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W

elcome to our 2019 Annual Report highlighting the activities
carried out during the year. Under the leadership of Dr. Paula

Kahumbu, WildlifeDirect continued to be at the forefront of efforts to improve
the functioning of the judicial system. Through the Eyes in the Courtroom
project our team collected

4000 wildlife crime cases. We also made

strides in shining light on conservation issues, creating awareness about
the plight of critically endangered species and connecting people to their

Ali Doud Mohamed

Board Chair, WildlifeDirect, Kenya

wildlife and nature. Through the Wildlife Warriors TV series, the impact

51% of Kenyans
having watched at least one episode. Nearly 70 million people
in 26 African countries were also reached via DSTV and the Star Times

of our work has been felt across the globe with

channel, as well as a million viewers in the Caribbean via Flow TV. During
the year our education and outreach team engaged

3,250 children

from across the country in citizen science projects, parks visits, and
environmental projects within their schools and communities. Many of
our achievements would not have been possible without the commitment,
hard work and dedication from our Board, staff and volunteers. We are
also extremely grateful to all the partners and supporters whose generous
contribution made it possible for us to achieve the milestones. In 2020,
we look forward to increasing the number children who participate in the
wildlife warriors program and create a Justice Desk to address emerging
environmental issues.
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Chief Executive Officer’s Message
In 2019, WildlifeDirect streamlined its work around its core
mission of connecting people to wildlife. I am pleased to be
able to report exciting developments in each of our three
programs: Education and Outreach, Legal Support and
WildlifeDirect TV. Last year saw the successful launch
of both our new TV series Wildlife Warriors and our
network of Wildlife Warriors Kids clubs in schools.
On the legal front, plans are well advanced for a new
Environmental Justice Desk, to be launched in 2020.
The Justice Desk will provide legal help and advice
in environmental matters to members of the public,
complementing the ongoing vital support we provide
to courts and the legal profession. We are bringing these
initiatives in all three programs together under the umbrella of
Wildlife Warriors, a new brand identity that is both a celebration
of Africa’s conservation heroes and a rallying cry to inspire others to
emulate their achievements.

Wildlife in Africa faces multiple threats and it is easy for conservationists to feel despondent in the face of
what seems like an uphill battle. The most heartening lesson that I draw from our experiences in 2019 is that
we are not alone. The first season of Wildlife Warriors was seen by 51% of Kenyans on Citizen TV and the 13
episodes of Season 1 are now being screened by more broadcasters to viewers in Kenya and across Africa.
More than 3500 people took part in the Global March for Elephants, Rhinos, Lions and other endangered
species in Nairobi in April, making it the biggest such event in the world. The following day, more the 15,000
Nairobi residents took advantage of the opportunity of free entry to Nairobi National Park. Schools across the
country are clamouring to join the 33 schools across the country that already have Wildlife Warriors Kids clubs.
In October, 140 concerned citizens from all over the country took part in the workshop in Nairobi that came
up with the idea for the Environmental Justice Desk. These examples provide evidence of a groundswell of
public interest in wildlife and support for protection of the environment. They show that the challenge facing
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conservationists in Kenya is not to convince people of the importance of the environment but rather to respond
to their demands for the opportunity to make their voices heard and take action that will make a difference.
To rise to this challenge, WildlifeDirect benefited throughout 2019 from generous support for organizational
development provided by the Mulago Foundation. As CEO, much of my time in 2019 was spent on working
with colleagues and partners on strategies to scale up our activities and grow our impact. We place emphasis
on TV, as well as using widely available mobile phone apps such as WhatsApp, because these platforms
provide the most effective way of reaching out to millions of Kenyans. We prioritize work in schools because
we know that the 3000 young wildlife warriors in 33 schools today are potentially the advance guard of a
generation of young people committed to protect wildlife and the environment.
The interest expressed by broadcasters in other countries in the Wildlife Warriors TV series, which is now
gaining audiences across Africa, shows that growing public concern about the environment is not confined to
Kenya. We are reaching out to like-minded organizations to join forces in a pan-African movement to save our
continent’s wildlife. As a result of our work and our impact, WildlifeDirect is recognized as one of the leading
conservation organizations in Africa.
On behalf of WildlifeDirect I extend our heartfelt thanks to all those individuals and organisations who
supported our work in 2019, as well as to our many partners in schools, state agencies, corporates and nonprofits. Without your support and collaboration none of the achievements described in this report would have
been possible.
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Our strategy for saving
wildlife
Africa is famed for its diversity of large mammals,
including elephants, rhinos, giraffe, hippos and
lions, which is unrivalled anywhere in the world.
But this invaluable heritage is under threat due to
degradation and loss of wildlife habitat caused
by

uncontrolled

infrastructure

development,

agricultural and urban expansion to meet the
needs of a burgeoning human population, and
climate change. Even within national parks and

