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Hello Wildlife Warriors!
Stay connected to nature even when you are at
home.

Join us in this week’s adventure as we look into the

world of Hippos! Did you know that Hippos cannot
swim?
In this issue we share tips on how to take the BEST

photographs

so

that

you

photographs

in

Season

too

Two

can
of

enter

the

your

Nature’s

Treasures Photo Competition and win. As usual, we
have more wild jokes, and much, much more… Please
read on!

Stay with us on this fun filled adventure and always
remember to share with your family and friends.

CONGRATULATIONS RAJ
Raj Jakharia (13
years) from Kenya
wins the Wildlife
Warriors
Nature’s
Treasures Photo
Competition
Junior Category
on the theme
Funny and Cute
Wildlife.

Raj captured this
adorable photo
of an elephant
calf and
captioned it:
“Life is like a
mirror, we get
the best results
when we smile”!
The judges were intrigued by the photo which captured
a beautiful moment.

KIDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY…
We spoke to Raj about his image…
Q: What is the story behind this image?
A. We were leaving the Amboseli National Park

when I saw a herd of elephants. One baby elephant
which was approximately 2 years old got curious and
came closer to us. The calf seemed to be playing
with a rock with its feet when I took the picture.
Congratulations Raj!
You can see more of his beautiful photos on
Instagram @jadioboss.photography

This is his second win. He wins Ksh. 2000!

Submit up to 3 photos to the Junior Category on
the theme;
“Humans Helping Nature”
by 9th October 2020.

SUBMIT YOUR PHOTOS

Are you a photographer of 15 years and below in
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda or Burundi?
Share up to 3 photos you have took with your camera
or phone under the Junior category on the theme
Humans Helping Nature here
You could be a WINNER!
http://bit.ly/WildlifeWarriorsEA
Go Out. Explore. Take Photos. Share.

HIPPOS
• Hippopotamus (the full name for Hippos) are large
mammals, with a barrel-shaped body, short legs, a
short tail, and an enormous head that live both in
water and on land.
• The name hippopotamus means the ‘river horse’ and is
often shortened to Hippo. Their closest relatives are
whales and dolphins.
• Despite their large size, they can easily outrun
humans.

• Did you know that there are two species of hippos?
These are the Common Hippo and the Pygmy Hippo.
• Hippos are the third-largest land mammals after
Elephants and White Rhinos!
• Common Hippos can weigh up to 3,200kg! That is like
3 cars combined!

COMMON HIPPOPOTAMUS
(Hippopotamus amphibious)
• The Common Hippos are found in rivers, lakes,
swamps and water holes in East and Southern
Africa.
• They spend most of their daytime; (approximately
16 hours) in water to keep their skin cool and moist.

• The Hippos eyes, ears and nostrils are at the topmost
part of their heads to enable them to see, hear, and
breath while most of their bodies remain submerged
in the water.
• Hippos are nocturnal animals, resting in groups during
the day in slow-moving waters or on the banks and
active at night when looking for food.
• A group of hippos is known as a ‘herd’ or ‘pod’

• Hippos are mainly herbivores but have been known to
feed on other animals. They can eat up to 40kgs of
grass, bushes and other plants in one night.
• They pull up and cut plants with their strong lips
rather than their teeth.
• Hippos can open their jaws up to 150 degrees to
reveal their incisor teeth that can reach 50cm.

Photo by Jim Joel Nyakaana

Hippo facts…
• A hippo “yawning” is a warning sign of aggression.
• Hippos make honk, grunt, squeak and whine sounds to

communicate. A Hippo honk call can be heard over
1.6km away!

• A female hippo is called a cow, a male hippo is called a
bull, while the baby is called a calf.
• Hippos can live for 55 years in the wild and up to 61
years in captivity.
Breeding
• Hippos mate during the dry season over a period of
three days when females breed with the territorial
males.
• After an 8-month gestation period, the mother gives
birth to a single calf weighing between 20-45kgs.
• Hippos give birth in the water.

