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Word from the Patron,
First Lady of Kenya,
Her Excellency Margaret Kenyatta
I share in celebrating the first anniversary of the Hands Off
Our Elephants campaign, spearheaded by WildlifeDirect.
Within a year of its launch, Kenya has seen the tremendous
results achieved by the campaign, including increased
public awareness about the poaching crisis facing elephants
and rhinos.
WHILE the elephant poaching crisis
continues to rage in other parts of
Africa, I am encouraged that the situation in Kenya in 2014 has changed
course.
The rate of poaching is decreasing
in most parts of the country. This is
largely due to the impact of the campaign on awareness and action by all
sectors of society including communities, NGOs, the Judiciary, prosecutors, the police, the Kenya Wildlife
Service (KWS), the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, and
citizens from all walks of life.
But success in Kenya is not all we
seek. This is a compound problem;
what is happening in other parts
of Africa will ultimately affect us
in Kenya. The effort to save and
conserve Africa’s elephants is the
responsibility of every citizen of this
continent. Until all of Africa’s magnificent creatures can roam without
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the fear of poachers, the work of this
noble campaign is not yet done.
For this reason, I am committed to
my word, to stand with and to support the efforts of the Hands Off Our
Elephants campaign and of WildlifeDirect: to stop the poaching of elephants and rhinos, to extinguish the
demand for ivory and rhino horn, to
create awareness and mobilize the
public to be wildlife warriors, and
to secure the future of our wildlife
heritage, not least our magnificent
elephants.
Elephants are not only a Kenyan or
an African treasure; they are a global
heritage and should be protected
as such, for posterity and because
we owe the human race the great
pleasure and the mutual benefits
of living among these magnificent
creatures.

Words from the Chairmen

Philip Murgor,

John Heminway,

KENYA

INTERNATIONAL

WILDLIFEDIRECT plays a unique
and special role in Kenya’s wildlife
conservation efforts. Over the past
few years it has been widely recognized for its singular success in
advocacy and engaging the people
of Kenya to support the protection
of the endangered elephants, rhinos,
and other wildlife.

These achievements have been
made at a modest cost: the annual
budget for personnel, office space
and project support in Kenya is less
than USD 400,000. WildlifeDirect
enhances its operational capacity by
working in partnership with other
organizations and through volunteers. This enables the organization
to achieve an impact disproportionate to its relatively small size.

The organization is lean, focused and
follows a planned strategy that has
a direct impact upon policies and
actions in response to the complex
threats affecting Kenya’s wildlife.
Our focal campaign Hands Off Our
Elephants, launched in July 2013,
has been instrumental in generating
a level of popular support for wildlife
conservation never before witnessed
in Kenya or any other elephant range
state.
Constructive engagement with
political and judicial authorities
and law enforcement agencies, has
borne fruit in the form of high-level
commitment to combat poaching
and ivory trafficking, and increased
effectiveness of efforts and to capture and prosecute ringleaders of
transnational wildlife crime cartels.

In 2014, the vital role played by
WildlifeDirect and Hands Off Our
Elephants in response to the critical
situation facing Africa’s elephants
gained increased recognition in
Kenya and worldwide. With modest
additional funding, there are enormous opportunities in the coming
two years to consolidate the initial
successes of the campaign.
We remain optimistic that the
combined effort of Kenyans from all
walks of life to conserve and defend our wildlife heritage can turn
around the current elephant and
rhino poaching crisis—and serve as
a model for combating wildlife crime
across Africa and the world.
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Message from the CEO,
Dr Paula Kahumbu
Building partnerships for wildlife is the final, crosscutting ‘critical pathway’ that underpins all the work
of Hands Off Our Elephants reported in the following
pages.
airports and at border posts and
even manipulate law enforcement
agencies.
In recognition of this crisis, in 2103
Wildlife Direct took a strategic decision to focus its efforts on combating
the poaching and trafficking of ivory.
In drawing up plans for the campaign Hands Off Our Elephants, we
identified three ‘critical pathways’ towards securing the future of Kenya’s
elephants and other wildlife:

EVERY year poachers kill more than
33,000 African elephants to supply
the demand for ivory, primarily from
Asian countries. In Kenya, as in most
countries, wildlife is at risk because
the laws that exist to ensure its safety are ineffective due to lack of funding, lack of enforcement, corruption,
or a combination of all these.
Although, traditionally, Kenya has
been an elephant protective nation,
in recent years she has inadvertently
become a central player in the atrocious global trade in illegal ivory. In
2013, Kenya was listed as one of the
world’s most complicit countries in
the illegal trade in ivory.
Existing challenges on the ground for
Kenya, including inadequate funds
for anti-poaching activities and border controls, have been compounded
by the rapidly evolving international
nature of wildlife crime cartels who,
due to corruption, have been able
to operate with impunity in ports,
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1) Strengthening the rule of law by
enacting new legislation, ensuring
compliance, transparency and
accountability for elephants, ivory
and all stages of the judicial chain,
and
2) Mobilizing public opinion, to win
the hearts and minds of Kenyans
in support of elephants and wildlife conservation
3) Working with communities to
develop conservation strategies in
the field that benefit humans and
wildlife
These pathways form the three
programmatic pillars of Hands Off
Our Elephants. The achievements of
the first two of these, WildlifeDirect’s
Legal Programme and Outreach
Programme, are described in this
report. Our Community Programme
was started up in 2015 with the aid
of generous funding from UNDP and
details of this exiting initiative will
appear in future reports.
Overall 2014 was a year of exponential growth for WildlifeDirect. This

is reflected in the financial report,
which shows that the value of funding received almost doubled, compared with 2013.
This funding, much of it in the
form of generous contributions by
individual donors, is an expression
of confidence in the effectiveness of
WildlifeDirect’s innovative efforts to
save elephants and other wildlife.
However we recognize that the scale
and complexity of wildlife crime
transcends the capacities of individual conservation agencies, and
even individual countries. The war
on wildlife crime will not be won
through piecemeal actions. Thus
much of our effort in 2014 was devoted to building partnerships with
international supporters, government agencies, the private sector,
research institutes, and civil society
organizations.
Building partnerships for wildlife is
the final, cross-cutting ‘critical pathway’ that underpins all the work of
Hands Off Our Elephants reported in
the following pages.
As CEO of WildlifeDirect, my personal mission is to make Kenyans fall in
love with elephants, as I did instantly when I first worked with them as
an intern at Amboseli National Park
almost 25 years ago.
I would like to thank all those who
contributed to the success of Hands
Off Our Elephants in 2014: donors
and supporters for their generosity
that made our work possible; board

