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Stay with us on this fun filled adventure and always

remember to share with your family and friends.

Welcome to our 16th edition. This week, we look at the 

uncelebrated heroes that clean up our environment 

by eating decomposing carcasses and help prevent the 

spread of diseases - Vultures! We continue to bring 

you tips on how to take the BEST photographs for 

Season Two of the Nature’s Treasures Photo 

Competition, wild jokes and much much more… 



CONGRATULATIONS KARAMVEER

14-year-old Karamveer Palna from Kenya won the
Wildlife Warriors Nature’s Treasures Photo
Competition Junior Category on the theme Wild
Landscapes for an image that looks like it came
straight out of Lion King. This scene includes a group
of Giraffes, Ox-pecker bird, Zebras, Buffaloes, and
Rhino all in one image with the landscape in the
background. Did you notice that the animals are
running?

The photo was captioned by Karamveer as “Natures 
Masterpiece in one frame”.



CONGRATULATIONS KARAMVEER

Season 2 of the Nature’s Treasures Competition has 
Started!!! Submit 3 photos on the theme ‘FINS, 

FEATHERS AND FLOWERS’ by 11th September 2020.

We spoke to 
Karamveer about 
his image

Q: Where did you 
take this photo?
A: Lewa Wildlife 
Conservancy

"Do not wait for inspiration. Go out there 
and do it because it will come on its own.“ 

Karamveer Palna

Q: What camera 
did you use?
A: Nikon z6

Q: What's the story behind the image?
A: We had stopped to view Grevy’s Zebras because
they are rare. Behind them, there were two
giraffes, zebras, buffaloes and even a rhino.
There was a time when they all ran which allowed
me to capture the scenery with the wildlife running



SUBMIT YOUR PHOTOS

Nature photography encourages planning and 
presentation skills in children.

Are you 15 years and below? Please submit your 
photos under the Junior Category and encourage your 

age mates to take part in the Wildlife Warriors 
Nature's Treasures Photo Competition here. You 

could be a WINNER! 
http://bit.ly/WildlifeWarriorsEA

Go Out. Explore. Take Photos. Share
.

http://bit.ly/WildlifeWarriorsEA


UNDERSTANDING VULTURES

 Did you know there are 23 species of vultures in the
world? They have been grouped into two the Old
World Vultures and the New World Vultures.

 The Old World Vultures are 16 species found in
Africa, Europe and Asia.

 The New World Vultures are 7 species found in
North and South America.

Vocubulary

Endangered- considered to be facing a very high risk 
of extinction in the wild.

Critically Endangered- considered to be facing an 
extremely high risk of extinction in the wild.

Vulnerable- considered to be facing a high risk of 
extinction in the wild.

Ruppell’s Vulture by Shiv Kapila



There are 8 vulture species in Kenya. These are:

 Ruppell’s Vulture– Critically Endangered

 White-backed Vulture– Critically Endangered

 White-headed Vulture– Critically Endangered

 Hooded Vulture– Critically Endangered

 Lappet-faced Vulture– Endangered

 Egyptian Vulture– Endangered

 Bearded Vulture- Globally Vulnerable but near 

extinct locally

 Palm-nut Vulture - Least Concerned

Least concerned means scientists have studied the 
species and have found that the population is not 

declining.

White-backed and Ruppell’s Vultures by Shiv Kapila



Article courtesy of Vincent Otieno from Nature Kenya

 Vultures live in 
the open-
country as they 
fly long 
distances 
looking for food. 

 Vultures are 
scavengers 
and feed on 
carrions. 

 Vultures are social birds, they fly, feed and roost
in groups. They also breed in colonies. For example,
Ruppell’s Vultures nest in colonies of about 100
pairs in mountainous habitat.

 Scavengers are animals that feed on other dead
animals that they have not killed. Carrions refer to
the decaying flesh of dead animals.

 The Hooded Vulture feeds mainly on carrion but
also takes insects and larvae (maggot) from cattle
dung.