Importance of Hippos
• Hippo dung adds nutrients to plants and animals in
lakes and rivers by acting as a fertilizer and also as a
source of food for the fish.
• Researchers have also discovered that Hippos move
nitrogen, carbon and phosphorous around by eating
huge amounts of vegetation and producing dung that
is released in the water.
• Fish also get food by plucking on loose skin and
parasites on the hippos. Some fish even swim around
the hippos and clean their mouths.
• Algae, plants and fish in rivers and lakes depend on
Hippo dung for survival. If all the hippos are killed,
some plants and fish will also die.

Photo by Joy Omulupi

The Hippo Skin

• Hippos have a thick hairless skin which acts like a
diving suit to keep the Hippo warm underwater and
cool on land.
• Unlike human beings, Hippos do not sweat since they
do not have sweat glands. They release oily reddish
looking fluids that protect their skin against the sun
and heal wounds which resulted in the myth that
they sweat blood.

Did you know that...
• Hippos cannot swim or float in water! They walk
along the bottom of rivers.
• Hippos cannot breath underwater! An Adult hippo
can hold its breath in water for up to 30 minutes by
closing its nostrils.
• WORLD HIPPO DAY is celebrated on February 15
every year!

PYGMY HIPPOS
(Choeropsis liberiensis)
• Pygmy Hippos are smaller cousins of the common
hippos found in West Africa.
• They are rare with about only 2,000 estimated to
be remaining in the wild in Liberia, Sierra Leone,
Guinea and Ivory Coast.

Pygmy Hippo at Mount Kenya Wildlife
Conservancy courtesy of Anex Nayabingi

• Adult hippos can
reach 70-80cm in
height and weighs
less than ¼ of an
adult common hippo.
• Pygmy hippos are
very
secretive,
solitary and active
during
the
day.
They live either
alone or in pairs.
• The pygmy hippo’s
feet
are
more
spread out with less
webbing and longer
legs compared to
the common hippos.

PYGMY HIPPOS IN KENYA
Did you know that there are Pygmy Hippos in
Kenya?
In the 1970s, the President of Liberia donated a pair
of Pygmy Hippos as a gift to Kenyans through the
first President of Kenya, Mzee Jomo Kenyatta.

The Pygmy Hippos outside West Africa are kept in
captivity in other parts of the world.

If you want to see a Pygmy Hippo in Kenya, you can
visit Nairobi Safari Walk at the Nairobi National Park
or the Mount Kenya Wildlife Conservancy.

THREATS FACING HIPPOS
• Human Wildlife Conflict: Many hippos are killed
every year to reduce cases of human-hippo
conflicts caused by hippo attacks on human or raids
on farms. Hippos kill more humans than any other
wild animal in Africa.
• Hunting: Both species of hippos are hunted for
their meat.
• Poaching: Hippos are killed for their teeth by
poachers. Hippo teeth are made of ivory.

Paula Kahumbu

• Loss of grazing habitat: Humans have taken over
land where hippos used to graze and converted
these to farms or other developments.
• Desertification: Drought and drying up of rivers and
water pools leads to loss of food and habitat for
hippos.

MEET WILBERFORCE
Q: Tell us a little about
yourself?
A: My name is
Wilberforce Okong’o
Oduya, I am an
environmental journalist
based in Busia County in
Kenya, writing for an
online publication
www.talkafrica.co.ke
I am a graduate of Mt. Kenya University with a
Bachelor’s
degree
in
Journalism
and
Mass
Communication. I was born and raised in Butula.
I went to Lugulu Primary School and later joined
Busakala High School in Bungoma County for my
secondary education.
Years down the line, I joined the East Africa School
of Media Studies for a Diploma course in Mass
Communication.
Q. How did you get interested in Hippos and why?