2. Creating

thriving

communities

in

wildlife areas through our community
conservation initiatives. We seek to
ensure that our national parks do not
deepen poverty for park neighbours,
but rather provide an opportunity for
communities to thrive. Our community
work includes finding solutions to
human–wildlife conflict, and creating
livelihood opportunities for communities
to enable them to coexist in harmony
with wildlife.

other protected areas, wildlife populations are

3. Creating a love of wildlife in African

threatened by poaching of animals for trophies

society through television. Like most

and bushmeat, illegal grazing, and the introduction

places in the world, most Africans now

of invasive exotic species. Our protected areas

live in cities and urban populations are

have lost more than 60% of their wildlife due in

increasingly disconnected from nature.

part to lack of resources for proper management

Through the Wildlife Warriors TV series

and enforcement. WildlifeDirect recognizes that

we bring wildlife into people’s homes,

the future of Africa’s wildlife depends on the

with programs that shine a light on

performance of our protected areas. We have

Africa’s proud conservation heroes. Our

identified a four-pronged strategy to secure the

aim is not only to entertain and educate,

future of our protected areas and avert the loss of

but also to inspire everyone who sees

wildlife in Africa.

the programs to visit the parks and
support wildlife conservation.

1. Using education to create a generation
that supports wildlife. Our Wildlife
Warriors Kids clubs in schools awaken
an interest in wildlife among young
Kenyans from all walks of life. The clubs
place wildlife at the centre of the school
curriculum, giving children opportunities
to learn to read, do arithmetic and solve
problems through engagement with
wildlife and visits to the national parks.
Our aim is to create an environmental
culture in schools and communities that
will stay with our Warriors on their path
through life wherever they go.
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4. Ensuring that legal deterrents to wildlife
crime are effective. Through our Eyes in
the Courtroom program we support the
efforts of enforcement agencies in Kenya
by capacity building, monitoring the
outcomes of wildlife trials, and exposing
miscarriages of justice. We also plan
to provide support to help defenders
to wildlife pursue their campaigns in
the courts through our Environmental
Justice Desk.

Education & Outreach
The Wildlife Warriors Kids program
We want Africans to fall in love with wildlife from
a very early age. To make this happen, in 2019

Wildlife Warriors from Ithiani Primary School in Kitui County

we rolled out our Wildlife Warriors Kids program
in schools, with the generous support of the
Safaricom PLC. In its first year of implementation,
Wildlife Warriors Kids clubs were set up in 33
public primary schools spread across Kenya with
a total membership of more than 2500 children.
Each club member received a wildlife passport
that highlighted 12 endangered species found in
Kenya. Educational materials provided to teachers
at participating schools included episodes of
the first season of the Wildlife Warriors TV series,
lesson plans to go with each episode, and specially
written elephant fact and activity books for children.
We plan to create more activities and fact books for
other species and books on rhinos and leopards
are currently under development. Through the
Wildlife Warriors Kids Clubs, thousands of Kenyan
children from across the country participated in
citizen science projects, visited parks, and carried
out environmental projects in their schools and
communities, including recycling bottle top rings
to make key holders, tree planting, and conserving
mangrove forests.

Paula Kahumbu with members of the Wildlife Warriors club
at the Ivory Burn site at Nairobi Park

Wildlife Warriors Expedition
In August 2019, 116 children and 21 teachers
from 11 schools participated in a 5-day camping
expedition at Mpala Research Centre in Laikipia
County. The participating schools were from
across the country including Mombasa, Kwale,
Kilifi, Siaya, Busia, Nairobi, Laikipia, Samburu,
Marsabit and Dadachabassa-Isiolo. For many of
the children, it was their first time they had left their
villages or travelled in a vehicle. Another first was
the experience of putting up tents and sleeping in
sleeping bags. The expedition programme included
game drives, collecting samples, meeting scientists
and, at night, stories and songs by the camp fire.
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Wildlife Warriors kids expedition camp at Mpala Research Centre

Kids and Goats for Elephants
Launched in 2018, Kids and Goats for Elephants
is an innovative project led by Dr. Paula Kahumbu
and Prof. Thure Cerling from the University of Utah
in USA. The project analyses isotopes of carbon,
strontium and nitrogen in goats’ hair collected

in the project teaches the children about geology,
chemistry, geography, forensics, ecology, climate
change and conservation.