members, members of staff, interns
and volunteers for their hard work
that made it all happen; our partners
in government, the media, the private sector and civil society for their
collaboration; and finally to the thousands of people from all over Kenya
who took part in our activities and
stood up for elephants and wildlife
in 2014.
I would like to pay special personal
thanks to my friend and mentor,
Richard Leakey, founder of WildlifeDirect, for his inspiration and
guidance in 2014, the continuation
of a lifetime’s tireless work on behalf
of Africa’s wildlife.
Finally I would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to First Lady of
Kenya, Her Excellency Margaret
Kenyatta. Her passionate commitment, dedication and enthusiasm
during 2014 not only contributed in
countless ways to the success of our
campaign Hands Off Our Elephants,
but also served as an inspirational
example of the leadership that Africa
needs in order to secure the future of
its elephants and wildlife heritage.
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Programs
Improve the rule of law to
Combating Wildlife Crime
THE BACKGROUND
In January 2014, WildlifeDirect
published its ground-breaking report
Scoping study on the prosecution
of wildlife related crimes in Kenyan
courts. This study of 743 wildlife
related cases between 2008 and
2013exposed the persistent failure
of Kenyan courts to punish those
caught breaking wildlife protection
laws.
Criminals who were punished were
consistently given very low fines,
while only 4% of convicted offenders went to jail. A major problem
highlighted by the report was that,
even when cases were processed
effectively, courts were unable to
impose deterrent sentences because
of the low maximum penalties set by
the law.

report of its work exposed the multiple challenges facing the wildlife
sector in Kenya and validated the
concerns expressed by WildlifeDirect and other conservation organizations. The report titled Lifting
the Siege, Securing Kenya’s Wildlife
made 288 recommendations and
provided the impetus for the restructuring of KWS later in the year. A
further key initiative was the formation of a team 35 specialized wildlife
crime prosecutors, led by the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP), the
first of its kind in East Africa.
Despite this progress made by the
start of 2014, a number of dramatic
events during the year served as a
reminder of how much work still
needs to be done in order to bring
the scourge of wildlife crime under
control.

Following intensive national and
international lobbying, a new Wildlife Conservation and Management
Act came into force in January 2014.
Under this wide-ranging legislation,
penalties for wildlife crime in Kenya
are now the toughest in the world, including the possibility of life imprisonment for serious offences.

Through its Legal Programme, WildlifeDirect is committed to supporting the Government of Kenya in its
efforts to apply the new Wildlife
Act, while denouncing abuses and
advocating for improved transparency and accountability throughout the
judicial process.

However, the WildlifeDirect report
found that many court cases were
not processed effectively. Many files
on pending cases were simply lost
by the courts; evidence was also lost,
and cases were mishandled by magistrates and prosecution agencies.

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2014

In response to these concerns the
Kenyan Government set up a task
force to investigate the status of
wildlife security in the country. The
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This section summarizes key activity areas and
achievements of the Legal
Programme in 2014. For more
information see the illustrated section on ‘Highlights’ at
the end of the report.
Eyes in the Courtroom: Through its
innovative courtroom monitoring

programme, undertaken by Liz Gitari
and a team of consultants and legal
interns, WildlifeDirect makes a major contribution to the transparency
and accountability of the prosecution of wildlife crime. The published
results provide a vital evidence base
for ongoing improvement to the
judicial process.
WildlifeDirect supports the prosecution of suspected ivory dealer Feisal
Ali Mohamed by watching brief in
the ongoing case.
Investigation and exposure of
wildlife crimes: In collaboration
with government and non-government partners, WildlifeDirect plays a
key role in ensuring the facts about
wildlife crime are made known and
remain in the public eye, in Kenya
and worldwide.
Following the murder by poachers
of iconic individual animals in 2014,
including the rhino Sheria and the
elephant Satao, WildlifeDirect’s documentation and exposure of the lax
security situation in the country’s
national parks and game reserves
was instrumental in spurring the
Government to announce major increases in funding and personnel for
anti-poaching operations. Together
with improved ministerial supervision of the Kenya Wildlife Service,
this contributed to a substantial
improvement in the security of elephant and rhino populations by the
end of 2014.
Lobbying and capacity building
to increase the effectiveness of
prosecutions: WildlifeDirect worked
closely with other NGO’s, the Chief
Justice and the Judiciary Training

Institute to convene the first ever judicial dialogues on wildlife crime in
Kenya. We also worked closely with
the DPP office to support the training of prosecutors on best practices
across the globe for the prosecution
of wildlife crime.
On 5 June a huge haul of elephant
tusks was seized by customs officials
at Mombasa. Although arrests were
made, the suspected kingpin Feisal
Mohamed Ali was able to escape custody, in circumstances that indicated
the continued vulnerability of local
law enforcement agencies to threats
and bribery by powerfully-connected criminals. WildlifeDirect was in
the forefront of campaigns to bring
Feisal to justice that finally led to
his arrest in October. We petitioned
the Chief Inspector of Police, and
we marched with thousands on the
streets of Nairobi.
Assisting parliament to improve
the functionality of the Wildlife Act
and close loopholes: WildlifeDirect
worked with the Kenya Wildlife Service and the Office of the Attorney
General as well as the Parliamentary
Committee on Environment to address structural gaps within the new
Act to ensure optimal enforceability
of the law. We have worked with
others to present amendments to the
bill to enable it to be fully operationalized.

PROSPECTS FOR 2015–16
By the end of 2014 there were encouraging indications that poaching
rates in the country were falling.
However, due to its strategic location,
Kenya still ranks number one in the

world for transiting of ivory. The
scale of the problem places severe
strains on the resources of border
agencies.
In addition to continuing all the
activities initiated in 2014, objectives
for 2015–16 include major initiatives
to promote collaboration among
state agencies, civil society and the
private sector in preventing and
reporting wildlife crime:
• A Guide to the Wildlife Act will be
published in print and online. The
guide will provide information
in an accessible format about the
objectives, provisions and application of the Wildlife Act. The guide
is also intended as a training resource for local conservation bodies, land owners, conservancies,
wildlife officers and magistrates.
The initiative is funded by the
Whitley Fund for Nature, Nature
Kenya and the African Wildlife
Foundation.
• WildlifeDirect is working in partnership with the mobile security
company MSEMA to set up anonymous Wildlife Crime Hotline. The
prototype system will be tested in
the poaching hotspots Nakuru and
Naivasha during 2015 and builds
on the pioneering use of social
media by the head of local police,
Chief Kariuki, to respond rapidly to
cases of wildlife crime. The project
is partially funded by the Whitley
Fund for Nature.
• In collaboration with state partners, WildlifeDirect will embark
on an ambitious programme to
raise awareness of travellers at