A. In my line of duty as a journalist, I have reported
several cases involving Human and Hippo conflict along
the shores of Lake Victoria in Busia County.

Most of these cases involved fishermen operating
around the lake and farmers who encountered hippos
early in the morning or late in the evenings. These
are the times when Hippos are most active on land.
As a way of sensitizing
these people, I would
highlight some of the
challenges they faced
and how to address
these challenges. With
time, my interest in
hippos grew and I
wanted to try to find a
way of reducing these
frequent incidences.

Q. How many cases of human – hippo conflict have
you reported?
A: Between 2016-2019, I personally witnessed 4
cases. Of these, one person died. More people die of
Hippo attacks compared to lions or any other wild
animal in Africa. People need to be very careful.
Q. How many hippos are there in Kenya? In the
world?
A: Since hippos spend most of their time underwater,
it is not easy to accurately count them. It is
estimated that there are about 125,000 to 148,000
hippos left in the wild. Kenya has about 5,000.

Q: How can a young person learn more about Hippos?
What do they need to study?
A: One needs to join wildlife and conservation clubs in
school. If your school doesn’t have one, there is nothing
wrong with starting a club and convincing your friends
to join.
Read about hippos from the internet, visit parks, lakes,
or areas where hippos are found like Mpala Research
Center in Laikipia. You will also need to study sciencebased subjects in school.

Pygmy Hippo at
Mount Kenya
Wildlife
Conservancy
courtesy of
Joydrine.

What we can do to conserve our Hippos?
• Put up fences and dig ditches around farmlands to
prevent hippos from entering the farms;
• Avoid walking around areas with hippos at dusk or
dawn
• Learn about Hippos as part of our ecosystem
and
know their importance;
• Take care of our environment, which provides food
and habitat for hippos; by reducing soil and water
pollution.

WILD JOKES!
Q: What is a hippo’s favorite dessert?
A: Hippopota-mousse
Q: What do you call a hippo that nobody knows?
A: A Hippononymous
Q: What did the grape say when the hippo stood on
it?
A: Nothing! It just let out a little wine!

Q: What is a Hippo’s favourite kind of music?
A: Hip-hop
Q: What do you call a long haired Hippo?
A: A hippy
Q: What game should you never play with a Hippo?
A: Squash

Q: What do you call a government of Hippos?
A: A Hippocracy

Wild jokes courtesy of Joy Omulupi

STORIES ABOUT HIPPOS
OWEN & MZEE:

A True Story of a Remarkable Friendship
This is the TRUE story of two great friends: a baby
hippopotamus named Owen and a 130 year old tortoise
named Mzee.
The hippo was not always friends with the tortoise. He
wasn’t always known as “Owen”.
This is the true story of what turned out to be a very
great friendship between two animals that are never
seen together. This friendship lasted several years.
Do you want to know what happened to the baby hippo?

Please ask your
parents to buy you
the Book, “Owen
and Mzee”,
available at Jomo
Kenyatta
Foundation
Bookshop in
Nairobi or online
from Amazon
The Book is
available in both
Find out more about Owen & Mzee at:
English and
http://owenandmzee.com/omweb/
Kiswahili.

On a gently sloping riverbank, a family of hippos lay
basking in the sun. Apart from the occasional grunt or
flick of an ear, the hippos were lying still. Hannah Hippo
lay snuggled up next to her mother. She was one of the
youngest and smallest members of her family. Their
contented bellies were full of delicious fresh grass from
last nights’ grazing.
For a hippo there’s nothing better than lying about in
the warm sunshine in the morning with a full belly. They
were fat and shiny, lying in the sun. Hannah was very
happy, snuggled up next resting her head on one of her
mother’s fat, comfy legs…
Finish reading the story of Helpful Hannah Hippo here
https://mpala.org/helpful-hannah/

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW
OUR WILDLIFE SPECIES
1: What animal
is this?
2. What is it
related to?