 A group of vultures is called a committee, venue,
or volt.

 In flight, a flock of vultures is a kettle, and when
the birds are feeding together at a carcass, the
group is called a wake.

Ruppell’s Vulture by Shiv Kapila



THREATS FACING VULTURES

 Poisoning- because vultures flock animal carcasses 
(their main food), they help identify sites where 
animals have been poached. Poachers have been 
known to poison these carcasses and vultures die as 
a result. Some farmers also lace animal carcasses 
with poison to kill lions which in turn kills vultures. 

 Infrastructure development- Many vultures are 
killed by flying into high voltage power lines near 
their habitats. There have also been collision on 
wind turbines which have killed vultures.

 Disturbance at breeding sites – This can be due 
to human activities reducing their chances of 
breeding.

 Traditional beliefs- vultures are targeted for 
their heads which are used in traditional medicine 
in some communities.

Ruppell’s Vulture by Shiv Kapila



WHAT WE CAN DO TO HELP 
VULTURES

Hooded vulture by Clive Wells
 Creating awareness to change community attitudes 

towards vultures, traditional beliefs, and wildlife 
poisoning.

Fun Facts
 Vultures can stop the spread of diseases like 

Anthrax – their stomachs are highly acidic that 
this bacteria cannot survive.

 Vultures have excellent sense of sight and smell 
to help them locate food.

 Citizen Science – collect and share 
data/information on vultures that will be used for 
scientific purpose in vulture conservation.  



MEET VINCENT OTIENO
Q: Tell us about 
yourself.

and a Bachelor’s degree in Applied Biology from Kenya
Methodist University. I’m currently a second year
Masters student at Karatina University and the
Vulture Conservation Program Coordinator at Nature
Kenya.

A: My Name is 
Vincent Otieno, a 
nature enthusiast 
and a Vulture 
protector. I went to 
Mama Ngina
Kenyatta Primary 
School and later 
went to Taranganya
High School. 

I did a Diploma in 
Applied Biology 

Q: How did you get interested in Vultures and
why?

A: As an Intern at National Museums of Kenya,
Ornithology section, I learnt a lot about birds and
their habitats, their importance in the ecosystem and
the threats they are facing.



I got interested in Vultures as they are a
misunderstood group of birds and their populations
are drastically decreasing. Vultures are a very
important group of birds as they control the spread
of diseases like anthrax and botulism.

Q: How can you tell the difference between a male
and female Vulture?

A: In many bird species, the male and the female can 
be different in size or appearance. This is called 
sexual dimorphism. In many bird species, the male has 
beautiful feathers than those of the female.  It’s not 
easy to tell a male from a female vulture as they do 
not have this kind of sexual dimorphism.

Vincent Otieno on Field work



Q: What is your most memorable day in the field?
A: This would be when I saw active vulture nests in
Naboisho Conservancy in Masai Mara. With breeding
success, reduced poisoning, Vulture populations would
increase.

Q: What is your worst day on the job?
A: Every day I get reports on wildlife poisoning and
vultures die as a result; this is very heart-breaking.

A: Nature is very interesting, there is always
something new to learn. Always have a keen eye and
you will find more in nature.

Q: What would you advise a child who wants to be
a researcher or animal expert?

Vincent training volunteers on how to use field 
equipment at Masai Mara



WILD JOKES!

Wild jokes courtesy of Eric Sasia

Q: What do you a call a vulture that preaches?
A: A bird of pray.

Q: What luggage does a vulture carry?
A: Carrion.

Q: Why didn’t the vulture buy a rifle?
A: She is very patient.

Q: What is a group of superhero vultures called?
A: The Scavengers.

Q: What did the vultures say while feasting on a 
clown?
A: He tastes funny.

Q: What promise did the two vultures make to each 
other & couldn’t keep?
A: If I die first don’t eat me.

Q: What April Fools prank did the vulture play on 
her friend?
A: She said she was vegan.