ports, airports and borders; to
enlist transport companies in the
prevention and detection of transportation of illegal products; and
to train relevant border agencies
in identification and handling of
trafficking offences.
Our team
The Legal Programme is led by Elizabeth Gitari, Legal Affairs Manager
and in 2014 was carried out with
China Liaison Officer Chris Kiarie
and interns Lorelei Picourt, Peggy
Mideva, Mercy Mwari Gichana,
Jim Karani, Timothy Mutambuki,
Dickson, Calvin Olweny, and Calvin
Ondigi, under the supervision of CEO
Paula Kahumbu.
Our partners
The work of the Legal Programme in
2014 was carried out in collaboration
with government law enforcement
and prosecution services, including
the Chief Justice, Director of Public
Prosecutions, Judiciary Training
Institute, Office of the Attorney
General, Parliamentary Committee
on Environment and Kenya Wildlife
Service.
Partners from the NGO sector and
civil society included WWF, the Africa Network for Animal Welfare, Big
Life Foundation, and East African
Wild Life Society.
The work was funded by Save The
Elephants, the Whitley Fund for
Nature, African Wildlife Foundation
and Nature Kenya, in addition to
generous donations by individual
supporters.
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Programs
Mobilizing popular support for
elephants and wildlife
THE BACKGROUND
Africa is the only continent on the
planet that still possesses a full array
of native mega-fauna. International
concerns about the poaching crisis
and declining wildlife populations
reflect the huge global importance
of Africa’s wildlife. Nevertheless the
war on wildlife crime in Africa will
only be won when African themselves take the lead.
To achieve this, dialogue on conservation issues has to break free of the
narrow confines of international
conferences and expert meetings,
and take place where it can be heard
by the man and woman in the street,
in language they can understand.
WildlifeDirect’s outreach programme
is led by Njambi Mwangi and is a
pioneering initiative on the African
continent. It aims to change hearts
and minds: to mobilize Kenyans
from all walks of life and empower
them to defend their continent’s
unique wildlife heritage, especially
elephants. Our message to poachers
and ivory traffickers is: Hands Off
Our Elephants!
While Hands Off Our Elephants
speaks to all Kenyans—and all Africans—there is a particular focus on
key agents of change in civil society
and the private sector:
• Political leadership and diplomats
• Opinion formers in the media
• Respected private business organizations
• Young professionals who can take
the lead in today’s conservation
efforts
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• Young people and children who
will determine the continent’s
future.
To communicate its message, the
campaign employs all available
media, from newspapers to social
media, and organizes a range of
innovative events, enlisting the support of personalities from the worlds
of sport and the performing arts.
Wherever possible Hands Off Our
Elephants tries to bring people and
elephants together, so that ordinary
Kenyans can get to know elephants
and fall in love with them. We know
that elephants themselves are their
own best advocates.

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2014
This section summarizes key
activity areas and achievements of the Outreach Programme in 2014. For more
information see the illustrated section on ‘Highlights’ at
the end of the report.
Attracting media attention in
Kenya and worldwide: WildlifeDirect ensured that wildlife and the
ongoing poaching crisis were high
profile issues in the Kenyan media
throughout 2014. As a well-known
and widely respected commentator
on wildlife issues, CEO Paula Kahumbu is a regular contributor to Kenyan
daily newspapers such as The Star,
Daily Nation, East African Standard
and others. Paula Kahumbu and
WildlifeDirect founder Richard
Leakey also gave a number of extended interviews on prime-time TV

during 2014.
Internationally in 2014, Paula
Kahumbu, Richard Leakey and the
work of WildlifeDirect were profiled
in headline articles on the poaching crisis published by Newsweek,
National Geographic and the Independent newspaper (UK). Paula took
part in radio and TV interviews on
the BBC, ABC (Australia) and Aspen
82 USA), among others, and published a series of influential articles
on poaching and wildlife crime on
her blog Africa Wild, hosted by the
Guardian (UK).Her blogpost on the
murder of the great tusker Satao
received more than a quarter of a
million views. Articles were also
published in the Hong Kong and
mainland Chinese press, authored
by Paula and WildlifeDirect China
Liaison Officer Chris Kairie.
Spreading the word on the streets:
Hands Off Our Elephants regularly
mobilizes Kenyans from all walks of
life in high-profile public events in
support of elephants and wildlife.
The highlight of 2014 was the Global
March for Elephants and Rhinos,
on 4 October. WildlifeDirect led
the collaboration among the many
wildlife conservation organizations
that took part, alongside government
representatives, celebrities, heads of
corporate, and diplomats, in a march
that attracted global media coverage.
Giving young people a voice: Unless
urgent action is taken, the children
of today’s children may grow up in a
world without elephants and rhinos.
Hands Off Our Elephants aims to
empower children across the nation
to contribute to efforts to save our
wildlife heritage and make their

voice heard. The year 2014 saw a
major expansion of activities with
schools and youth organizations. In
collaboration with partner organizations and the support of media
personalities, the campaign organized events to inform young people
and provide platforms for them to
express their support for elephants
in language and formats they are
familiar with, including films, comic
books, dance and music.
Bringing business on board: As
the mainstay of the tourism sector,
wildlife makes a crucial contribution
to Kenya’s economy. Many businesses are keen to add their voices to
the chorus of protest against ivory
poaching and trafficking. In 2014,
Hands Off Our Elephants launched
a series of partnership initiatives
with well-known names from the
corporate sector. These are win-win
ventures: enhancing the corporate
image of the business partner at the
same time as generating publicity
and funding for the campaign.
Training tomorrow’s leaders: WildlifeDirect believes that African leadership is essential to win the war on
wildlife crime and develop authentic
African models for wildlife conservation. Our internship programme
contributes to the vision by giving
rising young Kenyan professionals
the opportunity to build their management skills at the same time as
developing an awareness of wildlife
conservation issues. In 2014, thirteen interns were taken on at WildlifeDirect, where they contributed
to developing WildlifeDirect’s social
media presence, courtroom monitoring, work with schoolchildren and
many other activities.
Contributing to global networks:
Wildlife crime is organized by international crime cartels. WildlifeDirect
recognizes that these cartels can
only be defeated by a coordinated
international response that goes be-

yond intergovernmental conferences
to involve private sector and civil
society organizations in ongoing
collaborative efforts.
Hands Off Our Elephants campaigns for African leaders to assume
leadership of international efforts
to combat wildlife crime, to raise
the profile of African civil society in
these efforts, and to give ordinary Africans a voice in debates about their
continent’s future.
This was the message taken by
WildlifeDirect CEO Paula Kahumbu
to a number of key international
gatherings she attended in 2014,
including the Symposium on International Wildlife Crime organized by
the Zoological Society of London in
February and the World Rhino Youth
Summit, held in South Africa in September 2014.
Moreover, WildlifeDirect is expanding its presence on social media.
Paula Kahumbu communicates on a
daily basis with more than 60,000 followers on Twitter to publicize Hands
Off Our Elephants and present an
African perspective in the global debate on poaching and wildlife crime.
Hands Off Our Elephants also aims
to build links between civil society
organizations in ivory producing
countries in Africa and consumer
countries such as China. In 2014,
WildlifeDirect’s China Liaison
Officer Chris Kiarie took part in a
landmark visit to China, with the
aim of engaging the Chinese public
in efforts to reduce demand for ivory
and exploring ways to sustain effective communication and cooperation
between Chinese and African civil
societies.

efforts in the coming period. The
unique contribution of Hands Off
Our Elephants to the war on wildlife crime has been its success in
mobilizing ordinary citizens of an
African country in a popular movement in support of wildlife. This is a
model we intend to further develop
and replicate in 2015–16. Priorities
include:
• To strengthen the online presence
of WildlifeDirect and Hands Off
Our Elephants by redesigning the
website as an integrated social
media product with links to other
platforms such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.
• To further expand work with children and youth, focusing on children living in areas on the front
line of the war on poaching. Other
priorities will include giving children, particularly from deprived
areas, the opportunity to meet and
fall in love with elephants; and
supporting children-led initiatives
in schools, such as wildlife clubs.
• To continue to work with supporters from the worlds of sport
and the arts to establish wildlife
conservation as a central component of youth culture in modern
day Kenya.
• To strengthen links with business,
building on experiences in 2014 to
develop permanent partnerships
with leading organizations in the
corporate sector.
• In collaboration with African partners, to replicate the successful
model pioneered by Hands Off Our
Elephants in other elephant range
states.