Enkijape Feeding Program

by children from different parts of the country

WildlifeDirect has a special relationship with a

and matches these to underlying geology and

school in Amboseli area where we provide food

vegetation that is specific to each location. The idea

supplements for 750 children at Enkijape Primary

is to create a database that can be used to identify

School who were going hungry. The nutritious

the origin of seizures of poached ivory by performing

food has had significant impact on the children’s

a similar analysing of isotopes in the tusks. Children

educational attainment: the mean score in the

from the 33 public primary schools enrolled in the

national examinations for children from Enkijape

Wildlife Warriors Kid program took part by collecting

has improved from 211 to 249. This program is

samples of goat hair from their homes for analysis in

made possible thanks to the donation of food by

the laboratory at the University of Utah. Involvement

the Chandaria Family Foundation and funds for
water from Elephant Cooperation.
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Creating awareness on snakebites
Venomous snakes contribute to 1000 deaths in
Kenya each year, and 125,000 around the world.
In 2017, the World Health Organization added
snakebite envenoming to its list of highest priority
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs). WildlifeDirect
is part of Snakebite-Kenya, a multi-stakeholder
initiative that seeks to develop a strategic response
to the crisis, including education, awareness
raising, training of medical staff, and management
of antivenom. During the year, WildlifeDirect

Dr. Paula Kahumbu in the field with students from Princeton
and Columbia Universities

participated in meetings, created media awareness

Marching for Wildlife

about the snakebite problem in Kenya through

On 13 April, the Nairobi event of Global March for

media interviews and engaged stakeholders in

Elephants, Rhinos, Lions and other endangered

advocating for availability of antivenom in Kenyan

species was the biggest in the world, attracting

hospitals

more than 3500 participants from all walks of life,

Snakebites were also investigated by students
from Princeton and Columbia University (New
Jersey, USA) taking part in Dr. Paula Kahumbu’s

who marched for about 11 km from the National
Museums of Kenya to Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS)
Headquarters.

annual field course on Community Conservation.

The march was officially flagged off by the chief

The students conducted surveys in Kilifi, one

guest, Hon. Najib Balala, Cabinet Secretary for

of Kenya’s snakebite hotspots and used the

Tourism and Wildlife, who walked the whole way

data gathered from the communities to develop

together with the other marchers, who were drawn

workable solutions to address the problem. Three

from the business, conservation and tourisms

sets of recommendations were identified: (1)

sectors, as well as universities, colleges and

scale up venom production and research and

schools.

provide support to victims; (2) create a framework
for engaging traditional healers, and (3) conduct

Participating organizations and individuals dressed

education and awareness in schools and identify

in black and white T-shirts carried banners, flags

snake ambassadors within the communities.

and placards and raised their voices to protest
against extinction and call for governments across
the world to take action to protect endangered
wildlife.
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Hon. Najib Balala flags off the Global March for Elephants, Rhinos, Lions and other endangered species

In his speech during the march, Hon. Najib Balala

Our heartfelt gratitude to all the organizations

acknowledged the importance of engaging young

and individuals who worked so hard to make this

people in conservation. He stated, “Young people

year’s Global March for Elephants, Rhinos, Lions

are the future defenders of wildlife and we must

and other endangered species a success. Special

do everything to save wildlife and say no to both

thanks to the sponsors shown below and to Shoji

legal and illegal trade on wildlife”. At the march he

Terada and Momoko Fukata, who came all the way

also announced there would be free entry to the

from Japan and designed wildlife artwork for the

Nairobi National Park the following day. More than

children who attended the Global March.

15,000 people took advantage of this opportunity
to visit the Park the next day, a testament both to

We also thank the Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife,

Kenyans’ appetite for opportunities to experience

County Government for waiver permits, and the

our country’s wildlife at first hand.

National Police Service for providing us with the
security during the March.

over 15,000 people
trooped to the Nairobi
National Park the next
day after Global

March On April 13
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Legal Program
The demand for wildlife products such as elephant
ivory, rhino horn, and pangolin scales results in
the rise of poaching and wildlife trafficking, which
destabilizes ongoing conservation efforts. The
lack of a strong response by the judicial system
to wildlife crime is a major challenge facing wildlife
conservation in Kenya. WildlifeDirect continues
to be at the forefront of efforts to improve the
functioning of the judicial system, working with both
government agencies and conservation partners to
ensure the full and effective enforcement of laws
to protect wildlife. In September we bid farewell
to Jim Karani, who had been our Legal Affairs
Manager since 2016. We wish him all the best as
he embarks on a journey to pursue his Doctorate at
the Institute for International and Comparative Law
of University of Pretoria. Mary Morrison took over
from Jim as the new Legal Affairs Manager. Mary
joined WildlifeDirect in 2016.