3. Where can
it be found?

The first person to answer all three questions
correctly will receive a signed copy of Owen & Mzee!
You too can send us your answers via WhatsApp or
text to 0746 511 787

We encourage our young readers to send us articles and
stories of things they are interested in.

EXPANSION OF NAIROBI NATIONAL
PARK

It is good news for wildlife in Nairobi National Park as
two conservancies in Machakos County covering an area
of 49,000 acres have given their land to the park.
This has increased the space for wildlife in Nairobi
National Park from 29,000 acres to 78,000 acres.

Photo of Nairobi National Park by Murad Habib

What is the benefit of the expansion?
• The Eastern White Bearded Wildebeests (Gnu) will
be able to migrate and breed to increase in numbers.
• It will reduce inbreeding among wildlife at Nairobi
National Park.
• Increased number of prey such as zebras, antelopes
and wildebeests will provide more food for
predators like lions, leopards and hyenas reducing
human-wildlife conflicts.
Let us know how the animals can move from the park to the
conservancies without being hit by vehicles as they cross the
road.

WORLD LEADERS PLEDGE FOR
NATURE

This week, President Uhuru Kenyatta of Kenya joined
over 70 World Leaders in pledging to save nature by
2030.

He said: “…We need to put nature and biodiversity on
the path to recovery by 2030”.

We need to support the President and the World
Leaders by making a personal pledge. Nature has been
destroyed in many places around the world. We MUST
take action NOW!

Look around your home, neighborhood and send us your
pledge to help nature. We will feature all pledges we
receive in our future Newsletters.

ART FOR WILDLIFE

Ibrahim Kibe from Asinge Primary School drew this
amazing picture of a hippo after visiting the Hippo
Pools at Mpala Research Centre during the 2019
Wildlife Warriors Kids Expedition
Do you have a drawing, painting, essay or poem you
would like to share with other kids?
Please send a photo of your drawing and painting or
text/WhatsApp message with your poem /essay
to 0746 511 787

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
NATURE

THE HANGING GARDEN BY DERRICK MEMUSI
“Rubbish and used plastic are making our world look untidy
and are dangerous to our biodiversity and wildlife species.
We want these species to be alive for the next generation”
Says Derrick, a 16 year student at Doldol Boys High School
Out of my own curiosity and
creativity I have found
alternative ways of re-using
waste materials at home to
help nature. We need to help
our wildlife species from
pollution.
The hanging garden made by reusing
plastic and tin cans.

I started my own project
of using old plastic
bottles to plant; then
found a place to hang the
plants. That is the origin
of it’s name: THE
HANGING GARDEN.

Share with us what you have done to help nature
this week by sending an SMS or WhatsApp text to
0746 511 787

THIS WEEK ON MY WILD AFRICA

Serval cats are considered the best hunters in the
cat world, with nearly 50% kill rate.
This Sunday, we follow the extraordinary lives of
Animal Ambassadors at the Cheetah Outreach
Centre in South Africa.
Tune in only on Citizen TV Kenya at 5:30 pm EAT.
Watch the film with your family and tell us what you
learnt by sending an SMS or WhatsApp message to
0746 511787

COMING UP… DON’T MISS

• My Wild Africa on Citizen TV at 5:30pm on

September 6th , 2020
• World Habitat Day - October 5th , 2020
• World Animal Day – October 4th ,2020

THANK YOU
This magazine is issued each week to inform, inspire
and encourage children who are at home during the
COVID 19 pandemic which resulted to schools closing.
It is distributed completely free of charge to children
and their parents anywhere in Kenya, Africa and the
world.
If you would like to contribute to the Wildlife
Warriors Kids program, please make a donation to:

PAYBILL NO. 600100
A/C NO. 0100003937598

Email us: info@wildlifedirect.org
Contact us on: +254 746 511 787

To subscribe to this newsletter,
please click here 👇;
bit.ly/WWKidsSubscribe