Q: Which vulture species’ are there?
A: The really hungry ones.



HELLS GATE AND VULTURES

Adult Ruppell’s Vulture by Shiv Kapila

Hells Gate National Park is named after the narrow
breaks in the cliffs.

The ark is found in Nakuru County near Lake Naivasha
and is one of the smallest national park in Kenya
covering an area of approximately 68.25 square
kilometers.
The park is known for its wide variety of wildlife and
the beautiful scenery.

Hells Gate is recognized by BirdLife International as
an Important Bird Area of international significance as
it is home to over 100 species of birds.



The Park contains the only protected breeding colony
of Critically Endangered Ruppell’s Vultures in Kenya,
and is a breeding site and/or foraging site for many
other threatened birds of prey, including eagles,
falcons, hawks, buzzards and owls.
The vultures also build their nesting points high up in
the cliffs to protect them from predators .
The birds are however facing threats from the
numerous human activities such as noise and air
pollution in the park.

 Did you know that the dramatic landscapes and
sceneries at the Hells Gate National greatly inspire
The Lion King animation film?

Hooded and Ruppell’s Vultures by The Peregrine Fund

 The park has active hot springs and geysers which
are harvested by Olkaria geothermal power plant
to contribute to Kenya’s electricity.



ART FOR WILDLIFE

Do you have a drawing, painting, essay or poem you 
would like to share with other kids? Please send a 

photo of your drawing and painting or a 
text/WhatsApp message with your poem /essay to  

0746 511 787

Drawing by Shaliki from Lempuranai Primary 
School



WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
NATURE

NATURE TREASURE HUNT
PART 1 

This week we are going to explore nature’s beauty
around our homes. We have learnt a lot on Nature
Investigations. Did you know you can do a treasure
hunt in the wild?

STEP 1: Get a book with pictures of birds, insects,
leaves, grasses or flowers and go out looking.

Wildlife Warriors treasure hunting in the wild 
during the 2019 Kids Expedition

You can do this by, identifying and observing
flowers, leaves, seeds, grass, feathers, dead insects,
snail shells and even stones.



Collect different samples but be careful and do not kill
insects or plants.
Borrow a phone or camera from your parent and take
pictures of birds.

Record your collection; Look closely at the plant
/animal sample collected. Are you able to identify or
match it to a picture in the book?
Do you know the plant or animal it came from?

If you know, write it in your notebook or ask an
adult to help you in identifying the sample.

Share with us what you have done to help nature 
this week by sending an SMS or WhatsApp text 

to 0746 511 787 



THIS WEEK ON MY WILD AFRICA

Watch the film with your family and tell us what you 
learnt by sending an SMS or WhatsApp message to 

0746 511787

The Western Lowland Gorilla found in Central Africa 
is critically endangered. As infants, gorillas ride on 
their mothers' backs from the age of four months to 
3 years. Threats facing these gorillas include the 
bush meat trade and disease. 

This Sunday at 5:30 pm on Citizen TV Kenya, we 
follow an exciting and emotional journey of returning 
four Western Lowland Gorillas which were snatched 
from their mother, back home.

http://bit.ly/WWKIDS


COMING UP… DON’T MISS 

My Wild Africa on Citizen TV at 5:30pm on

September 6th , 2020

International Vulture Awareness Day is on

September 5th,2020

World Rhino Day is on September 23rd, 2020

African Scops Owl by Veer Sikand (11)



FOR PARENTS

• Please tell us what you think of this newsletter
by filling the second part of bit.ly/WWKIDS
and we will get back to you.

• If you would love to support Wildlife Warriors
Kids, please make a donation to:

PAYBILL NO.  600100

A/C NO.  0100003937598

Email us: info@wildlifedirect.org

Contact us on: +254 746 511 787

To subscribe to this newsletter series, 
click here 

bit.ly/WWKidsSubscribe

http://bit.ly/WWKIDS
mailto:info@wildlifedirect.org
https://bit.ly/WWKidsSubscribe

