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Hello Wildlife Warriors!
Stay connected to nature even when
you are at home.

Welcome to Issue 24! In this week’s Issue, we learn
about Roan Antelopes. Did you know that Roan
Antelopes are Africa's second-largest species of
antelope?
We also meet the Nature’s Treasures Photo
Competition junior winner and explore actions we can
take for nature. We have wild jokes, and much, much
more… Please read on!

Redrose Academy pupils at Nairobi National Park. Photo by Alex Mbaiyo

Stay with us on this fun filled adventure and always
remember to share with your family and friends.

CONGRATULATIONS VEER

“A mother hyena protecting her cubs (hiding in the den) in Ol Pejeta
Conservancy facing off a male hyena.”

Veer Sikand from Kenya wins the Wildlife Warriors
Nature’s Treasures Photo Competition Junior Category
on the theme Dramatic Wildlife for a spectacular
image of two spotted hyenas.

The judges were intrigued by the photo, which showed
a unique behaviour of the Hyenas. The dust rising in
the background indicates there was tension between
the two hyenas.

Q & A with Veer about his image…

Q. What is the story behind this image?
A. I was in the Ol Pejeta Conservancy when I saw

Hyena pups playing in their den. Another hyena
approached the pups and the mother came to protect
them. It was during the scuffle that I took the
picture.
Congratulations Veer! He wins Ksh. 2000.
Follow his website; https://bushbabypix.com/
Instagram; @BushbabyPix, Facebook; bushbaby.pix
and YouTube; Veer Sikand.

ROAN ANTELOPES (Hippotragus equinus)

A male Roan antelope (photo by Susan Oginah)

VOCABULARY:

Endemic animal; A animal species that is uniquely
found in one part of the world, and that part only.
• The Roan Antelope is the second-largest African
antelope after the Eland.
• A male Roan antelope weighs between 260-300
kilograms!
•
•

Roan antelopes are very beautiful.
They have grey or brown coats with black and white
facial markings, long pointed ears that are tufted
at tips, and backward-curving horns.

Where can Roan antelopes be found in the
world ?

• Roan antelopes are endemic to Africa and used to be
one of the most common antelopes in the African
Savannas.
• Today, around 60,000 Roan antelopes can be found in
the African savannah across 30 countries.
• There are six different subspecies of Roan antelopes
in open or lightly wooded grasslands with medium to
tall grasses.
• Kenya has only 19 Roan Antelopes remaining at Ruma
National Park, Homa-Bay County in Western Kenya.

A lone male roan Antelope (Photo by Chrispine Ngesa)

Difference between male and Female Roan
antelopes.
• Although both sexes have horns, males have longer
and thicker ridged horns than females.
• Mature males are larger and heavier than females.
• Males have darker masks, tail lashes, and ‘earflips’
than females.
• The forelegs of males are more darkly marked than
the females which show fairly consistent coloration.
• The muzzle and forehead of the male are uniformly
painted with black whereas the female has a black
muzzle and a 'roan' colored forehead.

A female (front) and male (behind) roan antelopes in their Natural habitat in
Ruma National Park (Photo by Chrispine Ngesa)

Roan Antelope Fun Facts
• The gestation period of a Roan Antelope is 9
months.
• A female Roan antelope will leave the herd two to
three weeks before giving birth. After birth, they
nurse and care for their calves in the tall bushy
grasses for 5-7 days before returning to the herd.
• They return to the herd during the day, leaving the
calf hiding till dusk when the mother comes to milk
and spend the night with it.

A female roan with a calf (Photo by Dr. Johnstone Kimanzi)

Roan Antelope Fun Facts Cont…
• Young males are chased away from the herd at
about 3 years by the dominant male.
• The young males form bachelor groups of up to 12
individuals. Like other antelopes, they usually fight
each other for supremacy.
• A hierarchy exists among the females in the herd
with one dominant female as the leader. A herd is
led by only one adult bull.
• Roan antelopes have an unusual whistle sound.
When alarmed they snort, display a high-pitched
squeal when angry and a low hissing when wounded.
• Roan antelopes are brave animals that are able to
confront any predator using their sharp horns.
• The Roan Antelope has a top speed of 55 Km/h.
• Roan antelopes prefer to graze on grass. They can
also feed on shrubs, herbs, and Acacia tree pods.
• Roan Antelopes can live up to 17 years.

Threats Facing Roan Antelopes In Kenya.
• INBREEDING: The prolonged low numbers of Roan
Antelopes for over 40 years may have resulted to
inbreeding that makes the species less fit to survive.

A group of 3 females with a male at the centre (Photo by Chrispine Ngesa)

●

POACHING: Local people use easily available snares to
hunt Roan Antelopes for the meat, horns and skins.