Our Eyes in the Courtroom
The Eyes in the Courtroom project, provides a
detailed, ongoing assessment of the prosecution

Mary Morrison, Legal Affairs Manager examines files of
wildlife crime cases at Makindu Law Courts

and outcomes of wildlife crime cases tried in

Our young and brave team of lawyers collects data

Kenyan courts. Kenya is the only country with such

on the process and outcomes of all wildlife crime

an in-depth level of assessment of the functioning

cases that come before Kenyan courts. In 2019 our

of court system in response to wildlife crime. The

legal team visited 121 chief magistrates’ courts and

project is generously funded by the Elephant Crisis

59 mobile courts. The team collected data on more

Fund (administered by Save The Elephants and

than 4,000 cases of alleged infractions against

the Wildlife Conservation Network), Whitely Segre

wildlife, forest and marine laws. Our analysis and

Conservation Foundation, the Straus Foundation

publication of the results not only holds magistrates

and the Cedar Hill Foundation.
Annual Report • 2019
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to account, but also provides vital information for
identifying problems, the design of measures to
address these problems, and tracking progress
towards their implementation.

Seized ivory that was concealed in a shipment of teak wood

Legal Affairs Manager Mary Morrison at Kandara Law
Courts in Muranga County

Case tracking
In addition to monitoring of court records, our team
follows the progress of selected serious cases in
detail. For these cases, a member of the team is
present in court as an observer at each and every
hearing. Our presence in court provides support for
the prosecution of cases from seizure and arrest all
the way through to the conclusion of the case.

Ephantus Mbare in court

Capacity building in partnership with
Judiciary Training Institute and other
partners

During the year, the legal team tracked six major

In June 2019, WildlifeDirect partnered with the

ivory seizure cases; of these, two ended up in

Judiciary Training Institute, Africa Network for

acquittals. The acquittal of Ephantus Mbare in a

Animal Welfare (ANAW), International Development

case involving 1097.75 kg of ivory and Sammy

Law Organization (IDLO) and African Fund for

Ndirigi in a case involving 1500 kg of ivory provides

Endangered Wildlife (AFEW) to organize the 2019

evidence of how the legal system still needs to be

Environment and Land Court Annual Judges

strengthened in order to deal effectively with these

Conference. The Environment and Land Court is the

high-profile cases. WildlifeDirect’s legal team

principal arena for legal action over environmental

continues to closely monitor the remaining four

and climate issues and its judges have the power to

cases involving a total of 7328 kg of ivory.

enforce the right to a clean and safe environment.
The 4-day conference in Mombasa was attended by
70 participants including 34 Judges and 34 Deputy

12
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Registrars of the Environment and Land Court.

Training for prosecutors
In June, the WildlifeDirect Legal team facilitated two
sessions at a workshop in Nairobi organized by the
international non-profit organization Lawyers Without
Borders. WildlifeDirect’s presentations focused on
wildlife trafficking in Kenya and the overview of the
Wildlife Conservation and Management Act. The
3-day workshop was attended by 68 prosecutors
from lead agencies dealing with wildlife crime.

Participants at the Lawyers Without Borders training

In December, members of the WildlifeDirect legal

October we held an Open Space Technology

team participated in the 9th National Judicial

workshop at the Catholic University of Eastern

Dialogue. The Dialogue is an annual event that

Africa in Nairobi to address the question: how

brings stakeholders together to discuss challenges

can we ensure the public has agency in delivering

faced in responding to wildlife and environmental

our

national

environmental

commitments?

crimes. This year, the focus was on transnational
organized crime. Presentations and discussions

The workshop was attended by 140 concerned

highlighted the complex nature of trans boundary

citizens from across the country and facilitated by

wildlife and environmental crime, emphasized the

Dr. Paula Kahumbu, using Open Space Technology

need for inter-agency cooperation, and identified

to open up a wide-ranging discussion on

emerging challenges.

environmental challenges and potential solutions.
The outcome of the workshop was the decision

Supporting public participation and
environmental advocacy

to set up an Environmental Justice Desk in 2020.

Every day WildlifeDirect receives reports and

responding to cases of human–wildlife conflict and

complaints from people who want to see action

addressing emerging environmental issues.