PROSPECTS FOR 2015–16
After a hugely successful year in
2014, we intend to redouble our
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Highlights from 2014
This section tells the story in words and
pictures of WildlifeDirect’s busy and
highly productive year in 2014

YEAR ROUND:
EYES IN THE COURT
Following the publication of its
influential report Scoping study on
the prosecution of wildlife related
crimes in Kenyan courts at the start
of the year, WildlifeDirect continue
to monitor the legal process throughout 2014. WildlifeDirect’s team of
legal interns examined wildlife trials
in 50 courts and found that, overall,
the handling of wildlife crimes in
Kenya has improved substantially
since the enactment of the Wildlife
Conservation and Management Act
at the start of the year. For example, this data showed that 11% of
convicted offenders went to jail, up
from 4% previously. However none
of the ‘kingpins’ who control wildlife
trafficking have yet been convicted.
WildlifeDirect’s courtroom monitoring continues to play a vital role
in providing evidence to support
ongoing efforts to improve the prosecution of wildlife crimes.
FEBRUARY: SYMPOSIUM ON
INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE
Paula attended the Symposium on
International Wildlife Crime organized by the Zoological Society of
London to coincide with the conference of world leaders hosted by the
UK Government. While in London,
Paula made a presentation at the
House of Lords and was interviewed
on BBC radio and for a front page
article published by the Independent, a leading UK daily newspaper.
She was also interviewed for the film
“Gambling on Extinction”, which was
premiered in 2015.

12
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The team of legal interns at
WildlifeDirect

MARCH: WILDLIFEDIRECT PRESS
CONFERENCE FOCUSES THE
WORLD’S ATTENTION ON THE
POACHING CRISIS
On 16 March, a rhino named Sheria
(which ironically means ‘law’ in
Kiswahili) was killed by poachers inside the Ol Pejeta Conservancy, one
of the most heavily fortified private
conservancies in Kenya.
In response to this tragedy, WildlifeDirect acted quickly to draw attention to the need for decisive political
action in response to the poaching
crisis in Kenya. On 19 March, at a
press conference led by Richard
Leakey, with WildlifeDirect board
members Philip Murgor and Irungu
Houghton and CEO Paula Kahumbu,
that received widespread national
and international coverage, WildlifeDirect called on the President to personally take charge of the crisis and

to declare the poaching of elephants
and rhinos a national disaster.
WildlifeDirect’s intervention provided a powerful impetus towards
a number of key policy actions by
the Government that contributed to
a substantial improvement in the
security of elephant and rhino populations by the end of 2014. These
included:
• An inquiry by the Parliamentary
Committee on Environment and
Natural Resources
• Constitution of an inter-ministerial committee to oversee operations
at Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS)
with a view to identify challenges
in the service and undertake remedial measures
• Recruitment of 566 new rangers
and, for the first time, allocation
of a dedicated budget of USD 20
million for anti-poaching activities

1. HRH The Princess Royal presents
the Whitley Award donated by The
LJC Fund in memory of Anthea and
Lindsey Turner to Paula Kahumbu,
Kenya – Hands Off Our Elephants:
Delivering African leadership to
address Kenya’s poaching crisis.
Photograph: Courtesy of the Whitley
Fund for Nature.
2. Richard Leakey and Paula Kahumbu
at the press conference organised by
Wildlife Direct on March 19, 2014 in
Nairobi. Photograph: Tony Karumba/
AFP/Getty Images
1

3. Pupils from Imbirikani Girls High
School with copies of Roba vs. the
Poachers comic book

2

4. Resson Kantai and Chris Kiarie give
a presentation about elephant
conservation to a primary school
class in China

MAY TO JULY: CROWD FUNDING
FOR ‘ROBA VS. THE POACHERS’
COMIC BOOK

3

Roba vs. the Poachers is a hard
hitting graphic novel by the young
Kenyan artist Chief Nyamweya.
Roba is an authentic African hero
taking on the dark forces threatening
the continent and its wildlife.
This is the first time that the story of
poaching has been told in a comic
format. WildlifeDirect uses this story
to tell young people in Africa what is
happening to elephants, and inspire
them to become wildlife heroes like
Roba.

4

To raise funds to distribute the book,
WildlifeDirect conducted a fundraising drive on Indiegogo, a crowd-funding site, which ran from 18 May 18
to 2 July 2014. We are grateful to USbased Carrie Auerbach, who volunteered with WildlifeDirect to set up
and monitor the fundraising drive on
Indiegogo, and to the Star newspaper,
our partner in Kenya.
Through the crowd-funding campaign, WildlifeDirect raised USD
4,700 which was used to distribute
hundreds of copies of the comic
book to students in universities, high
schools and primary schools.
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JUNE: WILDLIFEDIRECT IN CHINA
Between 7 and 17 June WildlifeDirect
China Liaison Officer Chris Kiarie
visited China, together with Resson
Kantai of Save The Elephants (STE)
and the young Chinese conservationist, Gao Yufang. The aim of the visit
was to gain understanding of the
ivory trade in China, to engage the
Chinese public in efforts to reduce
demand for ivory. In meetings with
Chinese civil society organizations
Chris and his companions explored
ways to develop effective communication and cooperation between
Chinese and African civil societies in
wildlife conservation efforts.
In 10 days in China, Chris visited
Guangzhou, Xiamen, Quanzhou, Fuzhou and Beijing and met 257 people
in market places, schools, universities and local conservation organizations. He also gave interviews for
Chinese TV, radio and newspapers.

JUNE: LAUNCH OF NDOVU MUSIC
CONTEST WITH JULIANI

1

The Ndovu music contest was
launched by WildlifeDirect in partnership with the New York based
NGO, PCI Media Impact. The contest
sought to attract young East Africans
through the power of music, and
encourage them to use their talents
to create a winning song for the
elephants. Renowned hip hop artist
Juliani joined the contest and was
the public face of the competition.
PCI Media Impact created a website
for the competition.