●

●

●

●

PREY: Young Roan antelopes are preyed on by
hyenas after birth as they lack the protection of
the herd.
FREQUENT FIRE OUTBREAK: Bush fires reduce
their habitat and probably burn the hidden calves.
CLIMATE CHANGE: Changes in weather patterns
means more frequent and longer droughts to the
water-dependent Roan Antelope.
DISEASES: Close proximity to livestock exposes
the Roan Antelopes to diseases such as anthrax.

How To Protect Roan Antelopes in Kenya
• Visit Ruma National Park to see the antelopes. This
will provide the park with funds to take care of the
antelopes
• Discourage the use of animal products for cultural
and traditional rites
• Read more about Roan Antelopes
• Learn more about the food that the antelopes eat
and encourage communities living around them to
plant them.
• Speak against consumption of Roan Antelope meat.

Vegetation map of Ruma National Park in 2008 (Johnstone Kimanzi)

MEET THE EXPERT
DR. JOHNSTONE KIMANZI

Q. Tell us about yourself

A. I was born in
Tiva village,
Kyangwithya
Location in Kitui
District, 20 km from
Kitui town.
Dr. Johnstone Kimanzi in the field in Ruma National Park

I went to Tiva Primary school, Mutonguni Secondary
School, all in Kitui County.
At the age of 20 years I went to study for my first
Bachelors degree in Wildlife Management at Moi
University, Eldoret. Later, I did a Masters Degree in
Wildlife Management at the same university and a
second Masters at the University of Twente and later
a Doctorate in Computational Biology at Newcastle
University.
I then felt at home in this Rift Valley region of Kenya
and have lived here ever since. I am currently a senior
lecturer and the Head, Department of Wildlife
Management, University of Eldoret.

Q. How did you get interested Roan antelopes?
A. I met the Roan antelope for the first time when we
went for a field trip to Ruma National Park during my
undergraduate studies. At that time, I learned that
Roan antelopes were only found in Kenya and their
numbers were decreasing continuously from the 1970s.

Dr. Johnstone Kimanzi in the field in open grassland in Ruma National Park

They were also very rare to see in the park which was
covered with plenty of tall grasses. I became
inquisitive and concerned to discover what was causing
their decrease and why they are not found anywhere
else in Kenya.

Q: What is unique about Roan antelopes?

A group of 3 females with a male looking aggressive (Photo by Chrispine Ngesa)

• Roan antelope are relatively unwary, running away
from a potential source of danger for a short
distance, then stopping to look back to investigate
the disturbance.
• Roan antelopes get very scared when encountered in
bushy habitats. This makes them easy to hunt.
• After giving birth, the mother Roan antelope leaves
the newborn calf in a concealed area during the day
and only returns at dusk to spend the night.
• Calves stay hidden for 4 to 6 weeks after birth.
This may expose them to fires and predators if the
herd is not around.

Q. How can a young person get involved in Roan
antelope conservation?
A. Organizing field trips for young people to visit
Ruma National Park, they get opportunities to engage
with the natural world and learn about the Roan
Antelope.

Kingeero Primary School Wildlife Warriors club members at Nairobi National Park

Take part in art competitions, essay writing, watching
films, photo competitions and quizzes on Roan
conservation theme.
Local and national awareness creation on Roan antelope
threatened status with your family and friends.
Have you done an activity towards in promoting
environment and wildlife conservation?
Share with us what your doing by taking a picture/video
or text and share via WhatsApp to; 0746 511 787

Q. How many roan antelopes are in Kenya?
A. Kenya has witnessed a gradual decline in the
number of roan antelopes from 202 in 1976 to 19 this
year, which are now restricted in Ruma National Park
in Western Kenya.

Dr. Kimanzi during fieldwork in Ruma National Park, next to one of the
few water troughs

Q. What can be done to save the Roan antelopes in
Kenya?
A.
• Constructing and rehabilitating small reservoirs
that catch surface water runoff.
• Intensive habitat management with methods to
combat invasive species.
• Empowering community members to participate in
bird watching, nature photography and tour-guiding.
• Improve security patrols to combat poaching.

Q. Saving Roan antelopes in Kenya

A lone male Roan Antelope (Photo by Chrispine Ngesa)

• Protect existing water springs and catchment areas
from human degradation.
• Roan antelopes can be translocated to other
protected areas that are safer and with more
grass.
• Establish a predator-free sanctuary with less
competition from other grazers.
• Translocation of roans from the neighboring
Tanzania to boost the dwindling numbers in Kenya.
• Establish other Roan antelope populations in former
habitats like Maasai Mara and Shimba Hills
reserves.

WILD JOKES!
Q. What did the antelope say to the blade of grass?
A. It was nice gnawing you!