This help desk will be freely accessible to all
Kenyan residents, providing advice and support for

to protect wildlife and the environment. They say
they feel angry, despondent, and frustrated that
rivers are being polluted, forests cut down and
animals killed. It’s clear that people want to help
but do not know how. They come to us because
we have a reputation for getting things done. In

Annual Report • 2019
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Participants taking part in the discussions during the workshop

Forums and conferences
In September Jim participated in a panel discussion
(‘indaba’) on the export of African elephants to zoos
organized by EMS Foundation in Hermanus, South
Africa. The event’s theme was “Taking elephants out
of the room indaba. Elephants in captivity: Africa’s
role”. It brought together key international and
local scientists, ethologists, ecologists, lawyers,
practitioners, and NGOs.
Kenyan delegates at CITES

In July Jim Karani participated in the 36th Annual
National Conference of the Black Prosecutors
Association in Georgia (USA). This conference brought
together state prosecutors from different states in the
US Western Seaboard to discuss how they can assist in
addressing transnational crime including trafficking in
illegal wildlife products.
Jim Karani also represented WildlifeDirect at the
18th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES), held in August 2019 in
Geneva, Switzerland.
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The narrative has
to change if our young
people are to become
conservation warriors. But
we have to show them role
models that they can relate
to - Dr. Paula Kahumbu

Wildlife Warriors TV
Series
One of the highlights of 2019 was the launch of
WildlifeDirect’s very own weekly wildlife series,

Maasai morans looking at footage shot during the shoot

Wildlife Warriors. The first episode was broadcast

Wildlife Warriors is produced by Dr. Paula Kahumbu

on East Africa’s largest channel, Citizen TV Kenya,

and filmed by the Kenyan film production company

on Sunday 7 April at 5:00 pm. On 8 November 2019

Vivid Features, with funding from the US Department

we began broadcasting Season 1 across Africa

of the Interior through USAID, Wild Lives Foundation,

through a partnership with EbonyLife, Africa’s

and National Geographic. The inspiration for this

leading black entertainment and lifestyle network,

series is the work of African conservation heroes

which reaches potential audiences of nearly 70

working on the front line to save wildlife. The first

million in 26 African countries via DSTV and the Star

season comprises 13 half-hour episodes and

Times channel, as well as a million viewers in the

features 13 extraordinary Kenyan conservation

Caribbean via Flow TV.

heroes and the iconic species that they are working
to protect, including turtles, African wild dogs,
elephants, snakes, rhinos, Grevy’s zebras, vulturine
guinea fowls, lions, leopards, colobus monkeys,
and whales.

Local Ocean staff taking care of an injured.

Crew: Maasai, Steve and Evode
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species, connect people to wildlife and nature, and
inspire them to assume ownership of our wildlife
heritage

and

take

action to protect it. The
series also benefits the
conservation

heroes

directly by publicizing
their work and giving
them
Paula, crew and the children during a shoot

The interest sparked by first season of Wildlife
Warriors among Kenyans from all walks of life is

access

to

research grants and
scholarships for further

Paula and Katie with the students during

education.

sessions on filmmaking

evidenced by the results of a survey revealing that 51

The TV Series is also contributing to the development

per cent of Kenyans watched at least one episode.

of a future generation of wildlife filmmakers in

Episodes have been shown in communities and

Kenya. In April, as part of ongoing collaboration

in schools as part of environmental outreach and

between WildlifeDirect and Princeton University,

education programs in both Kenya and in South

15 Princeton undergraduate film students and 5

Africa. Two episodes of the TV series were selected

Kenyan students attended a training course at

for screening at the New York Wildlife Conservation

Mpala Research Center in Laikipia on how to use

Film Festival in October and the series was also

video to communicate issues related to topics such

featured at this year’s Jackson Wild Film Festival

as water, wildlife, agriculture, and land use. The

in Wyoming and the National Geographic Explorers

course was taught by Katie Carpenter, an award-

Festival in Washington DC.

winning documentary filmmaker and a member of

By telling the stories Africa’s own conservation
heroes and showing what inspires them, our aim is
to create awareness about the plight of endangered

our US Board. The Wildlife Warriors episodes were
used in the course work. The students produced five
short films, which were shown in pubic screenings
in Laikipia.
Local conservation
heroes featured in
Wildlife Warriors
Season 1
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on wildlife matters both in Kenya and abroad. Dr.
Paula Kahumbu and other staff members were
interviewed on topical wildlife-related issues by
major news outlets including CNN, BBC, NatGeo,
The Guardian, Washington Times, Daily Nation,
Citizen TV, The Standard, Kenya Broadcasting

Communication,
Awareness and
Networking

Corporation, Nation Media Group and The Star,
among many others. WildlifeDirect also produced 6
seasonal Wildlife Tracks newsletters reaching over
2000 subscribers every two months.
Radio
(2)

The reputation of WildlifeDirect has been growing
rapidly as a result of our effective communications
strategy. We make full use of available opportunities

TV
(14)

on traditional and social media to raise awareness
of wildlife-related issues and publicize our work.
WildlifeDirect has over 105,000 followers on on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Print
(25)

Source of
media
mentions

In the news

Online
(167)

Local
(78)

Media
mentions
local Vs
international
International
(102)

Paula during an interview with AP crew

International wildlife conferences

In 2019, WildlifeDirect was mentioned 180 times in

In January, WildlifeDirect CEO, Dr. Paula Kahumbu

traditional and online media outlets, including 102

gave a keynote presentation to over 1,000 students

times in the international media and 78 times by

from around the world at the Model United

local media, reflecting our reputation as an authority

Nations and Global Issues Network conference in

Annual Report • 2019
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Shanghai, China. The conference was organized

In May, Paula attended the African Philanthropy

by Concordia International School in Shanghai.