2

Juliani, together with Paula, visited
Amboseli and schools around the
park to promote the contest. Hundreds of entries for the competition
were submitted from around East
Africa. The competition finalists

14

WILDIFE DIRECT – ANNUAL REPORT 2014

4
3
5
1. The Juliani promotional poster inviting youth to enter the Ndovu music
contest
2. A pupil from Alliance Girls High School presents her group’s project ideas
during the Kiambu County tour
3. Dr Richard Leakey, the founder of WildlifeDirect, Paula Kahumbu and the
Chief Justice of Kenya Dr Willy Mutunga at the cocktail party to celebrate
one year of the campaign ‘Hands Off Our Elephants’
4. UNDP Administrator Helen Clark and Kenya’s First Lady Margaret Kenyatta
at State House Nairobi at the launch of the Imbirikani Women’s Project
5. Speaker at the debating conference on elephant and wildlife
conservation organized by the Kenyan National Debating Council (KNDC)
and WildlifeDirect in July 2014 (Watch on YouTube Hands Off Our
Elephants channel)

performed in major concert held
at United Nations Environment
Program (UNEP) HQ in Nairobi at the
launch of the Kenya Wildlife Festival
in February 2105.

JUNE: KIAMBU COUNTY TOUR
The Kiambu County tour was the
first of what is planned to be a series
of county events to bring Hands Off
Our Elephants to the communities
of Kenya. Although Kiambu County
has very few elephants in its forests,
the area is known to be a hub for the
transit of ivory from north Kenya to
Nairobi.
Over 350 pupils and teachers attended the one-day event on Saturday
21 June, with the participation of
more than 50 volunteers who helped
to make the day a success. The
event created public awareness and
interest in the area about elephants

and the ongoing poaching crisis. The
pupils worked in groups to projects
to design innovative projects to stop
the crisis.

JULY: HANDS OFF OUR ELEPHANTS
TURNS ONE!
In July, WildlifeDirect board members (International and Kenyan),
staff and volunteers celebrated by
hosting a cocktail party in Nairobi to
celebrate the first anniversary of the
campaign Hands Off Our Elephants.
The event was attended by the Chief
Justice of Kenya Dr Willy Mutunga, British High Commissioner Dr.
Christian Turner, US Ambassador
to Kenya Robert Godec, heads of
corporates, celebrities, and leading
conservationists including Iain
Douglas-Hamilton, Cynthia Moss
and Esmond Bradley Martin among
others.

JUNE: FUNDING FOR WILDLIFEDIRECT COMMUNITY PROJECT
In collaboration with UNDP and
the office of the First Lady Margaret
Kenyatta, WildlifeDirect obtained
funding for a community project
in Mbirikanito create enterprise
opportunities for women who live in
elephant rangelands.
The project, which will start in
2015, was announced by the UNDP
Administrator, Helen Clark, at a
special lunch at State House attended by heads of diplomatic missions
in Kenya attending the First United
Nations Environment Assembly, held
in Nairobi in June 2014.

JULY: DEBATES ON ELEPHANT AND
NATURE CONSERVATION
The Kenyan National Debating Council partnered with WildlifeDirect to
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1. Paula and participants at the World
Elephant Day in Nairobi with ‘Tim’ the
elephant in the background. (Video
available on YouTube Hands Off Our
Elephants channel)

1

2. Paula delivers WildlifeDirect posters and
a letter to the then Inspector General
of Police, David Kimaiyo, at his Nairobi
office
3. Newsweek Cover featuring the hands
off our elephants campaign.

days in Maasai Mara with Dr Leakey
and Paula Kahumbu. The article gave
glowing praise tithe Hands Off Our
Elephants campaign and the work of
WildlifeDirect:

2

conduct a season of nationwide debating competitions on elephant and
nature conservation in secondary
schools and universities. WildlifeDirect sponsored a universities finals
debate between 16 universities on 12
July at the United States International University in Africa.

AUGUST: WILDLIFEDIRECT
DEMANDS ARREST SUSPECTED
IVORY KINGPIN
On 12 August, WildlifeDirect CEO
Paula Kahumbu and three members
of staff presented a signed letter by
400 Kenyans to David Kimaiyo, the
then Inspector General of Police.
At the meeting, she urged the inspector general to make good the arrest
warrant issued in June for the fugitive Feisal Mohamed Ali, following
the seizure in June of a huge haul of
elephant tusks by customs officials
in Mombasa.
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AUGUST: WORLD ELEPHANT DAY
On 9 August, in collaboration with
many partner organizations, WildlifeDirect hosted World Elephant Day
at Brookhouse International School.
The event was attended by Kenyan
celebrities including the singer Eric
Wainaina, media personalities Julie
Gichuru, James Smart and Lorna
Irungu, as well as conservation experts and students.
Two conservation films were
screened: Battle for the Elephants
and Echo, an Elephant to Remember.

AUGUST: COVER FEATURE IN
‘NEWSWEEK’ MAGAZINE
In the last week of August, Newsweek ran a very positive cover story
about Richard Leakey, written by
Graham Boynton who spent a few

“The group has been instrumental
in the introduction of dramatic
new laws for wildlife trafficking
offenses that increased penalties
for possession of ivory or rhino
horn from 40,000 ($450) to 20 million Kenyan shillings ($230,000),
the most severe on the continent
... most important, Leakey and
Kahumbu have, through the use
of social media, engaged their
fellow Kenyans in citizen conservation.”

SEPTEMBER: WORLD RHINO YOUTH
SUMMIT IN SOUTH AFRICA
The summit was held in iMfolozi
Game Reserve, KwaZulu-Natal, South
Africa on 21–23 September.
Paula Kahumbu gave a keynote
address at the about WildlifeDirect’s
work with young people in Kenya.
Peter Moll, the founder of our partner youth organization ‘Stand Up
Shout Out ‘was sponsored by WildlifeDirect to attend the summit.
‘Stand Up Shout Out’ (SUSO) promotes participation of young people
in areas of art, music, theatre and
conservation.

4

6

4. WildlifeDirect board members with
First Lady Her Excellency Margaret
Kenyatta, and Cabinet Secretary
for Environment, Water and Natural
Resources, Prof. Judi Wakhungu, when
they called on the First Lady at State
House Nairobi
5. The newspaper advert that ran in local
dailies when Interpol announced that
Feisal Mohamed Ali was on its wanted
list for wildlife crimes
5. Julius Cheptei of KWS, Paula, US
Ambassador to Kenya Robert Godec,
WildlifeDirect Kenya Chairman Philip
Murgor and Zewde Sahle-Work, Director
General of the United Nations office
in Nairobi, with models at the Nairobi
Fashion Week

5

SUSO was WildlifeDirect’s official
youth partner in 2014 and contributed to the success of many events
held during the year.

with the audience over the fiveday festival. WildlifeDirect also ran
auditions at the event for the Ndovu
music contest.