Q. Why don’t antelopes play poker in the African
savannah?
A. Because there are too many cheetahs.
Q. What does a lion call an antelope?
A. Fast food.
Q. What do you call a deer with no eyes?
A. No eye deer

Q. What happens when you fall of a tree and land on
an antelope?
A. You get impala'd
Wild Jokes courtesy of Joy Omulupi

Do you have a wild joke to share. Please
share with us your joke on our WhatsApp
number 0746 511 787.

WILD QUIZZES
The following are some of the TOP 5 antelope
species in Kenya. How many can you name?

Sheel Gosrani

Nili Gudhka

A

B

Sourish Trivedy

C

D
Please send us
your Answer on
WhatsApp to
0746 511 787.

Vicki Wangui

E

RUMA NATIONAL PARK

A female herd of roan antelopes at Ruma N.P (Photo by Chrispine Ngesa)

Known as the only home of the Roan antelopes, Ruma
National Park lies in Western Kenya on a mosaic of
landscapes near the shores of Lake Victoria.
It was established in 1966 to protect its indigenous
population of the rare Roan antelopes and later
gazetted in 1983.
A visit to Ruma National Park can be a great
opportunity to not only see one of Kenya's rarest
antelopes but also Leopards, Topis, Vervet monkeys,
Rothschild Giraffes, Hyenas along with many bird
species.
Do you want to learn more about our National Parks
and Reserves?
Click on; http://www.kws.go.ke/#
Or Visit any Kenya Wildlife Service office
countrywide.

SNAKE IN SCHOOL

Have you ever come across a snake at home, in
school and while playing in your Neighborhood?
On Friday, 30th October,
2020, students at Silala
Primary School in Ganze, Kilifi
County were shocked to see a
snake inside their pit latrine.
The students and teachers
were scared.
A teacher called a snake
expert from the Bioken
Snake Farm who came and
Patrick shwing the students how to
handle a non-venomous snake
safely removed the snake.
The snake expert, Patrick
identified the snake as a
Red-headed beaked snake
which is harmless. He later
educated the students on
the importance of snakes,
what to do in case of a
snakebite and how we can
save snakes.
Out of the 127 different snake species in Kenya,only
6 could kill you and 93 are not dangerous.
For Snakebite Emergency Call; 0718 290 324
Bioken Snake Farm ; https://bio-ken.com/

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
NATURE
BE A WILDLIFE WARRIOR BY SPEAKING OUT
This is a chance to be part of conservation action by
sharing your voice. As a young person, you can be
heard. You are never too young to make a difference.

Through environmental marches, you can meet other
children who are interested in protecting nature and
wildlife and discuss ways you can work together to
solve environmental challenges.

CALL TO ACTION
Join us this Saturday, October 31st, 2020
environmentalists will be going for a march to protect
our trees.

Make a Pledge for Nature and share with us your
pledges and actions to help nature to
Email; info@wildlifedirect.org
WhatsApp; 0746 511 787

GREVY’S ZEBRA IN KENYA

Grevy’s Zebras are bovids just like the Roan Antelope.
Bovids are a family of even-toed ungulate (usually a
plant-eating animal with hooves) mammals.

The endangered Grevy’s zebra is distinguished by its
thinner stripes, white belly and huge rounded ears.
Learn more about Grevy’s Zebra’s on this Episode
of Wildlife Warriors https://bit.ly/2JelZDC.

ART FOR WILDLIFE

Drawing done by Derrick Memusi

Do you have a drawing, painting, essay or poem
you would like to share with other kids?
Please send a photo of your Drawing,
Painting, Poem or Essay on WhatsAppto
0746 511 787.

THIS WEEK ON MY WILD AFRICA

Learn more about Elephants of Namibia who survive in
the Kalahari desert by eating grass and discover how
they have adapted to the harsh conditions

Tune in to My Wild Africa this Sunday on Citizen TV
at 5:30 PM EAT.
Watch the film with your family and tell us what
you learnt by sending an SMS or WhatsApp
message to 0746 511787

COMING UP… DON’T MISS

● My Wild Africa on CITIZEN TV every Sunday at
5:30 pm EAT.
● World Cities Day - October 31st, 2020
● International Cheetah Day – December 4

FOR PARENTS
This newsletter is issued each week to inform, inspire
and encourage children who are at home

during

COVID 19 school closure.
It is distributed completely free of charge to
children and their parents anywhere in Kenya, Africa
and the world. If you would love to contribute to the
Wildlife Warriors Kids, please make a donation to:

PAYBILL NO. 600100
A/C NO: 0100003937598
Email us: info@wildlifedirect.org
Contact us on: +254 746 511 787

To sign up to this newsletter series, click
here;

bit.ly/WWKidsSignup