Conference, a two-day workshop in Johannesburg

After hearing Paula speaking on the importance of

to explore key issues for African philanthropy and

conserving elephants and other wildlife, students

social investment. The conference was hosted

were inspired to start their own Wildlife Warriors

by the African Centre for Philanthropy and Social

program in Shanghai.

Investment at the Wits Business School.

Paula with teachers and students from Concordia

WildlifeDirect CEO, Dr. Paula Kahumbu, left, with other

International School

speakers at Nat Geo Festival

In May, Paula Kahumbu was a keynote speaker at the
Annual Conservation Lab 2019 held at Spier Wine
Farm, Stellenbosch in South Africa. The event was
attended by over 130 conservationists, including
conservation land owners, NGO representatives,
filmmakers and artists, who heard presentation

In June, Paula attended the National Geographic
Explorers Festival 2019, where she spoke about
the Wildlife Warriors TV series and other efforts
by WildlifeDirect to raise public awareness of the
environment and support those working to protect
wildlife.

and participated in discussions around the theme
“Fighting our way back one step at a time”.

“Our crew is African.
We are telling African
stories, taking these into
classrooms and taking
children out of classrooms
into national parks.” –
Dr. Paula Kahumbu
Paula Kahumbu giving a presentation on Wildlife Warriors
TV at Conservation Lab

18
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Paula gave a presentation about Wildlife Warriors TV series

In July, Paula was a speaker at the Nature,

emerging conservation media leaders as part of

Environment

(NEWF)

this unique program that connects them with the

Congress held in Durban, South Africa. The

most influential content creators from around the

Congress was an excellent opportunity to get to

globe.

&

Wildlife

Filmmakers

know wildlife filmmakers and distributors from all
over a world and discuss ideas for international

In October, Paula was a panellist in an exhilarating

collaboration in the production and distribution

panel discussion during the Princeton Environmental

of future series of Wildlife Warriors. Tiassa

Forum on whether wildlife and wildlands have a

Mutunkei, a young Wildlife Warrior from Kenya who

place in the 21st century. Our US Board Member,

accompanied Paula, was among the youngest

Katherine Carpenter, was also a member of the

speakers at the Congress.

panel.

In September Paula was among 17 Summit
Scholars who attended the 2019 Jackson Wild
Summit. This Summit provided mentorship for

Annual Report • 2019
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Geoff Mayes – KCB Safari Rally

Partnerships
Amarula
Since 2016, WildlifeDirect has partnered with the
Amarula Trust to raise global awareness of threats
to Africa’s wildlife through the Don’t Let Them
Disappear campaign. Support and funding from

Paula and Geoff during selection of winning tickets

Amarula made a vital contribution to WildlifeDirect’s

In 2019, Chui Safari Lodge manager Geoff Mayes

conservation work during 2019. The team was able

and his co-driver Suzanne Zwager once again

to do a huge range of activities on the ground,

used their participation in KCB Safari Rally to raise

creating awareness about the plight of elephants,

funds for WildlifeDirect’s Hands Off Our Elephants

their role in the ecosystem and how people can act

campaign. Over 120 000 KES (USD 1200) was

to conserve them.

raised in a charity raffle.

Luxury Leather Africa (LULEA)

Safarilink

In 2019, WildlifeDirect’s partnership portfolio grew
as we joined hands with Luxury Leather Africa
(LULEA), a premium leather and accessories
manufacturer based in Kenya. Now that single-use
plastics are banned in Kenya, there is a need for
an alternative to plastic shopping bags. LULEA
has manufactured a range of bags that are not
only durable but also fashionable with an African
touch. The bags are on sale at selected Carrefour
Supermarkets and, for every bag sold, $1.00 goes
to WildlifeDirect’s elephant conservation work.

Hands off Our Elephants wristbands that are sold by
Safarilink to promote elephant conservation

20
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WildlifeDirect is thrilled to renew our partnership

Safarilink has produced wristbands, which will be

with Safarilink that began in 2014 when the airline

on sale to their passengers. The aim is to raise

branded all its aircraft with the words ‘HANDS OFF

awareness among travellers of the global problem

OUR ELEPHANTS’ to publicize our campaign, as

of trafficking of ivory and other illegal wildlife

well as adopting a policy of “no ivory on board”

products, as well as raising money for WildlifeDirect

Safarilink aircraft. Through this renewed partnership,

to support its work.