SEPTEMBER: STORYMOJA HAY
FESTIVAL

OCTOBER: GLOBAL MARCH FOR
ELEPHANTS AND RHINOS

For the second year running, WildlifeDirect participated in the annual
literary Storymoja Hay Festival.
WildlifeDirect screened internationally acclaimed elephant films
including Battle for the Elephants,
and held discussions and debates

The Global March for Elephants and
Rhinos was held on 4 October in
137 cities around the world. For the
march in Kenya, WildlifeDirect led
the collaboration among the many
wildlife conservation organizations
that took part, including KWS, Save

the Elephants, Kenya United Against
Poaching, David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, Youth for Nature, Game
Watchers Safaris, Africa Network for
Animal Welfare, Stand Up Shout Out,
Nazarene University and the Wildlife
Clubs of Kenya.
Over 3,000 people attended the
Nairobi Global March including
the Chief Registrar of the Judiciary
Anne Amadi, hip hop artist Juliani, a
team from the airline Safarilink, and
corporate heads and diplomats. This
was the largest Global March in the
world, and attracted global media
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1

2

1. High school pupils pose with ‘Tim’ during
the Storymoja Festival

3

4

2. Paula Kahumbu and Chris Kiarie of
WildlifeDirect with Chinese students who
called on them at the WildlifeDirect offices
3. Paula Kahumbu and hip hop artist Juliani
(in dreadlocks) join thousands in Nairobi
for the global march for elephants
4. Maryanne Njoroge of the Cooperative
Bank with its newly adopted baby
Elephant, ‘Mbegu’

coverage.

OCTOBER: WORKING WITH THE
CHINESE COMMUNITY IN KENYA
Working with a local Chinese NGO,
China House, WildlifeDirect attracted a sizeable number of Chinese
participants in the October Global
March for Elephants and Rhinos.
This was the first time Chinese residents in Kenya had participated in a
conservation march.

OCTOBER: COOPERATIVE BANK
CSR DAY
WildlifeDirect held its first corporate
team-building and corporate social
responsibility (CSR)day with the
Cooperative Bank, Kenya. The bank’s
logo is an elephant.
The day started with a screening
of the film Battle for the Elephants,
and this was followed by a trip to the
David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust to see
rescued orphaned baby elephants.
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In a group work activity, the bankers
developed ideas for projects for the
bank to contribute to awareness raising and protecting elephants.
The bank adopted one of the baby elephants at the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust and donated KSh 150,000
to the Hands Off Our Elephants
campaign. We look forward to developing official Cooperative Bank CSR
elephant conservation projects.

OCTOBER: INTERPOL JOINS HUNT
FOR FEISAL MOHAMED ALI
In October, following a landmark
request by the Kenyan Government,
Interpol issued a Red Alert notice
for Feisal Mohamed Ali as one of the
world’s most wanted environmental
crime fugitives. WildlifeDirect publicized the arrest warrant by running
a full page ‘Wanted’ advert in several
newspapers.
On 22 December, Feisal Mohamed
Ali was arrested in Dar es Salaam,

Tanzania and extradited to Kenya to
face charges of dealing and being in
possession of elephant tusks. At the
time of writing he is still behind bars
in Mombasa, where the case is being
heard.

NOVEMBER: MEETING WITH THE
FIRST LADY
WildlifeDirect’s international and
Kenyan boards held a meeting with
the First Lady Her Excellency Margaret Kenyatta, who is patron of Hands
Off Our Elephants, and Cabinet
Secretary for the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Judi
Wakhungu, at State House Nairobi.
At the meeting, the board discussed
the idea of declaring elephants a
national treasure, and the creation
of a Kenya Wildlife Festival. Both
the First Lady and Cabinet Secretary
pledged their support and planning
for the first Kenya Wildlife Festival
was initiated.

5. Paula(centre) with the managing
director of Nakumatt Holdings, Atul
Shah (left) and the general manager of
Distell North East Africa, Richard Lord,
at the launch of ‘Save Our Icon’

5

6. Safarilink Managing Director John
Buckley poses next to a branded
Safarilink plane
7. Girl participants at the Maasai Olympics
wearing shoes donated through
WildlifeDirect.

Ten percent of profits made from
the sale of Amarula liqueur at all the
Nakumatt stores countrywide for the
duration of the campaign, a total of
KSh 1,400,000, was donated to Hands
Off Our Elephants.

6

This was one of a number of fundraising partnerships with the private
sector announced in 2014. The Nairobi based airline Safarilink Aviation
now carries Hands Off stickers on
every one of its 12 aircraft and provides content about the campaign
in its onboard magazine, Link, and
informs passengers that no ivory will
be allowed on board.

7

The Kenyan-based insurance broker
JW Saegon is supporting WildlifeDirect with a percentage for every
Bupa insurance package it sells.

DECEMBER: SUPPORTING GIRLS AT
THE MAASAI OLYMPICS
NOVEMBER: NAIROBI FASHION
WEEK

A poster denouncing the use ivory
products in fashion was signed by
designers, models and supporters.

Nairobi Fashion week is a prestigious
three-day fashion event that includes cakewalk shows and exhibitions. In 2014, WildlifeDirect was its
official charity partner.

NOVEMBER: AMARULA AND
NAKUMATT LAUNCH ‘SAVE OUR
ICON’

This event, dedicated to elephants,
carried the message ‘NOTHING IS
FASHIONABLE ABOUT LIFE IMPRISONMENT’ which referred to the maximum penalty, life imprisonment, for
anyone guilty of illegal possession
of ivory or other wildlife products of
endangered species.

In a ground-breaking initiative by
the private sector in Kenya, the
drinks manufacturer Distell North
East Africa, in conjunction with the
retail company Nakumatt Holdings,
teamed up with Hands Off Our Elephants to launch a campaign dubbed
‘Save Our Icon’ to create awareness
of the elephant poaching and trafficking crisis.

The Maasai Olympics—an initiative
of the Big Life Foundation—is an
annual event in Amboseli. For centuries, the Maasai have practiced a
traditional rite of passage to manhood, hunting and killing lions. The
Maasai Olympics was created as an
alternative rite of passage, for young
man and women: a hunt for medals,
not lions.
For the 2014 Olympics, held in Kimana near Amboseli, WildlifeDirect
supporters donated running shoes
or cash to buy shoes for the participating girls’ team.60 pairs of running
shoes were donated.
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Chris Kiarie with Chinese interns at the
WildlifeDirect offices.

