopher Aidun
Chris Fraser
Christopher da Cunha

Colleen Maloney
Corinne Stauffer
Dana Jones
Daniela Dester
Darius Fattahipour
David Connolly
David Imper
David Longden
David Webb
Deanne Sabeck
Debbi Suitor
Debbie Bloom
Diane Cherniss
Donald Torrie
Douglas Luke
Ed Rivera
Edward Mukuna
Efstathios Kavvadas
Elise Monaco
Elizabeth Kamau
Elke Jansen
Erika Bates
Erin Napier
Espen Langvik-
Hansen
Facebook donors
Fidelity Charitable 
Donor
Advised Fund on 
advice of
Felton Jenkins III
Frida Klang
Gaelle Jimenez
Gayle Bates
Genevieve Koning
Hilary Persky
Ian Morrison
Ilya Fischhoff

INDIVIDUALS
Above $5,000
Allan Thornton
Donald Barry
Lisa Schejola

$1,000 - $5,000
Alison Cuellar
Anonymous
Austin Smith
Brian Blackman
Christopher Barr
Daniel Plas
Eric Ummel
Eva Herzer
Joyce Poole
Julie Richard
Manu Chandaria
Michael Martersteck
Remy Moose Manley
Sharon Scharkss
Susan Blackman
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Irinia Bunda
Isabela Masinde
Jackie Hunt
Jacqueline Hunt
Jacqueline Russell
Jacques Muller
James Appleby
Jane Whitcomb
Janette Gustafson
Jason Bond
Jeremy Rothfield
John Purvis
John Reeves
Jordan Pullman
Joseph Crosby
Julie Hargrave
K G
Karna Johansson
Kate Terriere
Ken Wade
Kevin Smith
Kimberly Edmunds
Kris Woods
Laura Hannusch
Laura Monkman
Lisa Olson
Lise Hull
Ludovic Le Mentec
Magdalena Sikora
Mara Shea
Marg Jones

Marianne McAndrew
Marilyn Browne
Marilyn Nathanson
Mark Paul
Martha Miller
Mary LaCombe
Mary Pescod
Mary Ting
Matthew Cherniss
Maurice Giles
Michelle Winn
Mohammed Kariuki
Monica Casper
Morris Rockmaker
Nancy Neef
Nancy Oliver
Nancy Ries
Nicholas Oware-Mensah
Nick Allen
Nisha Ligon
Nita Acey
Pamela Lovett
Patricia Foley
Peter Connon
Peter Witucki
Rehim Babaoglu
Rene Hersey
Richard Mulhern
Rob Eley

Robert Nimkoff
Robert Vogt Jr.
Robert Wilhelm
Roger Davies
Roma Iskander
Romao Esteves
Rozanna Bozabalian
Rita’s fundraising appeal
Ruby Loust
S. Barnes
Saga Luoma
Sam Barasch
Sam Fraser
Sammy Kordi
Sarah Laskin
Sarah Strandt
Scott Warden
Sean Dunne
Shiniun Li
Shreya Vasanth Kuman
Signa Pendegraft
Skipp Green
Steve Casey
Steven Novakowski
Susan Robertson
Susan Walsh
Susan White
Susan Winslow
Tammy Scholl
Ted Bischak
Valerio Cammelli
Vincent Ontita
Wendy Cimicata
William Parker
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