Tribute
Royjan Taylor
WildlifeDirect began working on snakebites as
a major cause of human–wildlife conflict due
to Royjan Taylor, Director of Bio-Ken Snake
Farm in Watuma. He was amazing with local
communities, where he presented his inspiring
educational program on snakes and how
to respond to snake bites. He stayed
in touch with victims of snakebites
and even hired some of them to
work at Bio-Ken. Their personal
stories are powerful testament to
his role in saving so many lives.
In June Royjan tragically passed
away suddenly from a short illness.
We continue to work closely with
his widow Clare to continue his
important life’s work.
From all of us at
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Financials
INCOMES								
Revenues decreased by 44% from Ksh 101,660,352 in year 2018 to Ksh. 57,225,209 in year 2019.

EXPENSES								
Wildlifedirect’s expenses rose by 1.4% to Ksh. 71,854,182 in 2019 from Ksh. 70,869,353 in 2018. 		
WILDLIFE DIRECT								
STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME						
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019

							

								2019		2018
								KShs
INCOME						57,225,209

KShs
101,660,398 		

				
EXPENDITURE								
SALARIES AND WAGES 				

26,103,052

27,975,145 		

OPERATING PROGRAM EXPENSES			

37,519,006

36,173,063 		

ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES				

8,232,124

6,721,145 		

				
		 						71,854,182

70,869,353 		

										
FUND BALANCE/(DEFICIT) C/FWD		

(14,628,973)
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30,791,045 		

WILDLIFE DIRECT
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2018

							

								2019		2018			
								KShs
ASSETS

KShs 			

								

Non - Current Assets								
Property, plant and equipment				
Intangible Assets

2,638,984

				

3,235,647 		

100

100

								 2,639,084

3,235,747 		

										
CURRENT ASSETS								
Receivables and pre-payments
Fixed deposit

			

341,698

6,399,647 		

					

2,623,411

2,623,411 		

			

20,052,076

31,690,609 		

					

23,017,185

40,713,667 		

25,656,269

43,949,414 		

Cash and Bank balances
			

				
TOTAL ASSETS 					
				
FUND AND LIABILITIES								
Capital fund

					

2,639,084

3,235,747 		

Restricted funds 					

19,991,931

38,217,695 		

General fund						

2,617,087

(1,571,082)

								25,248,102

39,882,360 		

				
Current Liabilities								
Trade Payables and accruals

			

408,167

4,067,054 		

									 - 		 								

408,167

4,067,054 		

				
TOTAL FUNDS & LIABILITIES		

25,656,269

43,949,414
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Our Team
Board of Directors –Kenya & USA

Ali Doud Mohamed

zain Verjee

Board Chair, WildlifeDirect, Kenya

Termeh Rassi

Board Director, US

Katherine Carpenter
Board Director, US
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Board Chair, WildlifeDirect Inc.

Sophie Kinyua

Margaret Kinnaird

Asher Jay

Sarah Laskin

Treasurer, Kenya

Board Director, US

Board Director, Kenya

Treasurer, US

Edward Muriu

Board Director, Kenya

Kamau Gachigi

Board Director, Kenya

Dr. Paula Kahumbu

Trish Sewe

Chief Executive Officer Chief Operations & Head
of Communications

Victoria Wangui
Communications
Assistant

Tobias Odhacha

Legal Affairs Manager

Mary Morrison

Joy Omulupi

Education and
Community Manager

Anthony Wachira

Franklin Lagat

Esther Ngei

Brenda Maina

Shimlon Kuria

Cynthia Rutto

Education and Outreach Education and Outreach
Intern
Intern

Legal Intern

Staff

Finance Officer

Legal Intern

Wahu Gathu

Legal Associate

Finance Intern

Legal Associate

Risa Klein

Communications Intern

Photographers

 Paula Kahumbu – Chief Executive Officer

 Alex Mbaiyo

 Trish Sewe – Chief Operations & Head of Communication

 Ken Gitau

 Jim Karani - Legal Affairs Manager

 Philip van Coller

 Vincent Ontita – Education and Outreach Manager

 Usha Harish

 Joy Omulupi – Community Program Manager

 Bianca Otero

 Anthony Wachira – Finance Officer

 Deepak Sankreacha

 Abigail Gustafson – US Office Manager
 Ken Gitau – Communications Assistant
 Franklin Lagat- Legal Associate