Njambi Maingi and Scarlet Chemarum interview
Olympic champion David Rudisha at the Maasai
Olympics

WildlifeDirect’s communications
intern Nixon Kanali on the left of
Njambi Maingi holding black t-shirt
and Robert Kaai pose with two
cyclists, James Muriithi (extreme
left) and Arthur Simiyu (extreme
right) who rode across the country
promoting the Hands Off Our
Elephants campaign

Njambi Maingi watches
a film with primary
school children during
an outreach program to
educate children about
elephants
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Robert Kaai and Elisha Ondieki of WildlifeDirect (both with
name tags) pose with a rugby team during the Kajiado Sevens

Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka shows off his campaign armband
at the Story Moja festival
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Njambi Maingi and Vincent
Ontita (second and extreme
right) pose with volunteers at
the Story Moja Hay festival

Paula Kahumbu poses with
Geoff Mayes at the David
Sheldrick’s elephant orphanage.
Geoff, a professional rally driver
who rallies in the annual KCB
Safari Rally is a supporter of
the campaign ‘Hands off our
Elephants’
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WildlifeDirect
chairman Philip
Murgor with
Ambassador Robert
F Godec, Paula,
Murgor’s wife Agnes
and their daughter,
Cherono

WildlifeDirect’s
Vincent Ontita
(2nd right) poses
with members of
Stand Up Shout Out
at the Hands Off
Our Elephants first
anniversary cocktail
party
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FINANCIAL REPORT

Whitley
Fund for
Nature
15%

Wildlife
Conservation
Network 15%

Tusk
Trust
5%

Other
grant
income
7%

WildlifeDirect 58%
Other grant income 7%
Tusk Trust 5%
Wildlife Conservation Network 15%
Whitley Fund for Nature 15%
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WildlifeDirect
58%
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REVENUES

EXPENSES

Total revenue in FY 2014 was
Kshs.33,601,958 which was a 90%
increase from Kshs.17,713,354 the
previous year. This increase is an
expression of confidence in the
effectiveness of WildlifeDirect’s
innovative efforts to save elephants
and other wildlife.

In FY 2014 WildlifeDirect Kenya
spent Kshs.22,089,180 on program
expense, representing 69% of total
expense. These funds have been used
to achieve measurable results towards securing the future of Kenya’s
elephants and other wildlife:

WILDLIFEDIRECT KENYA
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2014
		
		
ASSETS
Non-Current Assets
Property, Plant and equipment
Intangible Assets-computer software
		
CURRENT ASSETS
Deposits
Accounts receivable and pre-payments
Bank and cash balances
		
TOTAL ASSETS

2014
(Kshs)

2013
(Kshs)

672,718
20,400
693,118

228,476
27,200
255,676

100,000
1,998,228
7,170,653
9,278,881
9,961,999

5,392,585
5,392,585
5,648,261

(15,699,680)
22,126,028
6,426,348

(25,166,428)
29,968,591
4,802,163

Current Liabilities
Accounts payable and accruals
3,535,651
Bank overdraft		
		
3,535,651
TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
9,971,999

567,732
278,366
848,098
5,648,261

FUND BALANCES
Specific (restricted)
General (unrestricted)
		

WILDLIFEDIRECT KENYA
STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014
		
2014
		
Kshs.
FUNDS RECEIVED
WildlifeDirect
19,355,341
WildlifeDirect income		
Other grant income
2,247,559
Tusk Trust		
Wildlife Conservation Network / Save The Elephants
5,171,400
Whitley Fund for Nature
5,110,284
		
33,601,958
EXPENSES
Program expenses:
Hands Off Our Elephants
15,767,848
National Geographic Cheetah Project		
Court Monitoring
3,315,140
Whitley Fund for Nature
3,006,192
Administrative expenses
9,518,638
Other expenses
369,956
		
31,977,774
Surplus for the year
1,624,184

2013
Kshs.
15,993,956
1,719,398
1,717,374

17,713,354

7,715,064
67,832

5,396,308
220,394
13,399,598
4,313,756
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Thank you to all our partners
and donors in 2014
Asante sana!

SPECIAL THANKS FOR SUPPORT IN 2014
Africa Nazarene University
African Wildlife Foundation
Amboseli Trust for Elephants
Big Life Foundation
Brookhouse School
Cavina School
David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
Douglas Wakiihuri and Athletics Kenya
East Africa University
Emmanuel Jal
Imbirikani Girls School
Juliani
Kenya Airports Authority
Kenya Airways
Kenya Tourism Board
Kenya Wildlife Service

Lewa Conservancy
Mark and Vicky Deeble
Ministry of Environment Water and Natural Resources
Nairobi Academy
Northern Rangelands Trust
Ol Pejeta Conservancy
Parliament of Kenya / Kenya National Assembly
Redline PR
Save The Elephants / Wildlife Conservation Society
St. Pauls University
Tsavo Trust
United Nations Environment Programme
United Nations Office at Nairobi
United States International University- Africa
Whitley Fund for Nature

LIST OF DONORS - 2014 (ORGANIZATIONS)
Cheli and Peacock
Christian Laurenssen
Ecoplan Ltd
Elephant Voices
Game Watchers Safaris
German Embassy in Kenya
Kids Saving Elephants

Post Oak Enterprises, LLC (USA)
SIDS Educational Services (USA)
Save The Elephants / Wildlife Conservation Society
US Embassy in Kenya
Whitley Fund for Nature

LIST OF DONORS - 2014 (INDIVIDUALS)
Katherine Snowden
Mr. & Mrs. Livio Borghese
Michel David-Weill
John Heminway
Katherine Wilmerding Heminway
Dr. William H Danforth
Jacqueline Russell
Susan E. O’Connor
Katherine R. R. Carpenter
Parris P McBride-Martin
Enzo Maass
Henry A. Wilmerding, Jr.
Joan Donner
Audrey Pursel
Miho Takeuchi
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Chancellor’s Masters
Cristina F. Noble
John J. & Katherine C. Ewel
Mitra Fattahipour
Mary Njoki
Sue Ellen Rittmaster
Robert F. Vogt Jr.
Gay & Hugh Eaton
Justine (Junee) R. Kirk
Kevin Duffy & Hilary LaForge
William C. Miller IV
William L Stirling (Bill Stirling)
Dana Dolder
Susana Blackman
George Bunn

Carla Van Stirum
Nancy Newton
Maureen Poschman (Kids Saving Elephants)
Pamela Kinsey
Pilar Ham
John K. Colgate Jr. & Diane Colgate
Ann F. Miller
Caroline A Gerry
Darius Fattahipour
Walter Longstreet Deane
Quenna Moore
Dale & Janine Lasater
Kathleen Gerard
Jane Whitcomb
Kristin Wright-Sobol
Frederica Gamble
Peter Connon
Suzanne Jones
Laura Best Yorke
Paula Newberg
Suzanne Lachelier
Katharine Hancock
Amy Ruger Whiteley
Anonymous
Barbara H Conolly (Mrs. Joseph B Conolly, Jr.)
Charlene Marshall
Jay and Sally Shinkle
Karin P. Sheldon
Kerry Newman
Michael R. Horsburgh
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Hall
Mr. Peter Howard
Noel C Noble
Patrick Robinson
Rich Wagar
Michael Pittman
John Gavin
Judy Neiswander
Nicole Morton-Holmes
Monique Fordham
Sambhu Sivalenka
Jacqueline Bonomo
Todd Morlock
Richard Prentke
Nancy Aronson
William Turner
Kirsten Ziegler
Julian Nichols
Andrew Brass
Cynthia Ammon
Nicholas Sacelaris
Meghan Hughes
Ronald Cate
Debbie Goss
Linda Lesley Allsopp
Mr. & Mrs. Charles P. Reay