Writers

 Mary Morrison – Legal Associate

 Andrew Halliday

 Wilkister Adema – Productions Assistant

 Sara Mizzi

 Victoria Wangui – Communications Assistant

Interns
 David Mukabane – Education and Outreach Intern
 Esther Matawa – Education and Outreach Intern
 Tobias Odhacha – Education and Outreach Intern
 Cynthia Rutto – Finance Intern
 Risa Klein – Communications Intern
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Organizations - Donors & Partners
Alvord Centre

Mara Elephant Project

African Wildlife Foundation

Mulago Foundation

Africa Network for Animal Welfare

Naturistic Shoe Designs LLC

BNY Mellon Charitable gift Fund

Nice Dragon Productions

Born Free Foundation

Orbis Investment

Cedar Hill Foundation

Princeton University

Chaki Foundation

Rolex

Concordia International School

Resolution Insurance

Distell

Safarilink

Eden Trust

Save The Elephants

Elephant Cooperation

Siemiatkowski Foundation

Environmental Investigation Agency

Terlato Artisan Spirits

Ewaso Lions

The Chandaria Foundation

Gamewatchers/Porini Camps

The New York Community Trust-Pilkington

Global March international
Grevy’s Zebra Trust
International Fund for Animal Welfare
Jana Robeyst Trust Fund
Kenya Tourism Board
Kenya Wines Limited Agency (KWAL)
Lewa Wildlife Conservancy
Mpala Research Centre
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Family Fund
The Perfect World Foundation
USAID-DOI
Wallace Global Fund
Whitley Segre Conservation Fund
Wild Lives Foundation
Wildlife Works

Individuals
Above $500

Eric Ummel

Austin Smith

Frederica Gamble

Allan Thornton

Geoff Mayers

Agnes Kiss

Joyce Poole

Annalisa Alvrus

Katherine Snowden

Brian Blackman

Luis Solorzano

Chad Cohen

Margaret Kinnaird Tim G O’Brien

Carl Safina

Robert Nimkoff

Don Barry

Robert Vogt

Eva Herzer

Victoria Sujata

$100-500

Charla Myers

Alice Mbale

Charles Stein

Abigail Gustafson

Christian Conroy

Ambrose Kipyegon

Christopher Da Cunha

Adriana Aquino

Cissy Walker

Ann Early

Darius Fattahipour

Anna Iskander-Reynolds

David Imper

Annie Morgan

David Kariuki

Annika Tzschatzsch

Diana Kisinga

Ashley McAvey

David and Linda Witham

Barbara von Hoffmann

Davida Ecklund

Brian Musili

Deborah Graham

Bruce Adams

Dick Berry

Camille Lemieux

Doug Brown
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Edward Mukuna

Losang Rabgey

Eli Campbell

Ludovic Le Mentec

Erin Napier

Maggie Stogner

Espen Langvik-Hansen

Mariam Ahli

Fiona Gordon

Marilyn Browne

Frances Burton

Marilyn Nathanson

Gaelle Jimenez

Martha Miller

Genevieve Koning

Maurice Giles

Glyn Challinor

Michelle Pollock

Heather Walker-Dale

Nancy Ries

Hughes Meghan

Nathanson Marilyn

Imani Kijo

Nicholas Sacelaris

Jacqueline Hunt

Olivier le Roy

Jacqueline Russell

Parris McBride-Martin

Jacquelyn Bonomo

Peter Connon

Jake Ferguson

Roma Iskander

Jane Whitcomb

Rosemary Mutunkei

Janette Gustafson

Sabrina Weibel

Jennifer Lankton

Sarah Laskin

Jennifer Post

Scott Warden

Jenny Knight

Simon Bouchard-Levesque

Jeremy Rothfield

Susie Laan

Jim Ries

Steve Kisinga

John Purvis

Suzanne Jones

John Heminway

Teresa Bradford

John Matthews

Tom Prescott

Joseph Ogutu

Uta Staschewski

Judith Sorio

Valerio Cammelli

Katherine Carpenter

Wendy Cimicata

Kelly Kleinhandler

Wilhelm Kaise

Annual Report • 2019

©Usha Harish
Annual Report • 2019

29

30

Annual Report • 2019

©Usha Harish

On behalf of WildlifeDirect I extend our
heartfelt thanks to all those individuals
and organisations who supported our
work in 2019
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Wildlife in Africa faces
multiple threats and it is
easy for conservationists
to feel despondent in the
face of what seems like
an uphill battle.
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Kenya Address

USA Address

WildlifeDirect
Karen Connection, Karen Road
P. O Box 24467 - 00502
Nairobi, Kenya

WildlifeDirect
921 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
Washington DC 20003

wildlifedirect.org