Sara Garton
Jerry Hill
American Resource
Norman Alberts
Christopher Wilcott
Kerry Lee
Robert Ross
Scott Warden
Anna Patrick
Anja Heister
John Matthews
Wendy Cimicata
Mary and John Purvis
Lisa Olson
Gene Derig
Erin Napier
Wayne Low
Julia Cames
Gail Hamilton
Joanne Wright
Pirjo Itkonen
Peter Durkin
Lois Ono Suttaby
Anonymous
Ashley Prout McAvey
Charles Berthold III
Keith Bardoe
Michelle Bisson
Hilary Hill-Ellison
Ward Fjoser
Patricia Stillman
Thomas Jennings
Scott Dever
Patricia Raxter
Edward Dexter
Amanda Thomson
The Brindled Tortoise
James Putnam
Jewelia Middleton
Jelena Aleksic
Francine Tolf
Julie Hargrave
Diane Bloomberg
Melanie Jenson
David Connolly
Julia Hörr
Sarah Cook
Bernard Ross
Renee Orlando
Jordan Niefeld
Melissa Gutierrez
Evan Heckler
Amanda Bear
Hannah Bailey
Brett Caudill
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Meeting of WildlifeDirect’s Kenya and International boards, at
State House Nairobi in November 2014. The meeting was attended
by the Cabinet Secretary for the Ministry of Environment and
Natural Resources Prof. Judi Wakhungu and with the First Lady Her
Excellency Margaret Kenyatta in the chair.

28

WILDIFE DIRECT – ANNUAL REPORT 2014

WILDIFE DIRECT – ANNUAL REPORT 2014

29

WildlifeDirect Board
Members and Staff
WildlifeDirect follows a planned
strategy to achieve results that have
a direct impact on government
actions, raise awareness, and reach
people’s hearts and minds, to promote
behavioural change towards elephants
and their conservation.

Strategy development is undertaken by
WildlifeDirect’s two boards of directors:
its Kenya Board, and its International
Board based in Washington, DC. The
two boards work closely together and
oversee the work of the team of staff
based in Nairobi, Kenya.

WILDLIFEDIRECT INTERNATIONAL BOARD
John Heminway – Chairman
John Heminway is an award-winning National Geographic writer and filmmaker,
with a focus on nature, science and Africa.
His filmmaking career spans four decades
and includes many prestigious awards.
Katherine Carpenter
Katherine Carpenter is an award-winning
documentary filmmaker specializing in
wildlife conservation and environmental
science topics around the world.
Patrick Walsh
A life-long conservationist, Patrick travels
constantly and his passion for wildlife is
reflected in the list of authors he represents, which includes leading Kenyan
writers and renowned conservationist and
wildlife campaigners in the UK.

Jacqueline Russell
Jaqueline’s interest and passion for
wildlife conservation was nurtured at her
father’s knee, who was one of the earliest
members of the board of directors of the
African Wildlife Foundation. She received a
Masters degree from the Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies.
Scott Asen
Scott is a private investor managing a
portfolio of equity and real estate investments for his personal account.
He graduated from Harvard College in
1966 and joined the brokerage firm of
Mitchell, Hutchins & Co. in 1967, where he worked in the
investment advisory department with responsibility for
research on small technology stocks.

WILDLIFEDIRECT KENYA BOARD
Philip Murgor – Chairman
Philip K. Murgor is a founder and the
current managing partner of the firm,
Murgor & Murgor Advocates. His work
experience spans over a period of 21 years
in the legal profession as state counsel, private practitioner and as Kenya’s former Director of Public
Prosecutions
Irũngũ Houghton
Irũngũ Houghton is currently Associate
Director to the Society for International
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Development, a US$1 million programme committed to
creating a covenant around five promises of the constitution.
Ali Daud Mohamed
Ali Daud Mohamed is currently the climate
change adviser for the Presidency. He is
an environment and development expert
with over 30 years’ experience in the
public service of Kenya. He has strong
analytical skills and deep knowledge of the
inter-linkages between environment and development
from both international and national perspectives.

WILDLIFEDIRECT STAFF
Dr Paula Kahumbu – CEO
Paula Kahumbu received her PhD in
ecology at Princeton University where
she studied elephants in coastal Kenya.
Paula is the winner of the Whitley Award
for Wildlife Conservation (2014) and the
National Geographic Howard Buffet Award for conservation leadership in Africa (2010) and is a National Geographic Emerging Explorer. In 2013 she received a special
commendation at the United Nations Person of the Year
celebrations for her critical role in creating awareness and
mobilizing action around the crisis facing elephants in
Kenya.

Elizabeth Gitari – Legal Affairs Manager
Elizabeth is a Kenyan natural resource
and environmental lawyer and advocate
of the High Court of Kenya. Elizabeth has
diverse expertise in community land tenure systems, conservancy models, environmental legislative and policy systems, renewable energy,
and wildlife conservation law.
John Mutie – Finance & Administration
Manager
John Mutie holds a Bachelor of Commerce (accounting) degree from the
University of Nairobi and an Executive
Master of Business Administration from
Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology.
He is a Certified Public Accountant of Kenya and member
of the Institute of Certified Public Accountants of Kenya
(ICPAK).
Njambi Maingi – Education & Outreach
Coordinator
Njambi is in charge of WildlifeDirect’s
outreach activities, especially with
schools and communities. She has engaged
and signed up hundreds of youth volunteers
with WildlifeDirect. She is an advocate for community
and youth participation in environmental conservation
and natural resource management.

employee in the organization. She is responsible for handling office management including purchasing, logistics
and bookkeeping and is the go-to person if anyone needs
anything.
Chris Kiarie – China Liaison Officer
Chris has a diploma in Tourism and Wildlife Management from Moi University. He
is fluent in Mandarin after three years of
studies, including in China. He joined WildlifeDirect to work on liaison with the Chinese
community in Kenya and has forged important partnerships for the organization.
Bertha Kang’ong’oi – Communications &
Advocacy Manager
Bertha is a journalist and communications consultant with ten years’ experience working for both local and international media outlets and organisations. She
is in charge of coordinating all media and publicity events
for WildlifeDirect.
Robert Millia – Project Manager
Robert Millia Kaai holds a Bachelor’s
degree in environmental science from
Egerton University. He joined WildlifeDirect as an intern to assist in the development and production of a community guide
to the new Wildlife Conservation and Management Act
2013.
Lisa Olson – Administration Consultant,
WildlifeDirect USA
Lisa Olson has been with WildlifeDirect
for 10 years, in charge of administrating
the US office. She lives in Washington, DC
with her husband and three children.

Joy Omulupi – Administrator
A graduate of the Technical University of
Kenya, Joy joined the organization in May
2007,which makes her the longest serving
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WIT DESIGN

KENYA ADDRESS:

USA ADDRESS:

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

WildlifeDirect (Kenya)
Karen Connection,
P.O. Box 24467- 00502
Nairobi, Kenya
Tel. +254 (0) 705 133509

WildlifeDirect
921 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
Suite 304
Washington DC 20003
USA

For further information:
info@wildlifedirect.org
wildlifedirect.org
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